ing a sweet-handling dirt bike 
that's also street legal, wake 
up. The Hodaka Road Toad 
Trail 100 can be your dream 
come true. 

Our trail-riding engineers 
in no way compromised Ho- 
daka's famous off-road han- 


dling to achieve street legality. 


That’s what makes Hodaka’s 
new 100 so surprising. The 
Road Toad Trail 100 is all 
Hodaka in the rough, offering 
Hodaka’s legendary tough- 
ness and reliability—yet it’s 
street legal with features as 
up-to-date as tomorrow: 
Automatic oil injection, 
primary kick, reed valve in- 


duction, enduro set odometer, 


26mm Mikuni carb, competi- 
tion Alumiferic cylinder, plas- 


Super Combat Dirt Squirt Super Rat 
125 100 100 


Handlers 


tic front fender, 2.8 gal. fuel 
tank, conical front hub, heavy 3 
duty spokes, rim locks, 2- 
position rear shock mounts, 
heavy duty racing chain— 
and on and on for atotal of 20 _ 
performance advantages. 
If you’re interested in own- 
ing a well thought-out trail/ 
street motorcycle developed _ 
by veteran trail riders, investi- 
gate this exciting new model 
from Hodaka. For free litera- 
ture and your dealer's name _ 
call the 800 telephone number. 


FREE TELEPHONE 
NO. 800-547-8120 

Call this number for the 
name and address of 
your nearest Hodaka 
dealer. Or check the 
Yellow Pages or write ib 
PABATCO, Box 327, Р - 
$һегтап Road, 
Athena, Oregon 97813. 


Canadians: Gemini Ind., 
Vancouver, B.C. 
Australians: Sport & Road Pty., Ltd., 
Box 209 S. Melbourne, 3205 


Hodaka Road Toad 
100 


250 


Road Toad 
100 


Combat & Wombat 
125 
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Page 40, but you still won't under- 
stand until you read Tunnelvision. 


Paga 48 for some of the éxplanationi 
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MOTOCROSS CONSIDERED 
AS A HELIX 
Of SEMIPRECIOUS STONES 


Pro motocross is for looking at. 

And looking is more fun some 
places than others. 

A lot of variables go into the 
comparison, including the races — 
though the promoters don’t have 
control of how tight the drama is. 

Personal preferences of the 
spectators enters in too. Some people 
don’t like driving out to the country- 
side — or driving back covered with 
dirt. For them, stadium cross is 
perfect. Binoculars to watch, a seat 
to sit on, popcorn and hot dogs to 
eat, beer to drink. 

Outdoor types consider stadium 
cross to be less than motocross. They 
want their heroes on real terrain. 

Natural tracks present spectacular 
problems though. Mid-Ohio is one of 
the few I’ve been to where watchers 
can see almost all the action. They 
hosted a Trans-AMA and the 125 
USGP this past year, and for 
watching, the place is fabulous. All 
the track is within a giant snow 
fence and no one is allowed inside 
except the racers and a few 
photographers. Because the area is 
nearly flat, you can see most of the 


course from almost anywhere along 
the fence. Dynamite spectating! 

But Mid-Ohio is nearly flat. 

That prompts the racers to 
sniveling. And when a manicured 
course lets speeds build to insane 
levels, they’re right. 

Some promoters use the terrain — 
no matter what it’s like — to great 
advantage. Carlsbad Raceway is an 
example, and Augie Leopold’s 
arrangement of turns and levees in 
New Orleans is brilliant. Of course, 
having the last 500 National there 
when the Championship was still 


‘undecided added to the spectators’ 


fun too. 

But sometimes a race will become 
an event. An event is an “Annual 
Good Time Was Had By All.” Like 
the Formula One Grand Prix at 
Watkins Glen, spectating traditions 
build and the racing almost becomes 
ancillary to the annual event. 
Motocross is developing its 
equivalent, the Trans-AMA held 
every October in New Berlin, New 
York. The Unadilla race is becoming 
the premier event of the year. It's 
our Glen. Daytona isn't. That's too 
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R. Miller photo 


FREE CATALOG! 
Send $.25 for mailing 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


Number One 


Products Inc. 
4931 No. Encinita Avenue 
Temple City, CA 91780 
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commercial and diverse, and after 
all, motocross is only a small part of 
Daytona. 

Unadilla has all the attributes of 
an event; it has prestige and 
location. The prestige results from its 
international flavor where the best 
Europeans meet the best Americans 
on an international-caliber track. 
The Unadilla Valley Sports Center 
runs a completely natural, hilly, 
bumpy, nasty track that gets used 
once a year. There's grass on it 
during practice — just like Europe. 
Tough? You bet. I was there one 
year when only one person in the 
Support class made it around the 
first lap. It was Tim Hart, 
incidentally. 

Location is an important part of 
an event. Unadilla is hard to get to. 
You might think that's a handicap, 
but it isn't. If you can get to a race 
on Sunday, you do. Most people 
show up at Unadilla on Saturday. 
Its fall, and upstate New York is 
great to look at on the way. It also 
rains more often than not, but 
everyone expects that and prepares 
for it. And if you've never seen 
international motocross in the wet, 
then you've never seen international 
motocross. 

Because it's hard to get to, no one 
goes alone and almost no one goes 
for just Sunday's activities. 

Saturday's Unadilla has Techni- 
color tents and campers matching 
the countryside's trees. And 
Saturday is also practice for the next 
day's race, bonfires, thousands of 
wet fans, motocross movies provided 
by Union Carbide, loud people and 
music, organized girl-staring thinly 
disguised as a T-shirt contest, lost 
dogs, no motels, cars stuck in mud, 
mini bike short-track races, and 
meeting people you haven't seen 
since last year's Trans-AMA. 

Now Ward Robinson and his 
backers at Union Carbide are after 
the FIM to secure the United States a 
points-paying 250 USGP. Thatll 
give Unadilla two events a year. 

If all that closely reasoned arguing 
didn't convince you that Unadilla is 
an event, not just a race, there's 
another way to tell. You'll hear 
people at Unadilla talking during 
the race on Sunday: “Were you here 
yesterday? No? Too bad; you really 
missed it. There was this little guy in 
a white leather jacket, two Irish 
setters, and a fat girl waving a gallon 
OF ee 
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It's smart to 
know how 


V, 


Know how to tune it. . : to fix it . . . to rebuild 
it yourself. The TOTAL. SERVICE MANUAL for 
your bike will show you how to do everything 
from a minor adjustment to a major overhaul. 


TOTAL. SERVICE MANUALS are digests of of- 
ficial factory workshop manuals. Each one is care- 
fully rewritten for use by the do-it-yourself bike 
owner. Clear and easy to follow, yet complete and 
detailed enough even for professional use. You get 
all the important information plus hundreds of the 
best pictures, diagrams. and specification tables. 


TOTAL SERVICE MANUALS 


9840 AJS & MATCHLESS singles 57-66 all 250, 350, 500 mdls. $4.95) 
9841 AJS & MATCHLESS twins 55-65 all 500, 600, 650 mdls. .... 
0534 BMW twins 55-74 all 500, 650, 750, 900 models .............. $6.50 
3727 BRIDGESTONE singles, twins all 50, 60, 90, 175 models .. 
0757 BSA singles 58-72 covers 250, 350, 440, 500 models 


0756 BSA twins 47-62 covers A7, A10 all 500, 650 models ........ e 
0768 BSA twins 62-73 covers A50, A65 all 500, 650 models 
9650 BULTACO covers all 125, 175, 200, 250 models 
0759 CZ 69-75 covers 125, 175 models ................. 
0535 CZ 69-74 covers 250, 400 single exhaust mod 


0610 DKW, PENTON 68-74 with 100, 125 Sachs engines . 
3728 DUCATI singles thru 74 all 160, 250, 350, 450 models 
9614 HARLEY-DAVIDSON singles 47-72 2-stroke, Sprint .. 
0612 HARLEY-DAVIDSON twins 59-75 all Glide models 
0607 HARLEY-DAVIDSON twins 59-75 Sportster model: 
0892 HODAKA 64-73 covers all 90, 100 models ...... 


0608 HONDA CR, MT 73-74 covers 125, 250, Elsinore models ..$6. 
3788 HONDA singles 63-74 all 50, 65, 70, 90 models ................ a! 


3752 HONDA twins 62-68 250, 305, C, CB, CL, CS models .. 


0986 HONDA twins 68-75 350, 360, CB, CL, SL, К models 
3749 HONDA twins 65-74 450 models .. 
9602 HONDA fours 72-74 350, 500, 550 
3755 HONDA fours 69-74 covers 750 models 
9779 HUSQVARNA 66-72 125, 250, 360, 400, 450 models  . 


3754 KAWASAKI singles 66-74 all 90 to 350 models . 
9616 KAWASAKI twins 66-72 all 90 to 750 models 
9601 KAWASAKI triples 69-74 all 250 to 750 models 
0726 KAWASAKI fours 73-74 covers 900 Z1 ........... 
9533 LAMBRETTA motor scooter 52-70 all models 

0613 MAICO 68-75 250, 360, 400, 450, 501 models .. 


0505 MOTO GUZZI 66-73 all V700, V750, V850 models 
0497 NORTON 66-73 covers 750, 850 models .. 
9794 OSSA 71-72 covers 125, 175, 250 models 
3790 SUZUKI singles 64-74 all 50 to 400 models . 6. 
3792 SUZUKI twins 64-74 125, 150, 200, 250, 305, 315, 500 ....$6. 


0901 SUZUKI triples 72-74 GT380, 67550, 67750 . 
0948 TRIUMPH twins 58-62 covers 350, 500 models .. 
3753 TRIUMPH twins 63-74 covers 500, 650, 750 models . 
0893 TRIUMPH triples 69-74 covers 750 Trident 
9536 VELOCETTE singles, twins 36-65 


0895 YAMAHA ENDURO 68-74 all 60 to 500 models 
3747 YAMAHA singles 63-67 2-stroke 50 to 100 models . 


3741 MOTORCYCLE ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS .... 
3742 MOTORCYCLE CARBURETORS theory & s е 
1039 MOTORCYCLE TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE take on 

0745 MOTORCYCLE REPAIR ENCYCLOPEDIA for all bikes 
10554 MOTORCYCLE FLAT RATE MANUAL for all bikes 
9668 TUNING FOR PERFORMANCE how to get more & better 
0543 TWO STROKE TUNER'S HANDBOOK good for all bikes ... 
10649 BOONIE BOOK fine points of off road riding ... 
10629 HOW TO WIN MOTOCROSS methods of top professional 
Add $1 postage & handling. 

= 


CARBOOKS DIV. 181 Glen Ave. 851; 
E.S. Schechter & Co. Sea Cliff, N.Y. 11579" 
hone orders (516) 676-8043 

ORDER BY BOOK NUMBER ONLY 


I enclose full payment $ 
[] Charge my BankAmericard 
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FOX SHOX 


The best moto-x shocks available 


e GAS PRESSURIZED 
* ADJUSTABLE DAMPENING 
* MADE IN U.S.A. 

* REBUILDABLE 

ө FADE-PROOF 

e FIVE LENGTHS AVAILABLE 
12, 12%, 13, 13% and 14% in. 


$ РВ. 
LESS 
SPRINGS 


Elsinore owners! The 14% in. FOX SHOX 
are the hot-set-up. Bolt them on your 
stock CR-125 & CR-250 and you get 
6 in. travel, on the CR-250M1 you get 
7 in. Now you can get LTR without 
expensive frame mods. 


FOX SHOX -get a pair 
today and go faster next Sunday. 


GAS FORK KIT 


FOX FORX 
Designed and Manufactured w Steve Simons 


Used by BRAD LACKEY in Europe 
Unique dampening rods supplied 
Gives 8, 9, even 10 in. travel 
Available for Husky, Betor, CZ, 
Maico, Elsinore, Yamaha 
Monocross & RM-125 forks. 

A bargain at only $50. 


THE MOTO-X FOX 


520 McGlincy Lane, Dept. DB 
Campbell, CA 95008 (408) 371-1221 
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LEN WEED 


ENDURO/TWO DAY RIDERS 
and OBSERVED TRIALERS. Don’t 
forget those letters to Dick Burleson 
or Lane Leavitt, c/o DIRT BIKE, 
for their new columns. 


There are some rules changes for 
the 1976 National Enduro season. 
The maximum number of Nationals 
per region was upped from eight to 
ten. Sound testing was made 
mandatory. Speed average changes 
are still recommended, but will not 
be mandatory for Nationals. The 
maximum allowable mileage 
between gas stops was upped to 55 
miles for all AMA-sanctioned 
enduros. 

Here’s the 26-event schedule: 


Sept. 19 — 150 Mile 
Schuyler County MC 
P.O. Box 117 
Alpine, NY 14805 


EASTERN REGION 


Feb. 29 — 100 Mile 
Southeastern Enduro Rdrs. 
c/o Bill Beach 

Suite 202, 375 Pharr, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30305 


Sept. 26 — 100 Mile 
Columbia End. Rdrs. 
5214 N. Main St. 
Mar. 28 — 100 Mile Columbia, SC 29203 
South Jersey Scramblers 


2419 Newcombtown Rd. Oct. 24 — 150 Mile 


Millville, NJ 08332 Capital City 
Tallahassee Trail Rdrs. 
May 9 — 100 Mile P.O. Box 10031 


Little Harpeth Tallahassee, FL 32302 


Don Thava Factory Works 


P.O. Box 726 
Nashville, TN 37202 


May 30 — 200 Mile 
Little Burr 

Enduro Rdrs. Assn. 
3370 Dempsey Rd. 
Westerville, OH 43081 


June 6 — 150 Mile 
Lonesome Pine 
Lonesome Pine End. Rdrs. 
P.O. Box 1003 

Bristol, VA 24201 


Aug. 15 — 125 Mile 
Rock Run 

Lehigh Valley Dirt Rdrs. 
6 Violet Cr., AOW 
Macungie, PA 18062 


Oct. 31 — 125 Mile 

Twin States 

West Kentucky Trail Rdrs. 
P.O. Box 558 

Cadiz, KY 42211 


CENTRAL REGION 


April 4 — 125 Mile 
Post National 
Lubbock Trail Rdrs. 
P.O. Box 1012 
Lubbock, TX 79408 


May 2 — 150 Mile 

Burr Oak 

Mid-West Natl. End. Rdrs. 
Rt. No. 3, 1815 — 5th Ave. 
Sterling, IL 61081 


June 20 — 100 Mile 


Straight Arrow End. Rdrs. 


5117 — 39th Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 


July4 — 100 Mile 
Seaway Festival 
White River End. Rdrs. 
6194 — 112th Ave. 
Holland, MI 49423 


Sept. 4-5 — 400 Mile 
Jack Pine 

Lansing MC 

P.O. Box 1293 
Lansing, MI 48904 


Oct. 3 — 100 Mile 
Black Coal 
Ind/IIl/Ky End. Rdrs. 
1226 S. Grand Ave. 
Evansville, IN 47713 


Oct. 17 — 125 Mile 
Forest City Riders MC 
550 Grable 

Rockford, IL 61109 


Nov. 7 — 125 Mile 
Ozark Hillbilly 
Potosi MC 

P.O. Box 236 
Potosi, MO 63664 


Nov. 14 — 125 Mile 
John Zink 

Tulsa Trail Rdrs., Inc. 
4110 E. 46th Place 
Tulsa, OK 74135 


NO DATE 

West Texas 100 Mile 
Permian Basin MC Assn. 
P.O. Box 3109 

Odessa, TX 79760 


WESTERN REGION 


Mar. 21 — 125 Mile 
Red Garter 

Dirt Diggers MC 

8228 Sale Ave. 

Canoga Park, CA 91304 


Apr. 25 — 100 Mile 

49er 

Polka Dots MC, Inc. 
4555 Auburn Blvd. No. 21 
Sacramento, CA 95841 


May 29-30 — 500 Mile 
Greenhorn 

Pasadena MC 

955 E. Washington 
Pasadena, CA 91103 


Oct. 24 — 100 Mile 
Oakland MC 

1116 — 36th St. 
Oakland, CA 94608 


Oct. 31 — 150 Mile 
Far West MC 

P.O. Box 3198 
Eureka, CA 95501 


Nov. 7 — 100 Mile 

Rattle Snake 

Redwood Scramblers MC 
P.O. Box 760 

Crescent City, CA 95531 


Malcolm Smith went to Africa a 
few weeks before departing for the 
ISDT at the Isle of Man and added 


another 


victory to his off-road 


collection. Malcolm won the Roof of 


Africa Rallye, 


the first time a 


motorcycle had beaten the four- 
wheelers. It was also the grinning 
one's first ride aboard a 250 KTM. 
Malcolm's going to add the KTM 


line to his Riverside, 


California, 


shop. Some of those cars Smith 
topped were capable of 135 mph on 
the dirt roads. The three-day event 
was Malcolm's first off-road. long- 
distance bike race since the Baja 500 


in 1972. 


Continued on page 77 
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Mikkola picks Husky 250CR 
for 6 GP season! 


Heikki Mikkola, 1974 500cc World Champion, has 
signed to ride Husky's new 250CR motocrosser in 
next year's World Championship competition. This 
new 250 features a multitude of important but 
subtle innovations — resulting in more power, 
better handling, and, most important, increased 
reliability. All these new features work together to 
make you a believer — and a winner! 


Features 


Improved fork springs 

Improved GP fork dampening and increased 
travel 

New larger diameter steering head bearings 
More efficient exhaust system 

Spring loaded footpegs 

Improved heat treated Swedish chrome-moly 
frame 

Wider, stronger fenders 

MAG engine 

Reed valve inlet 

Improved rear shock positioning 
Re-positioned kick starter 

New, stronger Akront ribless rims 

GP-quick throttle 

Silver plated connecting rod bearings 


ү Husqvarna-to win! 


STEVE'S 
BULTACO 


Specializing in Bultaco only 
since 1967. 
ALL NEW 


‘75 models in stock and ready 
for delivery, local and out of 
state. Complete line of MX, 
Trials, Desert and T.T. equip- 
ment. Also carrying a com- 
plete line of Sammy Miller 
equipment. Large stock of 
Bultaco parts new and used. 
Complete machine shop and 
mail order service to anywhere. 
Send $1.00 for larger, new 
Catalog and Decal. Open late 
on Monday and Friday nights. 


STEVE'S BULTACO 
7627 Van Nuys Blvd. 


Van Nuys, CA 91405 
(213) 780-6300 (213) 994-7468 
SALES PARTS 


38mm CARB ON A 125??!! 
YOU BET!! 
using the SKUNK WORKS 
HI-VOLUME INTAKE 


(patent pending) 


You won't believe the great increase in low end 
torque. Also extends your top end; it's like having 
another gear. 

FOR HONDA CR-125, SUZUKI TM & RM-125, 
TM-100; others available soon. 


TM- 125 
A BOLT-ON power kit to greatly extend your 
power band, and increase your total HP. 
THIS IS NOT A REED VALVE. 
No cylinder mods are required. Simply bolts on, 
replacing stock components. 


You also get easy starting, and excellent throttle 
response, Engine also runs cooler. 


$ 48.00 
8.75 
43.50 
100.25 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER: 
$89.95 + 1.50 S&H (H-V Intake may be ordered 
by itself for ($43.50 * $1.50 S&H). Florida 
residents add 496 tax. 
DEALER/DIST. INQUIRIES INVITED 
watch for the latest developments from. . . 
SKUNK WORKS ENGINEERING 
P.O. Box 203-40, DESTIN, FLORIDA 32541 
(904) 837-2694 


Kit consists of: 38mm Mikuni 
K&N Air Filter 
SKUNK WORKS H-V INTAKE 


ASK 
THE 


EXPERT 


PRESTON PETTY 


EXPERT EXPERIMENTING 

Since a lot of riders are changing 
their bike's suspension by going to 
LTR, air forks, gas-oil shocks, etc., 
how about some guidelines on how 
to experiment with forks and shocks 
and how to tell when your front and 
rear suspension is working? 

For instance, I just changed the 
fork oil in my 1974 Penton Jackpiner 
from 30W to 20W. It seems to feel a 
little different, but I can't really put 
my finger on what the difference is, 
or more importantly, whether it's 
better. 

I've read things in tech articles like 
your forks should have about an inch 
more travel than your shocks, and 
that you should normally get about 
80 percent of full travel. Other than 
that, I don't know what to look for. 
Should the suspension be as loose as 
possible, or pretty stiff? Should both 
ends feel the same when I put it in 
low gear and ride across the speed 
bumps in the parking lot? If you 
don't like the rear end, how do you 
know if it's the shocks or the springs 
you should experiment with? 

Thanks for any help you can give 
me. 

John Amidon 
Westerville, Ohio 


Thoughts regarding suspension 
could easily make an article in itself, 
however, here's my two bits worth. 

I think that air springs are a better 
way to go, but they must be properly 
designed and provide sufficient 
cooling to keep the air temperature 
within reasonable limits (as cool as 
possible). It's easy to vary the spring 
pressure or the equivalent to it by 
simply adding or letting out air. 


Generally the volume of air is quite 
small and it's difficult to set the 
pressure. I've found the easiest way 
to do it is to get a small, high- 
pressure air tank, and fill it up at 
your gas station to whatever 
maximum they have (100-120 psi). 
On the outlet side, put a pressure 
regulator like a welding torch has. It 
need only be a single stage with a 
normal Schrader valve-type nozzle 
on the end, like for filling tires. Then 
you stick it onto the fork or shock 
and simply turn the regulator to the 
desired pressure. You get consistent 
fillings on both sides and it's easily 
adjustable. If you've tried a regular 
tire pump and a linear-type tire 
pressure gauge, it seems to lose about 
five pounds every time you check to 
see what the pressure is. Anyhow, so 
much for that. 

Like you mentioned, 80 percent of 
the travel is a good idea. It depends 
on the speed you go. For cross- 
country riding, where you are not 
going. at motocross speeds, you can 
get by with softer shocks and 
springs. In motocross, where it's just 
as fast as you can go, you need 
heavier shocks and springs, more 
preload in the forks and a bit heavier 
viscosity oil in the dampener. You 
should be standing ир a lot of the ` 
time in motocross to withstand the 
extra impact. The primary problem 
if you bottom the shocks is that the 
extra force — when the machine is 
bottomed — frequently contributes 
to a twisting in the frame (something 
has to give). When you rebound, the 
machine won't bounce straight up, it 
will boing to one side or the other. 
This makes control rather difficult. 

If this happens, then you would 
want to go to heavier shocks to 
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NEW FROM BIKE ART 082 

These big, full-color 25" x 38" lithographs of the 
Kawasaki Z-1 and KX400 are beautifully detailed and 
ready for hanging or framing. Send $3.00 plus $.50 
handling for each poster to “Bike Art," P.O. Box 
25922, Los Angeles, California 90025. California 
residents add $.18 sales tax. Watch for more dirt and 
street bikes in this series. 


CHENG-SHIN TIRES 


MOTOCROSS . 


4.00/4.50x18 
3.50/4.00x18 


ALL TUBES 

FREE freight on all orders that are pre- 
paid and exceed $15.00. All others, add 
$1.50 for handling & C.O.D. — GA 
residents add 396. 


*MONEY ORDERS ONLY* 


P.O. Box 172, Mableton, GA 


Please circle desired size. 


Name 

Address 

City. 
Staten oo sr ius D 
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minimize the frame twisting. What 
you lose is at the slower speeds 
because the suspension is really too 
stiff for you. If you were to compare 
the suspension of, let's say, Roger 
DeCoster's bike with one of the 
winning machines in Baja, where 
they ride for six or eight hours, you 
would find that the Baja machine 
has a lot softer suspension. But on a 
motocross course, and at those 
speeds, the suspension would bottom 
too frequently. So you've got to tell 
me what kind of riding you are 
doing. It is generally better to have 
the front end bottom a bit sooner 
than the rear end does. When you 
hit ledges, rocks, etc., the extra 
impact will tend to bounce the front 
end back up in the air more than it 
does the rear, and it helps you land 
rear wheel first. On some of the real 
old Bultacos that had good Betor 
forks and lousy rear shocks, like 
before 1970, the front end would 
suck up a bump nicely; when the 
rear end would hit it the rebound 
would frequently catapult the rear 
wheel over the handlebars, which 
always seemed to put the rider in an 
uncomfortable position. 

Your question about the speed 
bumps in the parking lot is good. 
The faster you go, the more of the 
bump action, or the impact from the 
bump, will be absorbed by the shock 
absorber. The stiffer the shock and 
the faster you go, the more the rear 
end will bounce up. I think the main 
thing for you to determine is the 
speed at which you ride vs. the 
terrain. Is it cross-country, moto- 
cross, rough, smooth? Set your bike 
up so you can use most of the 
suspension travel most of the time. 
One easy test is to pick out a section 
of fairly rough ground like you ride 
on, then put some dark, heavy 
grease on the dampener rods of the 
rear shocks. Ride that section at the 
speed you'd like to and take a look at 
it. Providing there are no big ditches 
or banks that would always bottom 
the suspension, you can look at 
where the grease is pushed up to the 
dampener rod and get a pretty good 
idea of how much of the suspension 
you are using in your normal riding. 
Of course, if this section has a 
five-foot drop-off in it, you will 
always bottom the suspension. If the 
rebound is bad on it, you should try 
a heavier shock (and more preload) 
to minimize the frame twist on 
rebound. 

I hope I've helped a bit. o 


Pewter Buckles (with solid brass hooks to insure 
maximum durability and guaranteed not to break 
off). Curved to fit the contour of your waist. 


Any Pewter Buckle 5-00, 


X ; 3/$10.00 
Specify Either Antique Solid Pewter (Silver 
or Antique Brass Finish (Gold). 

Genuine leather belts (black or brown) $5.00 
1%” width, oil tanned & waxed (sizes 26-46) 
Add 50¢ for postage & handling for each 

item ordered. 
Color Catalogue of over 250 Styles $1.00 


ALL BUCKLES FIT ANY 112" to 2” BELT 
For immediate delivery 
send Postal Money Order. 
Send To: Alliance American Antique Corp. 
P.O. Box 7i3, DeptDB-2 Midtown Sta., N.Y., N.Y. 1001€ 
— — — — Money Back Guarantee — — — — 
| N.Y. Residents Add 7% Sales Тах. 08:2 | 


| 
| Enclosed $ __ 1) Check 


M.O. Model el 
‚ Name 
Address TE быз ы CUERO | 
| City State SS 7ip see 
O Master Charge [] Diners (| American Exp. 
Interbank = Сага re лд T | 
| Signature Exp. Date x] 


THERE IS ONLY: 


"Qu, PACIFICO's FACE 
FENDER is far superior 

in strength through 
design and materials.” 


Dirt Bike Magazine 
Now with louvers. Colors—Silver, 
Black, White Suggested retail $5.95 


BUT..THERE ARE 
7 PAC TANKS 
STEPS „ IM 


from 
1.5 to 4.25 GALLONS! 


AVAILABLE IN 6 COLORS 


*** YELLOW, SILVER, 
I» WHITE, RED, 
PACIFICO „c. ORANGE AND BLACK 
[S Box 348, Dept. DB-23 Gresham, Oregon 97030 


See your dealer for details, or write PACIFICO direct. 
Enclose 50¢ to PACIFICO for catalog, decal and iron-on patch 
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; Quantity: O 1 
Name 
Address 
City 
State — — — - Zip 


PERFORMANCE 


SPECIAL SALE 


We've got stacks of 30mm Mikuni 
Carbs jetted for CR125. And in order 
to move 'em out, we'll include an Air 
Boot and a large diameter Intake Man- 
ifold all for the price of the carb 


$3595 


FOR ALL 


ORDER MUST BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY THIS AD FOR SPECIAL PRICE 


5552 La Palma Avenue East 
Anaheim, California 92806 

714/996-4430 #16 
DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 


ACTION 
MURAL 


FILLS ANY ROOM WITH ACTION! 
Get this incredible GIANT 5 x 7 foot 
Action Mural. 


Only $3.99 each or 2 for $7.00 . Please 
add $1.00 per mural for postage and 
handling (foreign orders add $2.00). 


California residents add 6% sales tax. 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order. 


Malibu Card & Mural Co. 
P.O. Box 877 
Malibu, Calif. 90265 


O 2 O other: 


Country Enclosed $ 


TESTY LETTERS 
I am thinking about buying a 
Maico MC125MX and would like to 
know more about it. When are you 
going to do a test on it? 
Топ Homan 
Lock Haven, Pennsylvania 


We get lots of requests on the 125 
Maico, but the local distributor has 
none available for testing. He sold 
every one he had, and because 
they're enormously expensive he 
doesn’t intend to get more. The 
Maico distributor in Pennsylvania is 
owned by the factory, but their 
situation is about the same. They 
have none released from the Maico 
factory for testing. But we'll keep 
working on it. 


I didn’t like your 125 CR, YZ and 
RM shootout: 


Fast as a Maico 
Jumps like a flea 
Ain’t no RM 
Gonna beat my YZ. 


Darren Douglass 
Pasadena, California 


After all my years of looking at 
DB, I’ve never seen a test on the little 
bikes, like XR75s or Yamaha 80s. 

Jim Parker 

Canby, Oregon 

P.S., I was gong to give you some 

money to help the magazine a little, 
but I already sealed the letter. 


We've been ignoring minis for a 
number of reasons; principally, 
there's no one here small, smart and 
fast enough to help us do an 
evaluation similar to those we do on 
regular-size bikes. 


You are exhibiting an appalling 
ignorance of motocross prehistory 
when you wonder at the "extra" 
motor mount on the Montesa У-75 
cases. Anyone worth their bean oil 

Continued on page 69 
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OFF-ROAD CHAMPION... 


Al Baker 
Wins With 
ennzoil 


His win record speaks for itself: 


Overall Winner—1973 SCORE Off-road World, 
Championships 

First, Class 22— 1974 Parker 400 

First, Class 21— 1974 Baja 500 

First, Class 22— 1975 Parker 400 

First, Class 22— 1975 Baja Internacional 


As Al puts it, “Off-road racing is all préparation... every 
little detail. Engine lubrication is particularly critical since vd 
you ride flat-out for nine or ten straight hours. Competing 
on 2-strokes or 4-strokes, Pennzoil gives the lasting kind” 
of engine protection it takes to win. | not only use it, but 
also sell itat my Shop Pennzoil works the way motorcycle 


ой should, andas an added benefit, it’s inexpensive” Take 


PENNZOILCOMPANY è 
Oil City Pennsylvania. = == E 


atip from Al Baker, whatever you ride, wherever you go, 


-Pennzoil is worth asking for. Pennzoil 2-Stroke, 4-Stroke 


and new Injector Oil are available at your motorcycle dealer. 


TUNNEL 


VISION 


LEN WEED 


When does a pair of sevens beat a 
three and a five? In poker, naturally, 
or sometimes with the proportional 
point spread scoring method used by 
the North American Trials Council 
for the 1975 nationals. The pair of 
seventh place finishes belonged to 
Yamaha’s Steve Darrow in his first 
two rides of the 1975 season. The 
third and fifth to Bultaco’s Bernie 
Schreiber. 

How about a 13th (Joe Masculine 
in Ohio) being worth more than a 
fourth (Bob Hopkins in Northern 
California)? Or this one: after five 
rides Yamaha’s Don Sweet had three 
wins, a third and an eighth, yet 
ranked fourth behind three riders 
with a single win apiece. Consider 
Yamaha teamsters Bob Hopkins and 
Steve Darrow. Bob’s best five rides 
were: 1-3-4-4-8; 44 FIM points. 
Steve’s best five were: 2-6-7-7-7; 29 
FIM points. Yet Darrow edged his 
teammate for sixth place in the 
national rankings. More? Schreiber 
has 36 FIM points (2-3-5-6-8), yet he 
finished tenth overall behind Bruce 
Rhyti (2-4-6-10); 26 FIM points. 

What’s going on here? This all 
must make some sense if we just look 
straight ahead enough. Come along 
while we go Tunneling. 

According to Wiltz Wagner of the 
NATC the proportional point system 
was adopted for 1975 in an effort to 
reward consistency, reflect a rider’s 
performance relative to the others in 
the same event, and provide a 
method to rank all competitors. 
Under FIM scoring Mark Eggar 
would have received the same 12 
points for finishing second 20 marks 
behind Don Sweet’s 18 in Minnesota 
as runner-up Mike Griffitts would 
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have received for finishing just 0.7 
marks behind Whaley in New York. 
With the proportional scoring 
Whaley’s win over Griffitts in New 
York was only a one half of one 
percent advantage (1000 to 
994.346). In Minnesota Sweet’s win 
was а 10% percent advantage (1000 
to 904.352) over runner-up Eggar. 

The rider’s finishing position is not 
important, just how close he finished 
to the winner. Over half of the Top 
Ten riders used a lower placing 
event among his best five rides 
because it was worth more points to 
him. 

How does the scoring system 
work? It gives the winner 1000 
points and then every other finisher 
an amount of points proportional to 
their efforts relative to both the 
winner and the last place rider. 

It helps to have a pocket 
calculator. In simplest terms, you 
calculate a constant and then 
multiply that constant times the 
difference between the rider’s score 
and that of a Theoretical Last Place 
Finisher, an imaginary rider who 
finishes behind the actual last place 
rider. 


average 
point 


spread = last place score - winner's score 


number of finishers - 1 


Theoretical Last Place 
Finisher's Score = average point spread 
+ last place score 


Constant = 1000 

TLPF's score - winner's score 
Rider's 
points = (TLPF's score - Rider's score) 
x constant 


So, three computations to 
determine the constant, then just 
subtract each rider from the 
Theoretical Last Place Finisher and 
multiply by the constant. For each 
rider. What could be simpler? 

Lets work some out. Pertinent 
info from the Colorado National. 
Winner's score—Whaley's 23. The 
riders we're calculating: Mark 
Eggars second place 39.5, Don 
Sweet's third place 40. Last place 
finisher's score — 274.8. Number of 
finishers — 48. 


average point 
spread = 274.8- 23 = 5.357447 


48 - 1 


TERES) 


Score = 5.357447 + 274.8 = 280.157447 


Constant = 1000 = 3.888668 
280.157447 - 23 
Eggar's points = 
(280.157447 - 39.5) x 
3.888668 = 935.836913 
Sweet's points = 
(280.157447 - 40) x 3.888668 = 933.892579 


Last place rider's points = 
(280.157447 - 274.8) x 3.888668 - 20.833333 


Take a look at the results of the 
Colorado National and you can see 
how the proportional point spread 
works. 


1. Whaley 23 1000.000 
2. Eggar 39.5 935.837 
3. Sweet 40 933.893 
4. Gugliel melli 42 926.115 
5. Leavitt 42.2 925.338 
6. Schreiber 45 914.449 
7. Darrow 58 863.897 
8. Smith 62 848.342 
9. Nickelsen 62 848.342 
10. Belair 67.1 828.510 
11. Hopkins 68 825.010 
15. Heath 86 755.014 
16. Griffitts 87 751.125 
20. Bradbury 106 677.240 
21. Doster 106.6 674.907 
29. Masculine 126 599.467 
36. Miller 149.8 506.917 
37. Kessler 152.1 497.973 
43. Land 171.1 424.088 
44. Hudspeth 198.3 318.316 
45. Mc-Henry 202.8 300.817 
46. Borgman 204.1 295.762 
47. Mc-Gowan 207 284.485 
48. Schmidt 274.8 20.833 


How well or poorly the last place 
rider does affects how many points 
everyone but the winner receives. 

Continued on page 17 
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SUPER - FAST 


SERVICE 


Printed Motocross М 
otocross Gloves 
100% Nylon Jerseys With Rubber Protective Strips 


sizes =мт-хт 96.09 each $4.99 
pair 


Leather Belts 


S-M-L-XL Hand Tooled 
n PR Hand Painted 
Black Only Multi - Colored 
2 Top Grade Leather 
Pairs $4 90 h 


No. 101 Yamaha 224 Bultaco 
102 Suzuki 225 Husqvarna 
103 Honda 226 


CZ 
EE Motocross Socks 


2 for $8.99 


Sizes: 28 - 30 - 32 - 34 - 36 - 38 - 40 


Cycle Names Available 
No. 160 HARLEY - DAVIDSON 

1 NDA 
163 KAWASAKI 


Imprinted in Team Colors 
With Cycle Names 


А MY Pants One Size Fits All 
| by Dynamite 92.99 pair 


$15 99 Г No. 130 HONDA 
н п 131 KAWASAKI 


Æ Padded Hip 19 ANA pk 
| and Knee 
Full 
SIZES: Kids 22-24- 2 
ма Number Plates Protection 
- 34 - 36 - 38 - 40 5 DOT 
NO. 140 DENIM MX PANTS T Set of 3 
\ Approved 
With 6 


Chest Protectors 


Cable Ties $24 .99 each 
en Мате 90.99 each 


$1.99 Set Clear Flip - Up Shield 


, No. 801 Green Included - No Extra Cost 
e Хей Colors: White - Yellow - Black - Orange 


Metal Flake Red - Blue 
Sizes: S- M-L-XL 
No. 850 Racer Helmet 


- ө TO ORDER: Fill in coupon neatly. Print or type. |f 


additional space needed use plain sheet of paper. Give 
$3.00 Value Fender Flap size and cycle name where needed. Add $1.00 shipping 


with Orders Over $20 on orders under $20. We pay freight on orders $20 or 


With 


Nuts more. For CANADA shipment add $2.00 on any order. 
and cx Send. po ar Mor for same anm PLI ORDERS 
H checks take weeks to clear our bank. . 

No. 110 Hond M4 Can-A Balls - 5 Racing Decals Ala. residents add 4% sales tax. 
2 111 UAE 115 HURTS with Orders Over $10 If coupon missing make out order on plain sheet of 
112 Suzuki 116 CZ ($1.50 Value) paper. State Quantity - Item No. - Description - Size - 


113 Yamaha 117 Bultaco Price. CYCLE GEAR, Box 2001- D2, Dothan, AL 36301 


M ew Description = 3 E Г 
i z 2 ig 
а о is ü 
16 | i: 
;E 
E АЁ 
Ё pE ос E 
aiaiog g E Jg 
Orders totaling under $20, add $1.00 for shipping. On orders $20 or more, we pay shipping. т ass 
ü No CODs. Send cash or Money Order for immediate shipment. If you send check, allow 2 Е эсек H 
50e weeks for check to clear. Alabama residents add 4% sales tax. All Canada orders add $2.00. g ?Scz | 
E Ship to: z алы 
. Ten 
FREE Ё | gpl 
Ё ~ зо | 
. ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP mio 
With Any g | 258 р 
Order Ё CYCLE GEAR - BOX 2001-D2 - DOTHAN, AL 36301 $ RESS Ё 
дада 


We've taken the time and trouble to 
find all this neat stuff for you, so the least 
you can do is let these people know 
where you saw it and discovered that 
their product existed. Even if you’re just 
asking for info or buying it in a shop. Tell 


them YOU SAW IT IN DIRT BIKE! 
They'll say: Where? Dirt what? Dirt Hike? 
You might even have to explain it to 
some of them. But DO IT! They must be 
made aware that we are here. Aren't we? 


OVER THE HANDLEBARS, 
VERBALLY 

If you need something to read but 
don't want to detune your mind 
from bikes, here's a pack of stories 
about bikers. It was written by Don 
Gately and costs $3.95 from Suite 
707, Dept. 9, Bright/Massey, 321 E. 
9nd Street, Los Angeles, California 
90012. Check it out. 


SHIRT/JACKET 
Bet ya didnt know that Bell 
makes lots of stuff besides helmets. 
Like this neat red denim jacket for 
$16.75. Comes in many sizes and is 
sold at Bell dealers, or write Bell 


Helmets, 2850 East 29th Street, 
Long Beach, California 90806. 


SHOCK FLUIDS 

Bel-Ray is used by just about 
everybody who can get their hands 
on it; people like Roger, for example. 
This particular product is the LT 
series shock oil. If you want to find 
out where to get some, write Bel-Ray 
Company, Inc.,  Termalene 
Division, P.O. Box 526, Dept. DB, 
Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727. 


Lathe e SR S 


UNLO 
Its a Jet Hoist and fits half-ton, 


NEW PRODUCTS 


PUT YOURSELF 

IN ROGER’S SHOES 
Torsten Hallman and Roger 
DeCoster designed these motocross 
boots with steel toes and quick- 


release buckles. Available in sizes 
6%, 7, 8, 8%, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13. 
From Torsten Hallman Racing, 
Inc., 1490 Fayette Street, El Cajon, 
California 92020. Tell Lars we said 
hello. 


Fre 2 E 
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AD YOUR BIKE QUICKER 


Contact Truckers Supply, Inc., 1000 


three-quarter-ton and one-ton North First St., Garland, Texas 


pickups. You know you need one. 


75040. © 
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ast Track to а Cool Job! — 
Bu. Good Pay! Steady work! — 
Мы. Big Demand! _ 


P You Get Cycle To n 
and Test Instrumente to 


START VOU FASTI 


Learn at home in spare time tobea £ Le 


If you like to 
ride a bike for fun... 


LEARN TO FIX IT FOR PROFIT... _ 1 
EASY-TO-UNDERSTAND LESSONS РИС € 3 ; 
GIVE YOU PROFESSIONAL > : : d 
M E C T d | | C Bae 


“KNOW-HOW” 
Everything is explained in 
easy-to-understand language, 
complete with drawings, dia- 
. grams and photographs. You'll 
learn all about engines, carbure- 
tion, fuel systems, electrical 4 А 
system сно allen реа NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE NECESSARY Learn everything _ 
керапкгапаопыопв an from minor tune-ups to major overhauls...even if you’re a 
beginner. Experts show you what to do, how to do it—guide 
you every step of the way to become an expert motorcycle 
mechanic. Can you imagine a better way to earn your living? 
And to make it even better, the pay is great—whether you 
choose to work in a cycle shop for somebody else or decide to 
start your own motorcycle repair business. Now, thanks to 
North American, there’s a fast easy way to get the training 


clutches... replace cylinders, 
rods and bearings, and much 

you need... at home in your spare time. No need to quit school 

or your job. 


- Motorcycles are Big Business 
...апа so is Fixing Them 


saving “tips” that make you a 
real “pro.” In short, you'll learn 
everything you’ve ever wanted 
to know about motorcycles. 
SPECIAL CYCLE TOOLS & TEST 
INSTRUMENTS INCLUDED 
TO START YOU FAST! 
Professional tools plus your 
North American “know-how” 
turn you into a.skilled mechanic. 

: There are more than 3 million motorcycles registered in 

the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million more dirt bikes. 

But, there are fewer than 10,000 motorcycle mechanics 

available to repair them. (Imagine only 

one mechanic for every 600 cycles!) No 

wonder career opportunities are so great 

for the skilled mechanic. And they’re 

getting better every day! The door is 

open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE 

picture-packed motorcycle brochure. 


We teach you how to use wrenches, 
SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION 


sockets, impact screwdrivers, 
during your training ... and 
Get all the facts now... without obliga- 


yours to keep in your action- 
packed career as a motorcycle 
mechanic. Find out all about it 
now. Send for FREE color 
brochure with complete facts. 
No cost or obligation ... now 
or ever! Rush coupon today. 


MAKE NEW FRIENDS — BIKE 
OWNERS WILL SEEK YOU OUT 


Be the envy of friends & neighbors 
as they flock around to watch you 


timing lights, electrical test 
instruments, compression gauges, 
vacuum gauges, degree wheels, 
soldering irons, ignition wrench 

tion. Be the first in your neighborhood 

to cash in on the big demand for motor- 

de mechanics. Mail the coupon, 

ocay, sure: Rush this coupon 


sets, dial indicators and much, 
now for FREE CAREER FACTS 


much more! We even include a 
set of special cycle tools and 
س س کا سا سا س کا سے کا س س سے س سے کس‎ detects ee 
Careers by Home Study 


instruments to get you started 
fast! These are yours to use 

NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR, Dept. EFO16 1 

4500 Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663 


i i 
Е i I 

spar command [ш qe es p Rush free color brochure and full information on how I can become an ! 
the satisfaction in knowing you've p expert motorcycle mechanic for only a few dollars a month. 1 
got the best performing bike in І 1 
town. Plus, you can make extra NAME AGE 1 
dollars fixing motorcycles for Ч 1 [| 
your friends and neighbors. I ADDRESS I 
I I 

NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
#500 Campus Dr; Depteroie. Newport Beach: CA 92663 а АЕ SES 


Add $.50 for shipping. 
over $25.00 we pay shipping 


ENCLOSED IS Check [_] Money Order [_] 


for total $ 


G. Logo — 


H. Size, 


NAME 
STREET 


CITY 
STATE 


Color, 


ZIP 


A. CHAPELLE MX GLOVES — Durable soft calfskin leather, +I! nylon 
outside stitching, soft cushioning пеоргет е backing, elastic wrist, double 
stitched piece of leather added to thumb joint to increase life & comfort. 
Sm, Med, Lg Э0р зз тузе eee Uno .$8.95 
B. RIDER WEAR GLOVE — Combination in ov sewn for 
lasting durability, high quality calf skin. Adjustable wrist band and elastic on 
back of wrist to securo tight fit, nylon stitched durable neopremebacking, no 
palm seams to cause blisterinng. Sm, Med, Lg XIg.............. ...$8.95 
C. BELTS — The finest saddle leather available, joined by saddle stitching, 
sizes 28 - 38 M $5.95 
D. VISOR — Made from tough saddle leather, hand tooled and hand stained. 
One size fits all. Available with Japanese logos & Harley logo or with a hand 
painted brim өл egi aces TONS Е е аен EE IY Р ate КАШ $3.95 
E. STROKER — Soft leather top and a saddle leather brim, hand tooled and 
hand stained in an antique finish. Available with Japanese bike logos & 
Harley logo. Sm, Med, Lg, XLg «isses $3.95 
F. MX FACE GUARD — Comfortable protection from flying rocks, mud or 
tree branches when Enduro riding. Tough unbreakable plastic comes 
complete for installation ... $4.95 
G. LEATHER TOOL BAG — Made from tough saddle leather hand saddle 
stitching for durability, no rivets. Bag is easy to mount on bike handlebars , 
downtubes, wherever ‚58.95 
Н. WINCHESTER HAT — Маде from the best saddle leather available. This 
hat is made entirely by hand. It is hand stitched, handsomely hand tooled, 
hand laced and hand stained in antique finsih. Made to last a lifetime. Sm, 


1. RIDER WEAR HELMET — Hand-laminated fiberglass carries 
all approvals for street or professional competition. Available in magnum 


silver, white and competition orange. Sm. Med, Lg, & XLg........ $19.95 
J. DUCK BILLS — Quality plastic, with adjustable snaps to fit helmet. 
Available in black, white and orange .......................... $1.50 


K. MOUTH GUARDS — Quality pla: 
kit . . . 
L. MX GOGGLES — This corrar copy has al 
cost. Adjustable top vents, soft foam to face, tri color adjustable strap, 
bottom exhaust for no fog $4.95 
M. LIGHT WEIGHT MOTOCROSS DENIMS — Inside sewn, pad. 
leg, built in belt and buckle, colorful two tone racing stripe. Kids’ waist sizes 
are 22-24-26 . . "$16.95 
Adullts 28 - 38 evens . ... $18.95 
М. HALTER RACING JERSEY — American made nylon vented halter top. 
Standard bike logos available. Elastic bottom to secure perfect fit. 
Available in color combination red/white, green/white, blue/white, 
gold/white and black/gold. Size Sm, Med & Lg XIg................ $4.95 
О. RACING JERSEY — Nylon vented with double reinforced elbows. All 
Standard bike logos. Available in color combinations red/white, Blue/white, 
green/white, gold/white, blue/gold, silver/black, black/gold. Sizes mE 


ic, comes with snaps and fastening 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


PO BOX 484 LAREDO TEXAS 78040 512 722 5652 


NEW FROM BIKE ART 

These big, full-color 25" x 38" lithographs of the 
Kawasaki Z-1 and KX400 are beautifully detailed and 
ready for hanging or framing. Send $3.00 plus $.50 
handling for each poster to “Bike Art," P.O. Box 
25922, Los Angeles, California 90025. California 
residents add $.18 sales tax. Watch for more dirt and 
street bikes in this series. DB2 
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MECHANIC 


TRAINING 


APPROVED FOR VETERANS 
AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
AMERICAN MARINE INSTITUTE 


P. O. Box 2628, Daytona Beach, Florida 32015 


1—800-874-0645 i 


| FREE 
Fla. Res. Call Collect 1-904-255-0295 


SEND ME INFORMATION ABOUT: 
Motorcycle Mechanics Course 
Outboard Mechanics Course 
Stern Drive Mechanics Course 

76-1-19 
Age 


Name 
Street 
City 
State 


Phone (__) 
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TUNNELVISION from page 12 

The worse the last place finisher 
does, the higher everyone scores 
relative to the winner’s 1000 points. 
Consider the Texas round, for 
example. Marland Whaley finished 
fourth, Don Sweet finished third. 
The last place rider had a score of 
171.4. If he had scored a 265.1 
instead, intentionally or not, Don 
Sweet would be the national 
champion because his second place 
scoring would have increased by 
more than 11 points while Whaley’s 
remained the same. 

The better the last place rider 
does, the less points everyone gets 
relative to the winner. Consider the 
Northern California trial. If the last 
place score of 218.3 was reduced by 
28 marks Whaley’s second place 
score would have decreased over 11 
points, but still remained among his 
best five, again giving Sweet, for 
whom the event was a throw-out, 
the championship. 

How would the Top Ten have 
looked if the FIM system had been 
used in 1975? There: would have 
been two ties. The top four finishers 
would have been the same with both 
scoring systems. There would have 
been some shuffling of the next six 
riders, but all would have remained 
in the top ten. 


TOP 
TEN RIDERS 


Using FIM Points 
. Whaley (1-1-1-2-3) 
. Sweet (1-1-1-3-3) 
. Eggar (1-2-2-2-3) 
. Leavitt (1-3-4-5-5) 
. Hopkins (1-3-4-4-8) 
. Guglielmelli (2-3-4-4-5) 
. Schreiber (2-3-5-6-8) 
. Griffitts (2-5-6-7-9) 


Continued on page 78 
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BAY AREA 
BULTACO 


Mail Order parts & 
accessories 


Pomeroy replica frame 
modifications 


Full service -- 


Bultaco only 
Plastic boots 
available 
send 75¢ for catalogue 
5606 W. Manchester 


Los Angeles, Calif. 90045 
(213) 826-7856 


When the dam broke at Buffalo Creek, West 
Virginia, a lot of people weren't as lucky as 
this little guy. 

Jamieand the rest of the Mosley family 
made it up the hill just in the nick of time. 
Seconds later, a wall of water swept all their 
earthly possessions away. 

Here you see Jamie in the Red Cross 
shelter, thinking it all over. 

One look at that face, and were awfully 
glad we were there to help. 

Every year, you know, Red Cross 
touches the lives of millions upon millions 
of Americans. Rich. Poor. Average. Black. 
White. Christian and Jew. With support. 
With comfort. With a helping hand when 
they need it. 

Sowhen youopen your heart, with your 
time or your money, you can be certain it’s 
in the right place. 


Red Cross. 
The Good 
Neighbor. 
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ALL NEW 
PRODUCTS 
FROM DG 


HERE IT IS! 


CR125 


DG's 1976 model 
17-fin Radial Head 


A totally new design concept: new com- 
bustion chamber provides more horse- 
power instantly. Dyno-testing shows the 
17-fin design reduces head and exhaust 
temperatures by as much as 100 degrees. 
New manufacturing method keeps price 
low. Available now for CR125 ....$39.95 


and a new 13-fin model for YZ80 $34.95 


yum ШО 
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NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW 
Radial Head for YZC Mono 


and Suzuki RM125 $39.95 


Now available from DG 


The Gas Girling Shock 


What makes the Gas Girling so great? 
Just ask Heikki Mikkola—they're the ones 
he won with. Available in 11.8 or 13-inch; 
specify 80, 90, 100, 110-Ib. spring rate 
(springs included) 


98.50/pr. 


Now you have a choice .. . 
Aluminum or Chromoly. 


DG ALUMINUM 
SWING ARMS 


The famous DG swing arm in either the for- 
ward-mount or lay-down design is now 
manufactured from weight-saving alum- 
inum at no increase in price. ($109.95 
most models.) Available for Honda, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki, Yamaha (soon avail- 
able for others.) 


LAY-DOWN 


FORWARD-MOUNT 


DG's Mono-shock frame uses 4130 
chromoly with gold-anodized cad- 
mium plating. Heliarc welded for 
max. strength. Won't scratch, chip 


or peel. Stock components fit. 
Frame only 
XR75 ... . $295.00 


YZ80 ... 11 $325.00 
with Gas Bilstein shock 
. $349.00 


XB. em 
.. $379.00 


Very - 
*SOON AVAILABLE * 
CR MONO-FRAME 


125YZC (Mono) PIPE 


Dave Williams won the Mammoth Moun- 
tain Motocross with this pipe $48.95 


it 


Available from DG 


The New Inter-Am 
Solid-Stock Aluminum 


Handlebars ama-approved 
The super-light, super-strong, SUPER 
BAR by Inter-Am. Made from #2024 
solid-stock anodized aluminum, with 
almost twice the bending resistance of 
chromoloy and almost 4 times that of 
mild steel. And, no more cross bar to 
loosen your teeth. Available in beautiful 
anodized Silver, Gold, or Black ..$14.95 


We also have the 
Marzocchi Gas Shock 


in all popular links and 
valving. $99.50 complete. 


FORK BOOTS 
$8.95/pr. 


; High quality rubber; accordian design. 


Protect front fork works. Black, also in 
red, yellow, or blue. 


Sprocket Kit with Chain 


Eliminate chain problems on your CR125. 
Uses 520 chain. Countershaft drilled and 
tapped. Horseshoe-clip included. Rear 
teeth: 48, 49, 50 or 51. Front teeth: 12, 
ЗОЛАТА = Mio e $42.95 


PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIES inc. 


5552 La Palma Avenue East = Anaheim, California 92806 = 714/996-4430 


>= SHOULDER & CHEST 


PROTECTOR by KOHO 


EA complete freedom of movement with 
maximum protection. Shoulder caps 
and biceps of white, shock-resistant 
polyethylene. Chest and back of poly 
reinforced foam. Covered with yellow, 
moisture-proof Nyltex nylon. Fully ad- 
justable Velcro straps—comfortable, 
form-fitting without bulk. Very 
lightweight . . . $39.95 


Heavy Duty Clutch Springs 


For CR125. Adds to clutch life, stops 
power loss due to slippage. 
Set of 6 


SAN) 
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GAS YOUR FORKS! 


Adaptor for charging front fork with air 
for extra cushion. Lets you remove fork 
springs and run with a straight air/oil sus- 
pension. Yamaha, Suzuki, and Honda 
(others Soon) «etos о. qoe $15.95/pr. 


JT Racing “Phase II” 
FOAM AIR FILTER 


Available for most models of racing bikes. 
Prices vary. 


Book of Tricks 
for 1975 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


$]oo 


#11 


$23.95 


DG 
SKATEBOARD 


Manufactured from unbreakable urethane 
with anti-slip surface. Has that just-right 
flex and an extra wide tail for better 
footing. The trucks are specifically 
designed for skate boards. Urethane 
board has 100% guarantee against break- 
age. Available in red, yellow or blue. 


DG is proud to offer 


TIBBLIN GLOVES 


Superior quality. Manufacturer guaran- 
tees materials and workmanship for 3 
months. 100% lambskin, fully padded. S, 
M, L, XL $28.85/pr. 


Finn Fighter “707” 
FACE MASK 


Developed by JT Racing, Heikki Mikkola, 
and KOHO of Finland, new design fea- 
tures venting to provide more “breath- 
able” air and cooler circulation of air; 
adjustable to wear close in, far out, tilted; 
shatterproof, bends but doesn’t break. 
Streamlined look in red, white and blue 
Mikkola colors $8.95 


MIKKOLA | "ÜNLEATHERS" by KOHO AMA-approved 


These are the new GP pants that the 
Moto-X world is raving about. Made of 
nylon and goat skin, they combine the 
best features of both. Lightweight . . . cool 
. . water-repellent... durable. Ideal for 
desert or back east hot, humid summer 
riding. Goat skin in crotch and inner knee 
{ helps you keep a grip on your machine. 
Available in Mikkola red, white and blue; 
Team Yamaha white-yellow and black; 
Team Husky blue with yellow strip; Team 

g Maico red-black and yellow ...$110.95 


DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 


PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIES inc. 


Left to right — Dave Williams, 125-250 Pro; Broc Glover, 125 Pro; Gary Denton, 125 Pro; Kevin Harlow, 125 Jr; 
Dave Eropkin, 125 Pro; Bob Hanna, 125-250 Pro. 
Front row, left- Dominic Brock, mechanic; right, Rocky Williams, mechanic. 


They are part of the 25-rider DG Race Team. DG owns and races more bikes than 
any other performance shopin the industry. The DG riders demand the very best 
in performance equipment. It has to work for these riders to stay on the team, and 
they win races—a lot of races. Because of a highly successful race season, two DG 
riders are now under factory contract. Everything DG makes and sells for your 
bike has first been race-tested by our team. The experience we gain helps us to 


build better products for you. DG can help you to the winner's circle. See you at 
the races. 


DG's new 1976 "Book of Tricks" (catalog) with even more pages and more products is now іп 
production. It will be completed in about two months ... showing the latest in new and 
improved performance, maintenance, and convenience items. Be among the first ... reserve 
your copy now by sending $1.00 to 

e e 
DG Performance Specialties, Inc. 


5552 La Palma Avenue East и Anaheim, California 92806 = 714/996-4430 | 


G RACE-TESTED AND GUARANTEED PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 


DEALER INQUIRY INVITED 


The racket from 135 engines 
revved by finalists at Baldwin, 
Kansas, was drowning out the 
clatter of adding machines that 
totaled the points and summed up 
past amateur winners. Sponsored by 
Can-Am, the championships were 
being determined after a series of 
AMA-sanctioned regional qualifying 
races. The top 15 riders in each of 
the three displacement classes from 
the Atlantic, Midwest and Pacific 
Regions pitted at Baldwin's Wheel- 
sport Motorcycle Club track. From 
47,000 entries and 135 races, the 
championships were at stake for 
would-be number ones who had 
outrun everybody else to the final 
starting gate. 

Before the first moto, "winners" 
had already emerged from 
reputations built on qualifying 
performances. Picks in the zipper 
class were two-time mini bike 
champ Gene McCay (Lexington, 
Tennessee), Mike Barnett (Bridge- 
view, Illinois) and John Tessitore 
(Bonita, California). 

Big-bore boars were Donald Van- 
Hoozer (Ottawa, Illinois) and 
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NUMBER ONE SHOOTOUT FOR NUMBER ONE PLATE 


Jim Connolly proves you don’t have to be 15 to race motocross 


NATIONAL 
AMATEUR 
MOTOCROSS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


by Jack Harwood 


Gerald Howell (El Cajon, Cali- 
fornia). Both had swept all three 
qualifiers in their regions. Middle- 
class choices pitted Ed Moor 
(Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey) 
against Tim Miller (Jackson, 
Michigan) and Todd Snyder 
(Vaughn, Washington). 

As the action developed in the first 
125 moto, pre-race predictors looked 
good. Barnett and McCay finished 
1-2, with Tessitore tagging along 


with a fifth. Barnett hit the first turn 
in the lead, but his velocity carried 
him high on the rim, giving Ed 
Davis (Tacoma, Washington) time 
to herd his Honda over the big jump 
in front of the pack. McCay and 
Tessitore were jammed in the pack. 
Barnett blasted past Davis to take 
the lead while McCay struggled 
through the pack to take a firm grip 
on second. As Barnett imitated 
Marty Smith, Tessitore, Glen Taylor 


DIRT BIKE 


Mark Barnett, Number One 125 amateur. 


FEBRUARY 1976 


(Perry Hall, Maryland) and Kevin 
Arnold (Louisville Fried Chicken) 
engaged three evenly matched 
Yamahas. Tessitore won that battle 
but not the war, finishing fifth 
behind Barnett, McCay, Davis and 
Curtis. 

Barnett continued his Marty 
Smith act in the second moto while 
other action threw second place up 
for grabs. Doing most of the 
grabbing was Oren Wolfe (Laurel, 
Maryland), who carded a seventh in 
the first moto, easing into third at 
the flag right behind Brent Euen of 
Elgin, Illinois (9-2-11). Tessitore’s 
fourth place finish put him third 
overall, ahead of Ed Davis going 
into the last moto. 

The final 125 round saw Barnett, 
McCay and Tessitore finish in the 
order they ended overall. Texan Kurt 
Janish cranked up for a 13-8-5 to 


ni - = ; Pet Le | 
It's along way to Kansas for Ed Davis 
(15) and Greg Burgess: Washington and 
Ohio, respectively. 


finish fifth overall. Davis’ mechan- 
ical problems dealt him a disastrous 
28 in the final moto and a ninth 
place in the final list. The rest of the 
top ten scores were fluctuating sums 
of racing luck and so-so scores. 
Douglas Cowell ran a steady 10-9-8 
to an overall sixth ahead of Richard 
(not Donald) VanHoozer with an 
11-7-10 and seventh for the day. 

While Mike McGowan throttled 
his way to the ace plate in the 
middle class, it was Jeff Heaston (Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana) who had to feel 
jinxed. Heaston fought to a 2-2 score 
behind McGowan and appeared to 
have second cinched with pre-race 
favorite Ed Moor coming up to the 
final moto with a 4-3. Heaston was 
figuring that with a little good luck 
for himself and bad luck for 
McGowan, first wasn’t all that 
impossible. 

In the first moto, the field 
stampeded the gate for a false start. 
The front-runners missed the red 
handkerchief when it was dropped, 
so the second start was delayed until 
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а small group of bikes played ring- 
around-the-track. 

Local favorite, Kansan David 
Lahey, put the holeshot to the 
second start. But Lahey didn’t get to 
enjoy the front position long before 
Jeff Heaston tried it and liked it. 
Tom Snyder, who was making the 
only decent showing on a Can-Am 
(the sponsoring brand), held his 
third spot until Ed Moor pressed 
by him in the sixth lap. In the 
meantime, McGowan made his 
move out of nowhere to sweep into 
the lead. 

McGowan, Heaston and Moor 
outran the field in the second moto, 
finishing in that order and leaving 
the crowd dazzled by the hottest 
contest of the day. 

McGowan cruised to a third in the 
last moto to fix the number one plate 
on his Suzuki. But other contestants 
started to make things happen to the 
other finishing positions. Blaine 
Elledge (Woodinville, Washington) 
put the hurt on the field and 
salvaged some recognition for 
sponsoring Can-Am by taking a 
determined first and a sixth overall. 
Can-Amer Jeffrey Mathews strung a 
fourth place final finish with a 


ШМА. 


First turn of the second 250 moto; 
Jeffrey Heston (8) leading eventual 
winner Michael McGowen. 


previously carded 9-4 to earn a 
fourth overall ahead of Todd 
Snyder, who duplicated his second 
moto 9 to add up a fifth overall and 
6-9-9 for the day. Moor steadily 
climbed as he scored a 4-3-2 to edge 
out Jeff Heaston with nine total 
points but a lower finish in the last 
moto (2-2-5). 

In the big-bores, Kenny Adams 
made it look easy on his CZ as he 
swept. Adams won the starts, the 
middle and the finishes, challenged 
only briefly and distantly by Jeffrey 
Provost, who carded a 2-2-2 to nail 
down the number two plate in the 
open class. Westerner Chuck 
Pettigrew tapped out with a 4-6-4 
and third place ahead of Ken Frost. 
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Frost was sunk with a 16 in the first 
moto, but a strong 3-3 finish buoyed 
him up to fourth overall. Gerald 
Howell, who was supposed to beat 
everybody, looked great in the initial 
moto with a third, but faded to a 
fifth overall with a 12-8 to go with 
his 3. 

DIRT BIKE’s Jim Connolly tested 
the density of Kansas clay when he 
sampled a clod with his Adam’s 
apple. His 17th finish in the first 
moto was a mark of survival. His 
tenth overall put him in the middle 
of scoring muddles made from 
scoring and racing luck. 

As the dust settled on the first 
National Amateur Motocross it had 
to be declared а success. The 
number one plates were earned in a 
confrontation by riders, not 
announced after comparison of 
point totals. That, alone, is reason 
enough to congratulate Can-Am and 
the AMA. 

There were enough sandbaggers 
to keep each other honest. Many 
previous owners of professional 
tickets now have a place to compete 
on a budget and hardware level with 
a lot of excellent riders who can’t go 
pro. Any good rider can aim for 


 [nterpart gives you 


for the street £ 


ae 
f 


e 


P „ 


f. 


Mulholland v e 


total suspension systems 


Team Mulholland 1976 through scientific.and;racing expertise has 
developed the -ültimate shock for competition riding; the E TG (Long 
Travel Gas-rebuildable) shock. A shock designed to meet the rigors of С.Р. 
and‘ cantilever suspension- systems. The ЕТС features: self lubricating 

top and bottom bushings, extra large.oil capacity reservoir, and 

aluminum cooling fins. In the tradition of the rebuildable-SS and 

MX shocks; the E TG is tunable to your style of ride with 

interchangable compression and rebound valving. 


Other new Team Mulholland members include the rebuildable 
Mulholland GASPRING !™ (The Spring With A Brain), Harley 
shocks, an expanded line of chrome springs, new. gas 
conversion kits for the MX-and:SS shocks; and a new 

33 inch long travel MX fork. 


Join the team... Team Mulholland. 


For information on Interpart's complete line of 
motorcycle products, send $2.00 to Dept. DB-1 


Following in Tony DiStefano's footsteps 
out of Pennsylvania, Ken Adams riding 
with Tony's old number and old make. 


Jim reports that these guys are serious. 
They were classed as amateurs, but the 
atmosphere in the pits and on the track 
was pure professional. 


national recognition, without the 
bucks it takes or gets. 

The West did not dominate, as 
many anticipated. Each region 
wound up with a number one plate. 
And the challengers for that coveted 
number were fairly scattered across 
the country. 

Next year, a marked improvement 
will be made in the geographic 
distribution of the qualifying events. 
Regional finals were pretty much 
out of reach for Texans, Floridians 
and those from states with many 
good riders. Qualifiers will be 
divided into nine areas instead of 
three regions to encourage an even 
broader-based participation. If the 
finals are indicative, AMA officiating 
established better standards of 
programming, promptness and 
scoring accuracy, which are much 
needed on the “Any Sunday” 
calendars that schedule races every 
week and fight off protests and 
discontent caused by sloppy control 
and poor organization. In the final 
assessment, the National Amateur 
Motocross Championship exceeded 
most expectations, except for those 
of Barnett, McGowan and Adams. 
They figured to get that number one 


the best there is 
..and the dirt. 


plate right from the beginning . . . 
and so did most of the other 47,000 
entries! 


RESULTS 


Mark Barnett (Hon) 1-1-1 Bridgeview, IL 
Gene McCay (Nog) 2-5-2 Lexington, KY 
John Tessitore (Yam) 5-4-3 Bonita, CA 

Brent Euen (Hon) 9-2-11 South Elgin, IL 

Kurt Janish (Hon) 13-8-5 Plano, TX 

Douglas Cowell (Hon) 10-9-8 Ithaca, NY 
Richard VanHoozer (Kaw) 11-7-10 Ottawa, IL 
Kevin Arnold (Yam) 6-13-15 Louisville, KY 

Ed Davis (Hon) 3-6-28 Tacoma, WA 

Robert Shoup (Hon) 18-14-7 Tipp City, ІА 


250cc 

Michael McGowan (Suz) 1-1-3 Spring Valley, CA 
Edwin Moor (Mai) 4-3-2 Woodcliff Lake, NJ 
Jeffrey Heaston (Hon) 2-2-5 Fort Wayne, IN 
Jeffrey Mathews (C-A) 9-4-4 El Cajon, CA 
Todd Snyder (C-A) 6-9-9 Vaughn, WA 

Blaine Elledge (C-A) 15-12-1 Woodinville, WA 
Chuck Bender (Hus) 14-15-6 Appleton, WI 
Keith Barghahn (Suz) 11-10-16 Waterloo, IA 
David Morris (Kaw) 19-8-11 Poway, CA 

Troy Bradshaw (Bul) 18-14-7 Middleberg, VA 


Open 

Kenneth Adams (CZ) 1-1-1 West Grove, PA 
Jeffrey Prevost (Mai) 2-2-2 Perry Hall, MD 
Chuck Pettigrew (Mai) 4-6-4 Lucerne Valley, CA 
Kenneth Frost (Suz) 16-3-3 La Mesa, CA 

Gerald Howell (Hus) 3-12-8 El Cajon, CA 
Vincent D'Ercole (Yam) 11-5-9 Alexandria, VA 
Delno Becker (CZ) 12-7-10 Oroville, CA 

Dale Sanders (Yam) 20-8-7 Winchester, IN 

Dale Parlin (Bul) 10-15-15 Athens, MI 

Jim Connolly (Bul) 17-10-14 Redondo Beach, CA 
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a vital system within your system 


Only Filtron’s patented convoluted design creates a pulsating action that 
keeps the air passages clear for maximum maintenance of your fuel to air mixture. 
This pulsating system is activated every time you start your engine. 


The No. 1 motorcycle filter in America gives you replacement elements for 


ALL motorcycles. Our line includes sock filters for off-road, special 
sock filters for street, fuel filters, gas cap seals, 


expandable head bands and wrist bands, 
ear plugs and face masks. 


Filtron also covers the dirt with a 
complete selection of filters for other 
off-road vehicles, RVs, dune buggies, 

VWs, pick-ups and mini-trucks. 


1 
El Segundo, California шеграг 


More what it’s like and how to 
build it. Today’s seminar concerns 
desert racing — Baja desert racing 
— the 1975 Baja 500 to be specific. 
The 250 and overall motorcycle 
winners were Bruce Ogilvie and 
Larry Roeseler aboard a modified 
Harley-Davidson street enduro. 
The 500 class winners were Al Baker 
and Gunnar (Token Magazine 
Swede) Lindstrom aboard a 
substantially altered Honda XL350. 
The guys on the big bike finished 13 
minutes behind the guys on the 
15-incher. It wasn’t too difficult to 
get 'em all together. Here's what we 
found out. 


DIRT BIKE 


First, the overall winner, the 250 
Davidson. 

Larry and Bruce, who race out of 
Dale’s Modern Cycle in San 
Bernardino, ran a stock engine. The 
same showroom stock chrome-lined 
engine shipped from Milwaukee. 
Well, maybe they took 60 thou- 
sandths off the head and stuck in an 
H-D forged MX piston. They ran the 
stock clutch, ignition and gearbox, 
using the C-model transmission. 

Carburetion by a 34mm Mikuni. 
A carb stay was built to take weight 
off the rubber flange and the 
exposed, unmounted air filter. Clean 
air courtesy of K&N. They ran the 
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same filter for the entire race. 

Dale Marschke made a snake-type 
up-pipe. It’s available to SXists 
everywhere. Just ask for the DAM 
pipe. 

The kickstarter was lifted from a 
1975 125 MXer, obviously not an 
H-D. 

Gearing for the race was 15/52. 
(They generally use 15/55 for 
Mojave desert racing.) Circle 
Industries rear sprocket. They built 
a chain guide and bolted on a 
Bultaco chain tensioner. Diamond 
chain. 

Curnutt air/oil shocks. Fourteen- 
inchers with five inches of travel, 
mounted at a 77-degree angle. The 
bottom mount was moved two 
inches forward. Travel was just over 
eight inches. Bel-Ray LT oil was 
used. 

Dick's Accessories repadded the 
Harley saddle. 

The swingarm was beefed up by 
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Dale's, lengthened one inch, and a 
little plastic chain protector added. 
The frame was also braced at 
appropriate points. 

For more straight-line stability the 
head angle was kicked out three 
degrees by making a cut behind the 
steering head. The rest of the stock 
SX250 frame was retained. 

Front end suspension was Boge/ 
Mulholland. Part FOL 35-31. Travel 
was 7.5 inches. They use #1734 
springs with one-inch preload and 
6% ounces of ATF. (Interpart, the 
importer, will send a Fork 
Application Chart for the askin’, 
enclose $2 for a catalog.) 

DG Performance fork boots and 
Petty Garders. Petty fenders, too. 

D.I.D rims. Cheng Shin tires and 
tubes. 3.50x21 and 4.00/4.50x18 six- 
ply Six Days. Seventeen pounds 
pressure for Baja. 

The gas tank came from the 
world's fastest motorcyclist, Don 


Vesco. They used a 4.1-gallon 
Husqvarna model with a Circle 
Industries gas cap. 

Bars and what goes on them. 
K&N's HR4 Low Desert bars, K&N 
plug holder, American Pro grips, 
Magura levers and Teflon Terry- 
cable throttle cable. 

Yamaha front brake (Part 431- 
26341-02) and clutch cables (Part 
214-26335-00) were used since the 
wheels came off a Yamaha 400MX. 
The front fit on perfectly, the rear 
required a spacer. They had to weld 
a bracket for the backing plate stay 
arm. The rear brake cable came 
from a H-D Baja 100. 

The footpegs were beefed up and 
given more teeth. 

Doodads. Chain, master links and 
chain breaker fastened to the front 
downtube. 

Champion N3G spark plug. 
Bel-Ray oil mixed 40:1; the oil 
injection was removed. 
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Here’s Bruce goosin’ the orange-tanker. 


Bruce (left) and Larry and their Freedom Machine. 


Jetting. 2.5 slide, 270 main, 6CF1 
needle and 35 or 40 pilot. 

How about the Honda? It was 
built by Bill Bell at Long Beach 
Honda. Here’s the rundown: 

Tires. Trelleborg six-ply 4.50x18, 
Cheng Shin six-ply 3.50x18. D.I.D 
rims. 

Curnutt 14%-inch, five-inch 
travel gas/oil shocks. 

Fenders by Mary Petty’s favorite 
pilot. 

The saddle was lifted from an 
XL175, given more padding. 

Frame and swingarm from C&J 
Precision Products. 

Tank. The 3.2-gallon container 
from the MR175. 

Solid aluminum J-Bars, No. 33- 
144, the Husky bend. Magura levers. 

Betor forks and triple clamps. 
Baker's fork boots. 


Hubs and brakes from a CR250. 

Gearing. 15/42. 

Gearbox. The stock gears were 
modified to reduce slop. Barnett 
clutch. 

Engine. 402cc kit from Long 
Beach Honda. Pipe too. Mikuni 
carb, 36mm. A K&N air filter in a 
C&J air box. ~ 

Compression release from Rocky. 

CZ racing chain. 

Jetting. 3% slide, 6F8 needle, 159 
P5 needle jet, 230 main, 30 pilot. 

That’s about it. Bill Bell told us he 
builds about six of these special a 
month and the price ranges from 
$1800 to $3200, depending on just 
how exotic the purchaser wants to 
get. Engine displacement can range 
from 250cc up to 502cc. 

How do they run? The Honda is 
heavier, faster, has a wider power- 


band but can’t be run as hard over 
rough terrain. The lighter Harley, 
with more wheel travel, particularly 
in the rear, could absorb the hard 
stuff better. It also has to be shifted a 
lot more. 

Comment of one of the four- 
strokers. “The Harley is really gutless 
compared to the Honda. Any 250 
motocrosser could beat it in a drag 
race.” Sour grapes? Sore loser? No, 
just stating facts. A 402cc race- 
modified four-stroke engine will put 
out more torque, more horsepower 
than a stock street enduro 250 with 
just pipe and carb mods. The idea is 
to be around at the end. Bruce and 
Larry were around at the end first 
with a bike geared to top out at 
about 85. More haste in the rough 
stuff with a lighter, longer travel 

Continued on page 73 
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Forget your troubles. Get on a new RM 250 or 370. 
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GRAND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TRAIL 


Gene Romero sits in the pits after 
practice, quietly smoking and 
sweating. It is the TT National at 
Peoria, Illinois, and the atmosphere 
feels like a close-fitting sweat suit in 
a sub-Saharan rain forest. Droplets 
run off the end of Burrito's nose, 
trickle around his mouth, and fall 
off his race-scarred chin. Dirt 
mottles his neck, making it browner 
than any tan, and blue dye from 
unlined leathers colors his chest and 
arms. À huge, round welt festers and 
oozes blood on his left collarbone, a 
reminder of a rock thrown by 
another rider on the rough, oiled- 
topsoil surface of Peoria's racetrack. 
Mosquitoes from an infield creek 
circle about, looking to make a 
handy meal out of Gene's bare back. 

As the loudspeakers announce the 
pre-race riders’ meeting, an AMA 
official walks up. “Gene,” he asks, 
“will you put on your shirt? I hate to 
ask you, but you know the rules.” 

“It’s crazy,” mutters Romero as he 
tugs his sweat-soaked, dirt-caked 
T-shirt on over his head, “because 
you're burning up. It's stupid.” 

Halfway through the 1975 season, 
Gene's tolerance for petty AMA 
edicts is sharply reduced. He has 
won only one national — the 
Daytona road race — and no dirt 
tracks. His relationship with 
Yamaha is at an all-time low, since 
racing director Pete Shick pulled all 
support for Romero's dirt track 
effort just a few weeks ago. A 
privateer after years of full factory 
backing, National Number Three is 
very moody. 

Gene discards a loose tear-off as 
he sits on the pre-grid hours later, 
waiting for the start of the Semi he 
must finish first or second to win a 
spot in the points-and-money-paying 
Main. An AMA representative picks 
up the thin sheet of acetate, wipes it 
off on his shirt, looks through it, and 
carries it away, grinning like a small 


child. 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 


GENE ROMERO? 


by John Ulrich 
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Romero wins the Semi, but ruins 
his hands doing it. He doesn’t wear 
gloves on dirt tracks, and the 
combination of  friction-tape 
wrapped grips and an incredibly 
rough track surface brings out huge, 
blood-filled blisters. 

In the Main, Gene runs fourth 
until “Т couldn't even hold onto the 
throttle. I was right behind Mert. 
My hands just wouldn't work." 
Fading to ninth, Romero can only 
watch as Sonny Burres wins, David 
Aldana and Mert Lawwill following 
— after Kenny Roberts breaks his 
chain dicing with David. 

Hillsides around the track are a 
collage of beer and рор cans 
afterwards. Someone drags a suit- 
case out on the infield grass, opening 
it after the spectators and most 
officials have filed out the front gate, 
and begins working a cigarette 
roling machine as fast as he can. 
Loaded vans start weaving and 
sliding out of the pits, and the party 
moves to a nearby shop, where a 
wheelbarrow full of beer and ice 
awaits. 

"Boy," Romero tells the circle of 
racers gathered around the wheel- 
barrow, "when I first started racing, 
I was a real berzerker. If I got hurt I 
got out of the Army, and if I won I 
made money, so I couldn't lose. I'd 
be so up I'd be running second and 
throw it away because I wanted to 
Ninos 

The sun comes up before Romero 
reaches home in Indianapolis. 


* * * 


"Im here," yells David Aldana, 
bursting through the front door with 
widespread arms Monday afternoon. 

"The band isnt ready yet," 
answers car racer Jimmy Caruthers, 
who shares the house with Romero. 

"Oh, well in that case I'll go back 
out and come in again." 

The day already blown, Romero, 
Aldana, Caruthers and Eddie Wirth 
make good use of the night, 
bouncing from bar to bar. At 4:00 
a.m. David is the first to screech up 
to the house and stumble in. He 
grabs the phone before anyone else 
has a chance, peers at a business 
card covered with phone numbers, 
and shakily dials. "This is the true 
sign of a racer," he laughs while 
waiting for an answer. "Never gives 
up. 

Then, hearing a voice on the other 
end, David starts talking, with 
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Romero jeering in the background. 
*Hi. I met you last year when I was 
in the hospital. My name's David. 
Aldana. Yeah. I was wondering 


Tuesday starts at 1:00 p.m. АП 
three bike racers wash and work on 
their vans, drawing crowds of 
neighborhood children who point 
and stare, hoping to get a glimpse of 
Jimmy Caruthers. 

By 10:00 p.m., Romero and 
Aldana are ready to try the town 
again. Wirth stays behind to 
conserve money, opting for a 
neighborhood beer bar, and hitting 
the sack by 1:00 a.m. Team Mexican 
wanders in at 4:30. 

Sleeping until noon, David and 


Gene convoy their vans to Hinsdale 
(outside Chicago), Illinois, for a 


Wednesday night short-track at 
Santa Fe Speedway. 

In the pits after practice, Romero 
sweats and strains, struggling to 
adjust his footpegs before time trials. 
"Hey," he shouts over at a photog- 
rapher draped with Nikons. “Hang 
out somewhere else for awhile, 
because I'm really getting rattled." 

Another racer's girlfriend joins the 
retreating correspondent. “Have you 
noticed how moody Gene gets at the 
racetracks lately?" 

"Boy, have I ever!" 

“The other racers think it's funny, 
and that just makes him worse. You 
never know how he’s gonna be.” 
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Long lines of riders await their 
chance to qualify. Several 
competitors at a time, evenly spaced, 
are let out on the quarter-mile dirt 
oval imbedded with bottle caps and 
glass fragments. Each gets a green 
flag after three-quarters of a lap, 
rides one time lap to qualify, 
receives the checkered flag, and is 
waved off the course. 

Four-foot steel plates welded 
together and topped with chain link 
separate track and grandstands, and 
crashes usually require the 
ambulance. Track officials light 
pools of gasoline left behind by 
fallen riders, burning it off the slick 
surface. 

Romero doesn't make the Main. 
Fast time is set by a local Novice. 

In the “В” race (which Romero 
alternately calls “the consi" and “the 
dildo race”), Gene pulls into the pits 
on the third lap, running second to 
last. 

“It bogged off the line,” he 
explains to his friends. “Must have 
fouled a plug.” 

“Boy,” says Frank Gillespie after 
Romero walks back to his van, 
“Gene’s short-tracker is primo. Га 
like to get my hands on that baby.” 

“He’s got another one just like it 
sitting in his shop back. in 
California,” adds Eddie Wirth. 

“What was the problem when he 
pulled off early?” asks a late arrival. 

“He was just getting beat too 
bad," shrugs David over his 
shoulder, as he walks away from the 
silence. 

Santa Fe's lights lend a blueish 
cast to everything they touch. Gene 
loads his van, and heads in convoy 
for a party at a nearby friend's 
house. There, with the others, he 
proceeds to party until 4:00 a.m. 


ж жож 


“The reason I’m detonating so bad 
is that I’m looking so bad out there,” 
Gene explains to no one in particular 
as he heads back to Indianapolis 
Thursday afternoon. “I just haven’t 
been making any money. If I was 
chips-up it would be different, but 
I’m not.” 

Romero is very much money- 
oriented. Every material thing he 
owns he wishes to be the best it can 
be. His van is in perfect condition. 
He worries about it constantly and 
washes it every time it gets dirty. He 
consistently has the most sano racers 
on the circuit, even if they aren’t 
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winning. Only the least expensive 
gasoline fills the 100-gallon tanks of 
his truck, and one gets the 
impression that Romero never takes 
money for granted. 

Owner of a profitable accessory 
shop in Burbank, California, and 
several bulging bank accounts, 
Romero nonetheless worked for his 
money it didn’t come auto- 
matically. Outcast by some members 
of his family when he first decided to 
go racing instead of going to college, 
it is a matter of fierce pride with 
Gene that his career — his successful 
career — is motorcycle racing. Not 
making more and more money 
makes him moody. 

Working on his bikes Thursday 
evening to prepare for a National 
Short-Track at Santa Fe Friday, 
and a National Half Mile at Terre 
Haute, Indiana, on Sunday, Romero 
puts on his race face. Changing tires, 


The way to the AMA’s Number 
One plate is through the Grand 
National Championship. This 
series — sponsored this past year 
by Camel cigarettes — includes 
four TTs, three indoor Short- 
tracks, four road races, six Half- 
Miles and four Miles. It takes an 
all-around rider to win, even if 
they don’t have enduros or 
motocross. 

This years champion is Gary 
Scott, a 23-year-old Californian 
sponsored by Harley-Davidson. 
Gary scooped up 1358 points to 
edge out Kenny Roberts’ 1260. 
Roberts and Yamaha won six 
nationals this year, four more 


brake pads, fork seals, sprockets; 
spraying Armor-All on everything, 
he works until the bikes are 
immaculate. 

Aldana and Wirth have stayed 
behind in Illinois. “While all those 
guys are out drinking and raising 
hell," Gene says of no one specifi- 
cally, “I’m gonna be here taking care 
of business. That’s what it’s all 
about. That’s what I came back here 
for.” 

Satisfied, Burrito takes a shower, 
changes his clothes, and goes “out 
for a little while.” 

When he returns, it is 4:00 a.m. 


Жж Жж Ж 


“Hey, how ’bout that southbound 
18-wheeler, come on.” Romero 
swings into a western drawl, the 
dialect of the CB airwaves, as he 
seeks response from a passing semi 


than Scott, but Gary’s consistent 
finishes made up the difference. 
Perennial star Gene Romero 


placed ninth this year, a 
disappointing finish for the 1970 
Champion. He'd gained the title 
using Triumph equipment and 
rode Triumph again in 71 
(finishing second), ’72 (third) and 
"I3 (seventh). For 74, Yamaha 
hired Gene and he placed third 
again in the Grand Nationals. 
Then, this year, he kept his 
Yamaha sponsorship for the road 
races, but had to put all the rest 
together himself. 

It's a long, expensive, grinding 
season. 
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rig. It’s mid-afternoon Friday, the 
speedometer reads 85 mph, and 
Gene wants to know what the 
“smokies” (cops) are doing in this 
part of Indiana. 

“When they don’t answer because 
they know you’re a four-wheeler, 
you just throw a little ah-ah-ah-ah 
into your voice like you're riding in a 
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truck," explains Romero, as he 
succeeds in getting a driver to 
answer. 

"Yeah, good buddy," says 
Romero. "You're looking real good 
right on into that ol' Circle City 
(Indianapolis). Haven't seen a 
cotton-pickin' thing. How's it look 
over your shoulder there, old 


Sigon ur 


buddy?" 

“We sure do appreciate that good 
information, guy, and you're lookin' 
real good all the way into that 
Windy City (Chicago), so get that 
hammer down, come on," is the 
reply. 

"Ten-four, ten-four. We sure got 
that hammer down, and you have 
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yourself a safe truck-em-up trip, and 
maybe we catch you on the flip-flop. 
This is that California Red Eye, and 
we gone." 

Romero arrives at the racetrack 
exactly two and a half hours and 188 
miles after leaving Indianapolis, 
with no stops and no tickets. 

Gene qualifies, but second-from- 
last in his heat means no transfer 
into the Main. АП the top Yamaha 
racing brass are in the pits, worried 
about Kenny Roberts recent bad 
luck and Gary Scott's bulging point 
lead, but they studiously avoid 
Romero. 

А teen-ager works diligently at 
cleaning Gene's short-tracker, 
oblivious to the continuing race 
program. Hank Scott wins easily, 


but the boy just works, knocking off 


mud апа polishing the frame. 
"Hell," says the young man (who 
had come to the race to be allowed 
to help Gene Romero after meeting 
him the week before), “it’s an honor. 
That's why I came up from Peoria. 
Its really a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. 
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"It was a good race, eh, Gene?" 
asks an old friend. 

“Yeah, but it was a drag watching 
it," answers Number Three, already 
in his street clothes. А crowd gathers 
seeking out Romero and Aldana. 
Gene signs autographs for small boys 
and grown men alike, smiling, 
always. . 

“This is Gene, right here," a 
woman who has known him for a 
long time tells an observing reporter. 
"No one else would stand around 
like this. Not one. Roberts and Scott 
wouldn't stand around like this." 

After each autograph he signs, 
Romero says "Thank you." 

Another friend of Romero stands 
nearby. Asked if he thinks Gene's 
smoking and partying hurt his 
racing, he says, "I know it does. 
Gene could run with those guys if he 
wanted to. Being out until 4:00 a.m. 
four nights in a row isn't very 
serious. He doesn't care." 

“Why doesn't he care?" another of 
Romero's associates asks. 

The first man pulls out his wallet. 
"This. He's made his money. He's 
not very hungry. That guy who won 
is pretty hungry. 

“This is the fattest I've ever seen 
him. Have you seen him work? He 
sweats all the time. That tells you a 
lot about his endurance.” 


ж ж ж 


A lady friend comes up to Gene, 
trailing three children. “It’s time, 
Gino. This week.” Gene smiles. 

A man comes up to Gene with 
three women, all laughing, and asks 
if Romero will pose for a photo. The 
women rub up against Gene, and 
three times the man tries to take the 
photograph with his pocket 
Instamatic. Each time, the flashcube 
fails to fire. Finally, he and his 
women wander off. Gene, still 
smiling broadly, turns toward 
another child holding paper and pen 
extended. 


At 4:00 a.m. Saturday, Romero 
stops drinking whisky and starts 
drinking coffee and eating cake. At 
4:30 a.m., he climbs into his van. 
Arriving in Indianapolis at 7:00 
a.m., he sleeps until 3:00 in the 
afternoon. 

Gene drops off his short-tracker 
and picks up his half-miler late in 
the day. "This is a good one," he says 


Continued on page 75 


Trouble is 
when your bike 


looks like 
a winner, 
but you look 


like a loser. 


Forget y 
Get into Su 
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The new Yamaha RD400 is more than 
For all practical purposes, 


The living legend. 

If any motorcycle ever deserved to 
be called “legendary, it’s the Yamaha 
350 two-stroke. The Yamaha 350 
production racers have absolutely 
dominated their class for years. And 
the Yamaha RD350 street machine is 
renowned for its ability to run away 
from bikes with more than twice 

its displacement. 


Awhole new motorcycle. 
How do you improve on that kind 
of success? The styling changes 
of the RD400 are obvious. It’s 
the first production motorcycle 
to have cast aluminum wheels as 
standard equipment. The RD400 
has a new frame design and a 
new, large capacity fuel 


Its got street sense. 
We've applied all of our expertise to 
one single objective: building a street 
machine as quick and responsive 
over a broad powerband as the 350 
is quick and responsive at high rpm’. 
We wanted to build a more versatile 


and usable street machine. And the 
RD400 is just that. 


Engine re-design. 
We began by adding 8mm to the 
stroke of the RD350, taking it up to 
62mm. Bore remains the same as the 
350: 64mm. So the RD400 has a 
399cc displacement developing ap- 
proximately the same amount of 
horsepower as the 350. As a result, 
em the RD400 has 


better acceleration, 


ad 


The new cast 
aluminum wheel. 


——— = high perform- 
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better low rpm torque, and a much 
broader powerband. Usable power 
on the 350 runs from 4000 to 8000 
rpm. Usable power on the 400 runs 
from 2500 to 7500 rpm. That's a 25% 


increase in effective rpm range. 


The Powerband. 
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The RD400 The RD350 
This increase in usable horse- 
power, coupled with the Yamaha six- 
speed transmission, makes the 
RD400 a much more versatile street 
machine. It combines 


top end 


а refinement of our legendary 350. 


its awhole new motorcycle. 


with better response _ stakingly refined in order In short. 
throughout the powerband. ` to meet the needs of The new Yamaha RD400 is the best 
The RD350 can run away the broader all-around mid-size street machine 


ify powerband. 

4 This, combined 
with the more 
complete combustion of the longer- 
stroke engine has decreased spark- 
plug fouling —a common problem in 
high performance engines. 


Other important features. 
The RD400 features a Yamaha first: 
automaticselfcancelling turn signals. 
If you forget to cancel the turn 
®. signal manually, a solid state 
electronic circuit will do it for 
you. That's a safety feature 
which will prove to be 


‹ from bigger bikes screaming. The 
RD400 can leave bigger bikes 
standing still. 


Improved braking. 


Having given the RD400 more 
going power, we had to give it more 
stopping power. The RD400 has a 
hydraulic braking system with fade- 
resistant disc brakes both 
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The new 
rear disc 


brake. 


The BORER TED fuse box. 


makes it far and away the best mid- 
size street machine 


very convenient. TB. Cil level 
The main electrical. | on the market. Your "MES. warning 
connections and all | Yamaha Dealer will be APA light. 
rhe rises ofthe delighted to let you M 
ARDAO arein one discover that for 4 
convenient box located | yourself. 
just below the seat. Self cancelling En 
The RD400 also has signal indicators. 


an oil warning light which 
lights up when the oil level 
in the Autolube is getting low. 
Another feature youll ap- 
front and preciate in city and country 
rear. Cycle said 
the Yamaha front disc Heu was the 
most effective they'd ever tested. 


And the rear brake of the RD400 is 


essentially the same brake. 


Improved handling. 

We've also made the RD400 a better 
handling motorcycle. The frame has 
been completely re-designed, and 
the engine is farther forward, for 
better balance. Front forks and rear 
suspension have been improved to 
better absorb the shocks of those 
small surface irregularities that can 
become big problems when youre 
cornering. Like the RD350, the 
RD400 corners beautifully. 


Improved carburetion. 
The RD400, like the RD350, is fed 


by twin 28mm Mikuni carburetors. 
But carburetion has been pain- 


riding. 


When you know how theyre 
ыи мы ll buy aYamaha. 


FEET-UP WRAP-UP 


OBSERVED 
TRIALS NATIONALS......... 


Teen Thumper Takes Title 
mi = ; se m The second North American Trials 
А Council National Series produced а 
new observed trials champion, 
17-year-old Marland Whaley. 
Defending champion Lane Leavitt 
placed fourth, ending a three-year 
stint at the top of the heap. Leavitt 
took the title last year, the first 
organized by the NATC and 
sanctioned by the AMA, with a 
perfect score of five wins in the best 
five of nine series. The two previous 
years he had won the “unofficial” 
two-day nationals held in Michigan 
by handy margins. 

Whaley, Number Two last year 
riding for Montesa, joined the 
Honda team for е ’75 campaign, 
spearheading the manufacturer’s 
five-rider assault on the Leavitt/ 
Bultaco top spot. Teammates Mark 
; Eggar, Joe Guglielmelli and George 
Smith III grabbed third, fifth and 
12th, and team manager Bob Nickel- 
sen, who rode just the final four 
events of the series, took 22nd. 

Runner-up, just 11 points behind 
Whaley's winning total of 4931.688, 
was Yamaha's Don Sweet, who took 
third last year. The 18-year-old New 
Yorker was an early leader in the 


We 
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at Fairplay, Colorado. Riders renamed 
the town, changed Fair to Fore. Whaley 
won the trial despite dirty riding. Splash 
landing photo by Pam Cooper. 


FEBRUARY 1976 41 


& 


: ee ЖО AS 
Section one near Murderer’s Gulch in Northern California. Time penalty 
dropped Whaley to second behind teammate Mark Eggar. Both riders 
were debuting the 198-pound, 300cc titanium specials in national 
competition. 


Lane Leavitt took fourth in opener 
aboard ratty sounding practice bike 
after main machine didn't get back 
from Scottish Six Days. He won his 
second ride in Washington, his only win 
for 1975. Marv Heath observes. Number 
plate says: This Number 1 is another 
attempt to Americanize trials. Leavitt 
leads the two-year NATC series with six 
national victories. Whaley has five, 
Sweet four, Eggar two and Bob 
Hopkins one. 


b: 


Mark Eggar upped his national ranking 
to third. He won the Northern California 
round for the second straight year. 


m A 
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Don Sweet almost made that a roman 
numeral one. The 11-point spread from 
first to second figures out to 0.2 
percent. Don competed on a virtually 
stock TY250B, a model never sold in the 
U.S. Don scored the widest victory 
margin of the year in Minnesota, his 18 
topping runner-up Eggar's 38. 


series, but found himself in fourth . 
place at the two-thirds pole, even 
though he had won three of the five 
events he had ridden. Then he 
regained the lead after throwing out 
a low scoring eighth, and Whaley 
had to come from behind, scoring a 
six to win the final event in 
Oklahoma by a margin of 15 marks. 
Both riders ended up with three wins. 

For 1975 the NATC switched to a 
complicated scoring system 
developed in Michigan that awarded 
the winner 1000 points and every 
other rider a percentage of that score 
based on their relative placing 
between the scores of the winner and 
the last place rider. 

The scoring system was contro- 
versial, with few riders able to 
clearly explain how it worked. The 
scoring did provide a method for 
ranking all riders who participated 
(finished at least one event) in the 
national series rather than just those 
who were able to score in the top ten 
in any event. One hundred eleven 
riders were ranked. 

Team shuffling saw Montesa lose 
three riders, Whaley and Eggar 
going to Honda and Steve Darrow to 
Yamaha. Guglielmelli went from 
Yamaha to Honda. Suzuki, 
Kawasaki and Ossa did not field 
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Joe Guglielmelli took second in opener 
on à production TL250. He was the 
highest placing American at Canada 
International and second American at 
Rhode Island. A weekend later he 
“won” two nationals on successive 
days in New York and Ohio. Then an 
apparent scoring error added enough 
undeserved points to his score to drop 
him to third in New York. The following 
day he was penalized for cutting in line 
and his “win” became a 26th. Five days 
later he cracked his elbow and had to 
miss the Minnesota National. He wound 
up fifth overall for the series. 


Lo 


factory teams. 

The series produced a turnaround 
of manufacturer domination in the 
top ten standings. Riders for Spanish 
builders took seven of the top ten 
places in 1974. Last year seven 
Japanese machines appeared in the 
top ten, including the first three 
finishers. The breakdown was three 
Hondas, three Yamahas and one 
Suzuki. That Suzuki belonged to 
Bruce Ryhti from Minnesota, who 
for the second straight year was the 
top placing privateer, 12th in 1974, 
ninth last year. 

The NATC was formed early in 
1974. It has succeeded in giving 
observed trials national recognition 
as well as AMA sanctioning. As 
Wiltz Wagner, the "prime mover" 
for the council, explains it, the 
organization's essential characteristic 
is the absence of officers and formal 
voting. Thus there is no power to be 
abused. (Lord Acton’s thoughts 
exactly. “Power corrupts, absolute 
power corrupts  absolutely.") 
Discussions, suggestions and rider 
questionnaires point the course of 
action. 

Nine events were scheduled both 
years, with each rider having to sit 
out and "work" the event closest to 
home, preventing any  pre- 
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Montesa's Mike Griffitts cracked the to 
eighth. Whaley edged him for the win in 
of a point. 


Ex. 


Steve Darrow benefitted from the new 
Scoring system and edged teammate 
Bob Hopkins by one hundredth of one 
percent for National Number Six. Under 
FIM scoring he would have finished 15 
points behind Hopkins. Darrow was 
injured in a practice crash in Texas and 
had to pass on the last two rounds. 


16thto - 
New York by the narrow margin of 7/10 


Bob Hopkins held his National Number 
Seven. Both Hopkins and Darrow rode 
production TY250Cs with minor 
modifications. 
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Sixteen-year-old Bernie Schreiber, SoCal No. One in 74 and 75, was the 
youngest rider in the top ten. Youngest competitor was 14-year-old Rick Land 


of Kansas. 
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Martin Belair took 11th. At six foot five 


he's the tallest rider on the national 
circuit. Both Belair and Griffitts 
competed on production 247 Cotas. 


George Smith III saving it with just one 
dab in Colorado. George moved up to 
12th in 1975. Smith, like Whaley and 
Eggar, also hails from San Diego. 
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Bruce Ryhti repeated as top privateer 
aboard a personally modified 250 
Suzuki, placing ninth. His brother Dave 
also competed on the national circuit, 
taking 30th. 


sections. Scheduling placed three 


events within two successive 
weekends, occurring around the 
Memorial Day, Independence Day 
and Labor Day weekends. The best 
five of eight scoring gave the factory 
riders the luxury of three throw-outs, 
but allowed the privateers a chance 
to compete for national honors by 
riding just five events. 

California riders continued to 
dominate the national series, again 
capturing six of the top ten spots and 
upping it to eight of the top 12 in 
1975. 

New York was the “closest” trial, 
with the top ten finishers bunched 
within 14.9 points of each other. 
The widest top ten point spread was 
51.4 at Northern California. It was 
definitely the “toughest” event of the 
year. Two riders were disqualified 
on time and 17 others failed to 
finish. Mark Eggar’s winning score 
of 104.0 averaged out to 1.8 marks a 
section. 

Runner-up to Ryhti among the 
privateers was Mike Markley 
(Indiana), who finished 13th for the 
year. Top Yamaha privateer was 
Tim Carr in 14th. Curt Comer, Jr. 
(Alabama) was the highest ranked 
Kawasaki rider, grabbing 16th. His 
dad also rode the series and placed 
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67th. Top ranking Ossa rider was 
Tom Kawecki from Michigan. He 
scored an eighth in Minnesota and 
finished 20th overall. Dave Russell 
of Rhode Island was top Montesa 
privateer with a 29th while Jay 
Terry (Oregon) headed the Honda 
| (Powroll) non-supporteds with a 
Р 26th. 


And so, for the second consecutive 
year, Honda has come up with a 
17-year-old San Diego-based 
national champion. A national 
champion still too young for 
international competition. And one 
other thing. The four-stroke is back 
in observed trials. It may not be 
English, but it still thumps. © 


15,000 rpm 35,000 volts 


| May 24 мег Мау 31 2998 sag дид? EAS Aug 30 E 
SoCal NoCal WA н 
| 1. Marland Whaley (CA) Hon - 24 1 Gwe (o x 1 4931688 The ONLY breakerless CDI that 
2. Don Sweet (NY) Yam 1 8 3 : 1 1 3 3 5 4920.996 requires NO flywheel, retiming or 
| 
| 3. Mark Eggar (CA) Hon - 1 6 4 5 2 2 2 3 4804.288 жо 
| 4. Lane Leavitt (CA) Bu 4 : 1 5 3 9 5 10 13 4688.433 machining. 
| 5. Joe Guglielmelli (WA) Hon 2 3 26 ds 4 5 4 4684.576 
| 6. Steve Darrow(CA) Yam 7 - 7 ? 2 б s as os mon 
Н 7. Bob Hopkins (MI) — Yam 3 4 : ; 
8. Mike Gritfitts (CA) Mon - 9 12 2 7 11 16 6 6 4432431 XR75— XL125 — XL250, and other 
9. Bruce Ryhti (MN) Suz 6 df 2 10 4 - 13 14 21 4428.182 E.T. Magnetos. 
10. Bernie Schreiber (CA) Bul - 3 5 ds ds дз 6 8 2 4404.363 
11. Martin Belair (CA) Mon - 11 i е А E: " i2 : кос 
12. George Smith III (CA) Hon - 5 1 1 1 4104. Write for listan З А 
13, Mike Markley (IN) Bul 5 20 9 df Р 7 4059.061 { r list and specs: Install in 
14. Tim Carr (AR) Yam ds ds ds 11 10 13 14 9 - 4053.560 minutes: 
15. Marv Heath (WA) Bul df 6 12 8 5 15 11 15 4035.479 , 
Waterproof. . . Easy Starting. . . 
16. Curt Comer, Jr. (AL) Kaw 3617.676 Advances for more power . . . Tuned for 
17. John McWilliams (KY) Bul 3433.424 life. 
18. Joe Masculine (CA) Bul 3268.458 
19. Terry Cheney (MI) Bul 3202.155 З 
20. Тот Kawecki (МІ) Oss 3201.200 2-Stroke Reverse Possible 
21. Mike Brown (OH) Bul 3149.354 Ч 
22. Bob Міскеіѕеп (СА) Ноп 2957.227 р 4 . 
23. Ed Kessler (TX) Kaw 2755.257 $39.00 plus 6% in California 
24. Dale Malasek (MO) Bul 2747.915 
25. Andre Plouffe (СА) Bul 2741.481 
26. Jay Terry (OR) Hon 2735.881 HAROLD E. ANDERSON 
27. Jerry Young (PA) Bul 2595.960 46267 Chuckw. 
28. Wiltz Wagner (CO) Bul 2573.215 адоп Road 
29. Dave Russell (RI) Mon 2511.900 Squaw Valley, CA 93646 
30. Dave Ryhti (MN) Suz 2453.292 


(209) 338-2345 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


home round — ds-did not start — df-did not finish 
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PROOF BY 
PERFORMANCE 


Preston Petty Salutes Isle of Man Six Day 
Winners. This year 8096 ot the Six Day Race 
entries, including the West German World Trophy 
winners, used Preston Petty products. I.S.D.T. 
Gold Medal competitors Wes Germany = Word Trees Weer 
everywhere depend on our products to last 
through the toughest competition under the most 
extreme conditions imaginable. Wherever 
champions compete, you'll find Preston Petty 
products out front everytime. There's not a washout 
in the line. Don't 
contuse the markings. 
Ask your dealer for 
Preston Petty today! 


For additional information write: 
P.O. Box 89, Newberg, Ore. 97132 


West German World Trophy Winning Bike 
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Carl Cranke — 4th gold medal in 4 years 
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Gex LIARS come 


and go, but Larry’s the best 
I've ever known. Only Larry 
will tell you with a straight 
face about a downhill whee- 
lie. And nobody has more 
spectacular “I - was - goin- 
over-the-500-foot-cliff-but- 
I-saved-it" kinda stories. 
Butlast week he did a num- 
ber on me that I gotta admit 
was damned near genius for 
imagination. 

Maybe what inspired 
him was our new Kawasaki 
dirt bikes. Mine’s the KD- 
125. He got the KD175. 
They’re strictly off-road, 
hard-core play bikes for 
dirt freaks like us. Mine has 
a 6-speed trans, his has a 5. 
They have a rotary valve 
engine, self-cleaning alloy 
rims, full knobbies, plastic 
fenders, a washable air 
cleaner element, cleated 
footpegs — the works. And 
theyre dynamite. No lie. 

Anyway, Saturday we 
were ridin' our tails off in 
this incredible woodsy 
place we never had been to 
before. And we just plain 
wore ourselves out. So we 
bagged it for an hour. At 
least I did. And all of a sud- 
den Larry shakes me awake 
and does his number about 
what he just "saw: He even 
acted furious as hell when 
I told him to quit smokin' 
the ferns and go back to 
sleep. "T'm tellin' the truth!" 
he yelled. “Okay” I said, 
"but you forgot Goldilocks 
and the three bears. Where 
were they?" That really 
made him mad. Probably 
because he didn't think of 
it himself. The only thing I 
never figured out is where 
the yellow paint came from. 


Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


Goodtimesincluderiding safely. We recommend 
wearing a helmet and eye protection, keeping 
lights on and checking local laws before you ride 


“May I help you with something?” 

“Yeah, I’m looking for a big, 
powerful dirt bike. How much is the 
one over there with the tough 
metalflake paint job?” 

“That is a beauty, isn’t itP It’s 
Kawasaki’s biggest, fastest, most 
powerful production motocrosser. It 
was even bigger last year, closer to 
450cc, but they musta figured that 
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YOU CAN'T WIN '€v ALL 


the average guy just couldn’t handle 
all that power. But dropping 50cc 
hasn’t slowed this baby down any — 
just made it easier to control. You 
know who Brad Lackey is? He rode 
a bike like this and won the 500 
National Championship. It’s yours 
for about $1400.” 

“Great. All the latest suspension 
on it, gas/oil Kayabas moved up and 


angled forward. Long forks. Can I 

get green metalflake fenders too?” 
“Nope. You'll have to do that 

yourself. Those are tough plastic.” 
“Plastic? Boy, ГЇЇ bet it’s light.” 


“Hi, remember me? I was in last 
week and bought a Brad Lackey 
Replica KX400. Well, I did every- 
thing you said and made sure 


It would have been dynamite in ’ 


KAWASAKI 
KX4OO 


BY THE Staff of GREEN BIKE 


everything was tight — nuts, bolts, 
spokes ’n’ all. I took it out to the 
racetrack to get some practice — 
boy, is it fast! — anyway, I had done 
about ten easy laps when, going 
through some esses, the bike just fell 
out from under me. I looked at the 
track and there weren’t any holes or 
rocks or anything. Then I looked at 
my new bike and I couldn’t believe 
it, all but one of the long spokes on 
the front wheel were busted. My 
buddy and I carried it back to the 
pits and found out that the spokes 
had unhooked themselves from the 
hub. I can’t figure out how they go 
back in. Is there some kinda 
guarantee . . .?" 

So it goes. 

It did it to us; it could do it to you. 


Lotsa grunt. But in the KX chassis, it'll 
throw you from side Pus 


But thats just petty sniveling; 
what really bummed us out was the 
suspension. It looks good but it isn't 
what we've come to expect these 
days. The forks are built by Kayaba 
to Kawasaki's specifications and this 
means 188mm of travel. The 7.4 
inches is in the "all right" category, 
but the action isn't. That became 
apparent when riding through large 
sections of whoopdies. Rebound was 
too rapid and stability disappeared. 
А change to 20-weight (from what 
looked like five-weight) made a 
100-percent improvement out in the 
sand, but on the track the solution 
wasn't so easy. There, at first, a 
definite jolt went up through the 
bars to your shoulders. The oil 
change helped and most of the arm 


The KX where it handles best; it's near neutral in the air. 


a aaa 


shock went away, but the ride isn’t 
what you'd call plush. 

Out back are Kayaba nitrogen 
shocks, again built to Kawasaki’s 
specs; actual axle travel is 180mm 
(7.1 inches), and according to the 
numbers, thats pretty good. But 
despite all that travel, it isn’t 
top-notch. 

There are five preload positions 
available, but even our heaviest 
riders went for minimum preload. 
АП in all, we have to rate the 
suspension as harsh, and feel that it's 
as good as you're going to get it 
without major changes, since spring 
rates and positions seem right-on. 

Those suspension inadequacies 


show up in two other places — in the 
handling and in the delivery of the 
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power. 

The steering is precise and quick 
when the power is on. When it’s off, 
the front end will dig in unexpected- 
ly, put you into a whip, and try to 
spit you off. It happened to us more 
times than we care to remember. 

In addition to that outstanding 
handling characteristic, it feels as if 
the rear of the frame and/or 
swingarm flexes through high-speed 
sweepers. The KX sort of wiggles 
through the corners. Combine that 
with the harsh suspension and 
you've got a bike that’s full of 
surprises when you need them least. 
You can multiply the twitch with 
large applications of the throttle. All 
in all, our test riders described the 
handling as scarey, and when you 


get it really going, it’s unstable — 
either accelerating or braking. After 
it deals you a couple of bad hands, 
your confidence is destroyed. 

There are saving graces, however, 
mostly the power. The KX is by no 
means a slow motorcycle. On 
smooth ground, with good traction, 
it'll stay side by side with an RM370 
Suzook. But put it on a track with 
bumps, holes and jumps, and it’s 
another story. 

That power is genuinely usable, 
too. Bottom end and mid-range are 
like a CZ or Husky — except without 
the punch on top (the punch you’re 
gonna need to get out of a corner 
and whip past the guy in front of 
you). 

Our desert dog-piloting friend, 


Number plates are commentaries. Originally we thought the bike would be 
found under first-timers, pie plate experts. Then we decided #72 was more 
appropriate; that’s the year this bike would have been dynamite. 
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John McCown, reports that his KX 
makes dog food out of MX400 
Yamahas up desert hills, and that 
with his and КЈѕ weight, the 
suspension is right-on. Recently he 
made a switch to Works Performance 
shocks, though. John also has been 
racing regularly for eight months 
without any mechanicals at all. 
Back to the KX we had and the 
motocross track. We found it 
difficult to keep it straight off the 
line; something that'll tend to make 
people move away from you at the 
starting gate for the second moto as 
if you were the feature actor in a bad 
breath commercial. When you hit 
second gear the wheel is spinning so 
rapidly that it tries to pass up the 
front end. This is especially true if 


Kickstarter bends out when starting, 
must be bent in again for riding. 
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the traction is anything less than 
perfect. Second gear starts are 
definitely the hot setup. 

Our KX shifted short and felt 
good, but all those shifts had to be 
deliberate. You either had to shut off 
the throttle or use the clutch, 
sometimes both. 

Brakes are all right, again if the 
traction is good-to-perfect. When it’s 
not, you’ve got to be on your toes. 

And accompanying you down the 
track is an annoying clanking from 
the chain hitting the guide. It’s hard 
to convince yourself that there’s not 
someone coming up on you to pass. 


HERE AND THERE 

The bar/peg/seat relationship is 
very good. Everyone felt comfortable 
standing and sitting. 

Fuel tank is longish and not too 
wide; blends nicely into the seat. 

Side number plates, air box and 
fenders are. made of: decent plastic 
and should hold up well to vibration 
and abuse. 

Wheels are old-style D.I.Ds. Very 
good. Not so for the spokes. The 
cause of the spoke problem is that 
they bend nearly 90 degrees where 
they go through the hub. Also, they 
are longer there than they need be. 
As you tighten them, they gradually 
unbend. They haven't stopped their 
straightening process yet, nor have 


~ 


, ui 
Stock spokes in varying degrees of 
straightening. 


we broken one. 
twisting. 
Japanese Dunlops are not the best 
possible choice for Southern 
California's tricky trax. 
Every time you use the kickstarter, 
the entire lever bends outward and 


Lots of nipple 


Check out trick holes in axle and shock mount; sheetmetal frame bracing 


behind top mountis not trick. 


$ 


pushes against the inside of your 
calf. You can bend it back in, but 
itll just be out there again the next 
time you use it. Very annoying. At 
least it has primary kickstart. 


FINAL FEW GRUNTS 
The power is very respectable at 


` 36.7 hp but, due to the suspension, 


track conditions must be smooth and 
tacky for the KX’s advantages to 
show. Even then, you’d have to be a 
little strange to want to push a bike 


: ^ — 
x F. Жл, 


that you know has a mind of its own 
and could spit you off without a 
moment’s notice. 

All who rode it agreed right off 
that it would make a good playbike, 
because of the combination of 
precise steering (usually), good 
power and playbike-type suspension 
and handling. But, for roughly the 
same price, we can think of at least 
one bike that would make an 
excellent playbike while being very 
competitive as well. 
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KAWASAKI KX400 


Price: 

(approx. retail, West Coast) — $1385 
Engine......... Two-stroke, piston port 
Displacementic: е: 401cc 
BoreandStroke ........ 82mm x 76mm 
Compression Ratio .............. 6.5:1 
Carburetion........... Mikuni VM36SC 


Standard Jetting: 
Main: 142.5R, Air: 0.5, Needle: 
6DH3-4, Needle jet: PO, Slide 
cutaway 2.5, Pilot: 50 
Horsepower: 
Claimed 41 bhp at 6500 rpm, 
Actual 36.7 at 7500 rpm 
Glitch rea. d hase Wet, multi-disc 
Primary Drive: Straight cut gears, 2.52:1 
Transmission Ratios: 


1) 2.50:1 

2) 17:1 

3) 1.40:1 

4) 1.19:1 

5) 1.06:1 
Final Drive: 

D.I.D 520 TM 


15-tooth countershaft 
46-tooth rear sprocket 


Air Filtration ............... Oiled foam 
Electrics A O E CDI 
Starting: SAS SE FT ы Primary kick 
Lubrication ......... Pre-mix, 32:1 ratio 
Recommended Fuel.......... Premium 
Recommended Oil ........... Torco 50 
Fuel Tank Capacity: 9 liters (2.38 gallons) 
Frames iy set a Single downtube 
Suspension: 

Front: 


Kayaba telescopic forks, 

18.8cm travel (7.4 inches) 
Rear: 

Kayaba nitrogen gas shocks, 

18.0cm travel (7.1 inches) 

(measured at the rear axle) 
Wheels and Spokes: 


КОП КЫ RE E D.I.D 1.60x21 
Веар у SS EER D.I.D 2.15x18 
DG MEAS (shouldered steel spokes f&r) 
Tires 

Front: 


Dunlop Sports SR (Japan) 
3.00x21 nylon 
Rear: 
Dunlop Sports Senior SR (Japan) 
4.60x18 nylon 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase....... 141.7cm (55.8 inches) 
Swingarm Length . .47.3cm (18.6 inches) 
Ground Clearance. . .23.0cm (9.0 inches) 


Bars, Height ..... 111.8cm (44.0 inches) 
Bars, Width ....... 89.0cm (35.1 inches) 
Pegs, Height ...... 32.0cm (12.6 inches) 
Pegs; Width ...... 45.0cm (17.7 inches) 
Seat Height ....... 85.0cm (33.5 inches) 
Fork Angle ......... 31 degrees claimed 
Weight: : 


Claimed 106kg (233.7 pounds) dry; 

actual 106.6kg (235.1 pounds) dry; 

44 percent on front; 56 percent on rear 
Brakes: 


КОПТ s oe 140x28mm conical drum 
Rear ss 150x28mm full width drum 
Instruments ex. Osea ia None 
ЅпПепсег oes ie Yes, MX only 
Spark Аггеѕїог.................. None 
Маап у т ын ыл кА Мопе 
Parts Prices: 
BRISTOL EE SE атлаа NES $28.40 
RINO Speen AE Lp D ed $16.20 
Clutchicables is A $3.50 
Brake pedal .................. $10.50 
© 
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For free catalog, write to: 
BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. Leathers are easy to order by mail... 


P.O. Box 240-DB252 
660 West 16th Street 
Long Beach, California 90801 


HAPPINESS IS... 


having your own supply of METRIC hex head 
bolts, nuts, machine screws and washers. Over 
250 pieces of assorted metric hardware (1% 
pounds) in a sturdy parts box. 3mm thru 12mm 
dia., lengths to 65mm. Specially selected for use 


by imported auto and cycle mechanics, but with 
enough variety to fill just about any need. Chas- 
ing after parts is for errand boys. Have yours 
ready when needed. $11.50 + $1.50 shipping. 


OHIO METRICS, Dept. DB252 , P.O. Box 22, 
Warren, Ohio 44482. 


Leathers... 
No. 1! 


Bates Leathers are Number One by 
over 4 to 1. That's what a survey for 
Cycle magazine of the actual pur- 
chases made by aselected group of 
its readers showed. 

Why such loyalty and popularity? 
What's the reason professional and 
pleasure riders alike specify Bates 
Leathers—and wait to get Bates when 
they might possibly make an instant 
purchase of a lesser brand? 

Is the reason Bates Leathers are 
best because they're hand-cut and 
custom tailored? Is it the choice of 
over 30 colors of top-grain leather? 
Is it the fact you can design your own 
Leathers for stripes, colors, pockets 
and so forth? 

Perhaps it's the uncompromising 
quality of Bates workmanship in a 
world thatseems to lack quality these 
days. Maybe it's because top profes- 
sional riders in the world — men who 
know, like Gary Nixon, Phil Read, Yvon 
DuHamel, Ole Olsen, Paul Smart, Dave 
Aldana, Barry Sheene, Gary Scott and 
many others—wear Bates Leathers. 

Whatever the reasons for Bates 
superiority, why not design and order 
aset for yourself and find out what so 
many others already know ...the joy 
of owning the very best of something! 

Our free catalog contains all the in- 
formation you need. You may order 
through your Dealer or direct. Bates 


as riders in some 60 different coun- 
tries around the world can tell you. 


{ 


54 


НОМОА 


What’s black and white and red 
all over? Why, the new MR250 
Elsinore, of course. Red tank and 
side panels, white fenders and black 
frame and engine. It’s the second 
MR released so far. 

Last years MR175 made quite a 


few dealers happy. Their only 


problem was getting enough to fill 
their orders. We tabbed the green- 
tanker as the forerunner of a new 
classification, the Super-Foof bike, 
capable of more demanding 
performance with some  not-too- 
expensive mods. 

Where’s the new 250 fit inP On a 
higher rung of the ol’ performance 
ladder. Bigger, faster, more capable 
of getting the job done for serious 


NEW RED RONER 


MR25O 


ELSINORE 


Enduro-er than ever 


by the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


enduro or Two Day work. But not 
without a few  correctable 
deficiencies. 

Almost as soon as the CR250 was 
released in 1973 the R&D types at 
American Honda started playing 
with turning it into a fast enduro, 
Two Day or desert machine. It sure 
had stability for the Mojave, what 
with that 57.5-inch wheelbase and 
all that rake and trail. There were 
two basic approaches with the 
"development" predecessors of the 
production MR. One used the 
MT250 bottom end. This provided 
an additional three pounds of 
flywheel weight, another one and a 
half pounds of crank weight and the 
thicker ringed, millimeter-longer 
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MT piston. The economy (and 
quicker accelerating) approach kept 
the CR bottom end, but replaced the 
CR rotor and transmission with the 
MT flywheel mag and tranny. Then 
others started modifying. Tom 
Sawyer Honda eventually decided 
on replacing the CR’s first and fifth 
with MT cogs for Wayne Cook’s 
desert bike. Al Baker came up with 
two-pound flywheel weights. 
Probably every combination 
imaginable has been tried by CR 
owners to dial in what is exactly 
the “right” acceleration/flywheel/ 
tranny package for the intended use, 
be it desert, enduro, Two Day or just 
general cow racing. 


TWO DAYIFYING THE 
ELSINORE 

So what did Honda finally decide 
upon for the production bike? Let's 
take a look at how the new MR 
varies from the CR250MI released 
last summer. 

Frame. Same as the CR, but mild 
steel was used. The bare frame 
weight is 1.6 kilograms (3.5 pounds) 
heavier than the 19.8-pound CR 
chrome moly skeleton. Same rake 
and trail and wheelbase, naturally. 

Forks. The MR uses dual rate 
springs, 22-30 lbs./in. The CR uses 
straight 27 lbs./in. springs. 

Shocks. Same compression 
damping, 30 kg/meter. Tension 
(rebound) damping has been 
increased from 70 to 100 kg/meter. 

Carburetion. Still a 34mm Keihin, 
but a power jet has been added to 
improve low and mid-range 
performance. It’s effective from 
about 5000 rpm up to redline, 
kicking in after the slide passes a 
certain point. It's necessary to work 
with both the main and power jet 
when rejetting. 

Engine. Exhaust porting was 
lowered 2.4mm. Intake was raised 
1.3mm. The CR piston was retained, 
there’s a different cam grind for the 
crank. Compression was lowered 
from 7.2:1 (CR) to 6.9:1 by fitting a 
different head gasket. The head is 
identical. A four-pound flywheel 
magneto (same weight as the 
MT250) replaces the one-pound CR 
rotor. According to Honda, this MR 
mag can be bolted right into the 


current CR250M1 without any 
modifications. Some mods were 
necessary when making the 


MT-to-CR switch with the first CR 
model. 
Pipe. It’s the same design as the 
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CR but has 1/8-inch glass packing to 
reduce noise. It also has a bolt-on, 
totally humongous spark arrestor, a 
trifling 6V*-pound item. 

Hubs. The front is similar to the 
XL250 to pick up a speedo drive. 
The rear is CR except that a steel 


sprocket replaces the aluminum 
alloy CR item. 
Transmission. Same dovetail 


gears. Only third is identical. The 
MR’s first and second are lower, 


Czech out the 16-inch seat height and 
the suspension with Bernie aboard. MR 
survived all thrashing admirably. Only 
casualties were broken headlight and 
knee-dinged gas tank. 
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for Martin Belair, just two dabs. 


fourth and fifth are 

2.05, 1.57, 1.25, 1.04, 0.86. MR 
ratios: 2.53, 1.79, 1.25, 0.93, 0.72. 
(MT250 ratios: 2.24, 1.57, 1.16, 
0.90, 0.72; gearing—15/44, 2.93.) 
The primary reduction ratio of 3.30 
and the final drive ratio, 14/47, 
3.357, are identical. 

Other little changes. A bash plate 
was added. Steel shift lever. 
Chromed bars replace the black CR 
bars. The plug is a warmer NGK 


B8ES. A right side kill switch 
replaces the left side kill button. 

What got added. Lights, 
naturally. Off-the-road use only, 
like the MRI175. Tiny taillight and 
small head, with boulder guard 
bars. A 3.4-gallon gas tank. A steel 
tool kit container was mounted to 
the right rear behind the seat. 
Eleven pieces, sealed by a stout 
rubber band. A tenths resettable 
speedo, topping out at 90 mph. 

Weight. Dry, the MR, at 248 
pounds, is 34 pounds heavier than 
the CR. 


ROUGH RIDING, B.C. 

B.C.? Simple. Boogying with the 
Can. What's the Can? Why, the 
Humongarrestor, of course. The first 
time out the MR really seemed 
anemic. It eventually started 
sputtering, snapping, crackling and 
popping. This was traced to a loose 
ignition wire. Next time out the bike 
was running OK, but the power still 
seemed down.  Stumbleweed 
remarked: “It’s really down on 
power compared to ту '73 CR with 
the MT bottom end." Zeal was more 
dramatic: "With that Can on it's fit 
for old ladies.". 

So, off came the Can. Up went 
the power. While we didn't dyno the 
bike we've heard unsubstantiated 
rumors that the Can robs anywhere 
from six to ten horsepower. So we 
rode it the rest of the day minus the 
muffler. Then we bolted on a 
Skyway 163A 1.750 silencer/spark 
arrestor. 

Another comment from Zeal after 
his first ride. "Those shocks are 
pretty horrendous. They kept 
kicking the rear end up and I could 
bottom them." Zeal weighs 140. So 
we replaced the stock shocks with a 
pair of 13%-inch (recommended is 
14%) Fox Shox gassers we had 
along. Remember the CR250 test? 
S&W boingers did wonders for it. 
With these two modifications we 
were ready for... 


ROUGH RIDING, A.D. 

A.D.? After Diddling, naturally. 
Just the two changes, different 
shocks and removing the restrictive 
spark arrestor. 

Another ride. “Those Fox Shox 
make the ride smoother and more 
stable. The rear end stays down 
now. 

How about the forks? “They work 
fine in the big stuff but in the 
choppy stutters it’s joltsville.” “The 
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forks were fine.” “They worked fine 
for 12 miles and then they quit.” 
Guess that’s why S&W makes fork 
kits for the CR250. And Number 
One Products makes one too, Part 
H101. 

How’s it steer? All right. Maybe 
the front end is a little heavy for 
turns or for lifting it up to clear stuff, 
but it’s stable. No real complaints. 

Our Straight Line With Green 
Polka Dots Desert Editor offered: 
“Excellent power for a playbike, 
good low end, excellent handling for 
slow to medium running. I like it so 
far, but I haven't tried high speed 
yet." After trying it in the fast stuff. 
"I like it better than before. It's а 
good woods bike. It feels short and 
straight. On those ridges it'd turn 
and slide wherever you wanted it to 
go. Really nice for comfort and 
confidence. Id have no qualms 
about running an enduro on it. 
There isn't that much. difference 
between the MR and the Penton or 
Husky. They're a step above; have 
more acceleration. I'd favor the 
Husky myself, but for anything less 
than serious enduroing I'd probably 
get the Honda for price, reliability 
and parts." 

Our Performing Zeal thought it 
had real good bottom end, but not as 
good as a Super Pioneer. It had 
enough flywheel to prevent stalling 
it at low rpm. “The jump from 
second to third seems a little too 
wide, too hard to get back on the 
power after shifting." Other 
comments. “It accelerates fast except 
for the gap between second and 
third. It’s comfortable, everything’s 
tucked in, it’s good for standing up. 
It didn’t feel heavy, it has nice 
weight distribution and is fairly 
responsive to body shifts. Some- 
thing’s wrong with the kickstarter 
pedal, it turns in on itself.” 

Remember back when Chet was 
talking about taking somebody from 
the office out and teaching them to 
ride? Well, our office novice took the 
MR out and said he really enjoyed it. 
Wouldn't bog, got him up any hill he 
was willing to try and kept running 
in the water. And then his buddy 
dinged up the gas tank for us. But he 
really liked it too. 


ROUGH RIDING, A.D.P.T. 

After Diddling, Part Two. A 
couple of our motocross hotshoes 
joined us, Tom Morris and Bill 
Sherman, and we .actually got 
George to go trail riding for a while. 
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Amazing. Апа Chet was back from 
the Trans-AMA wars. We let 'em try 
out the bike with the Fox Shox and 
then switched to a pair of Suspenders 
from Works Performance. 

How about a brief shootout 
between the two shocks before 
continuing? Bill, at 153, thought the 
Fox's were sprung too stiff for him, 
preferred the Suspenders for trails or 
on the track. Tom preferred the 
Fox's for whoopdies, felt the 
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Your basic hot dog shot, courtesy of 


Mike Griffitts. 
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Up-pipe is out of way, snap to remove. 
Kickstarter tucks under on full-stroke 
kick. MT-type shift lever. 
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Suspenders gave a soft, smooth ride 
for regular trail riding. George said 
the Suspender ride felt like he had a 
flat tire, but they worked OK. Chet 
couldn’t get into the Fox’s at all. Don 
thought the Suspenders were good 
for trails and ridge running. 

Back to the bike. Maybe Zeal can’t 
count so good. He kept complaining 
about the spread between second 
and third. Almost everybody else, 
without prompting, mentioned too 


much of a spread from third to 
fourth. Tom said he could speed 
shift from second to third, no 
problem at all. He could run the 
whoopdies WFO in third, but fourth 
wouldn’t quite hack it. Chet was 
blowing some uphill downshifts 
under power because he was too 
gentle with the shift lever. You have 
to tap it hard in that situation. 
George suggested they lower both 
fourth and fifth. 

Comfort. “Good stand-up bike.” 
“More comfortable than the Penton 
or the Husky.” “Sometimes the tank 
hit my knees on the whoops, but it 
was good on downhills, I could 
wedge my knees into it to keep from 
sliding forward.” “I like the Vesco 
tank better.” “Fine saddle.” 
“Everything’s out of the way except 
maybe the tank.” 

Power. “I don’t think it’s down 
on power with the can off. It’s up 
there with the Penton, Husky and 
Frontera.” “Good bottom end, but 
not as good as the Penton or Husky.” 
"Its all right, good for a woods 
bike." Bill took it out on the track 
and Tom followed on his 250 Penton 
crosser and came back saying how 
he could see Bill getting the traction 
where he wasn't. 

Don couldn't bog it in a second 
gear uphill "slow race" and then 
"slow raced" back down with the 
brakes locked up, slower than a 
snail. Brakes are strong and have 
good feel. A couple of riders 
complained of the same choppy rear 
end on braking we noticed with the 
CR. Is it the shorter brake stay arm? 
Hard to tell, yet the factory bikes 
have the same setup. 

Durability. Maintenance. What 
Went Wrong. Already mentioned 
the loose ignition wire. We didn't 
really check over the nuts and bolts 
before starting riding. The left 
footpeg fell off while Bill was 
aboard. Then Tom came in after his 
first ride and said, "Except for the 
vibration in the bars it's bitchen." 
Strange, nobody else mentioned any 
vibration. Well, lookee here. There's 
your problem, Tom. One of the 
front engine mount bolts has fallen 
out, another's hanging and the other 
two are loose. А minute's wrenching 
cured Tom's "vibration." He also 
gave it the water test, "It wouldn't 
drown out, no matter what. And I 
could bog it and clutch it and it 
wouldn't load up." 

Nothing broke during several 
crashes, except the headlight. Chet 
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Only thing missing is a flag and two more Marines. Humongarrestor weighs 


6% pounds, Skyway 1%. 


Bike lists to left side unless lead 
weights are stored in right side tool kit 
to counterbalance the spark arrestor. 


Steel air box breathe: 


s under seat. 
Highly water resistant. 


was riding so we don’t count that. 
We did dent a D.I.D on a rock. Like 
the CR, it just kept running. 


SPECIAL 
NOBODY EVER LEAVES 
A BIKE STOCK, DO THEY 
SECTION 
We've already mentioned the 
forks, shocks and silencer. A good 
bash plate would come in handy. 
We gave Jay Tullis a call. Yall 
remember Jay from the MRI175 
Enduro team mods story, don’t you? 
Jay. Mike and Marv planned to 
finish out the 1975 Enduro season on 
their MR175s before switching to the 
MR250s for the '76 campaign. So 
... there wasn't much they could 
pass on to us. We'll check back after 
they've had some time on the new 


bikes and pass along their set-up tips. : 


Casting about for more info, we 
happened to spy a checkered and 
winged sign across the way: Honda 
Elsinore Specialist. Al Baker, of 
course. He offers the S&W fork kit 
and shocks, tender loving consulta- 
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tion and a passel of accessories. 


BITS & PIECES 
Super-wide flexy plastic fenders. 
Side panels held on with stout 

rubber band. Air filter is behind the 
right panel in a steel box. Remove 
three Phillips bolts to get to it, one 
bolt to remove it. K&N makes 
accessory filter. 

Usual rubber accordion lever 
covers with the two pop-out doodads 
that never seem to want to pop back 
in. 

Throttle cable is kept away from 
the up-pipe by a bracket just 
forward of the gas petcock. 


Seat is well padded for long-range: 


running. 

Lowest ground clearance is 9% 
inches back toward the footpegs. 

D.I.D rims. One rimlock up front, 
two for the rear. 

Handy swingarm grease fitting. 

Addresses. Al Baker R&D, 15174 
Raymer, Van Nuys, California 
91405; (213) 997-7055.. Skyway, 
12300 Gladstone, San Fernando, 


HONDA MR250 ELSINORE 
Price (retail, approx.)............ $1287 


Engine Type: 

Two-stroke, piston port, single 
Displacement 248cc 
Bore & Stroke....... 70.0mm x 64.4mm 
Compression Ratio .............. 6.9:1 
Carburetion ............. 34mm Keihin 
Jetting: ` 

Main — 102 or 105, power jet— 120 
Spark Роа): NGK B8bS 
GClUteR Ыш. Дас Wet, multi-plate 
Primary Drivea 05 3.30:1 
Transmission Ratios: 

1) 2.5331 

2) 1.79:1 

3) 1:257 

4) 0.93:1 

5) 0.72:1 
Final Drive: 


3.357 ratio; 520 chain 

14-tooth countershaft, 

47-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration-.—..— 5 ves Oiled foam 
Electrical System: 

Flywheel magneto, points 
Lubrication: Pre-mix, 20:1 recommended 
Recommended Fuel .......... Premium 
Recommended Oil ...... None specified 
Fuel Capacity: 

13.0 liters (3.4 gallons) steel tank 
Етагпе: arê 04 cia eA т EE Mild steel 
Claimed Rake and Trail: 

32 degrees, 5.8 inches 
Suspension: 

18.0cm fork travel (7.1 inches); 

10.5cm shock travel (4.1 inches); 

16.0cm wheel travel (6.3 inches) 
Wheels and Spokes......... D.I.D alloy 
Tires: 

3.00x21 Bridgestone knobby 

4.00x18 Bridgestone knobby 

(Both four-ply nylon) 

Dimensions: 

Wheelbase. ...... 143.5cm (56.5 inches) 
Swingarm Length . .45.7cm (18.0 inches) 
Ground Clearance. .23.5cm (9.25 inches) 
Bars, Width ........ 83.8cm (33 inches) 
Bars, Height ....... 106.7cm (42 inches) 
Pegs, Height ...... 33.0cm (13.0 inches) 
Pegs, width ....... 44.5cm (17.5 inches) 
Seat Height ....... 84.6cm (33.3 inches) 
Fork Angle . . .32 degrees, 5.8 inches trail 
Weight: 

112.5kg (248 pounds dry) claimed; 

119.3kg (263 pounds) actual 

with one gallon of gas; 

42.7 percent on front wheel, 

57.3 percent on rear wheel 
Brakes: 

Front: Cable-operated drum, 

125cm sweep area 

Rear: Cable-operated drum; 

100cm sweep area 


Instruments ..Speedo, tenths resettable 
Lights? js:2! Sos E OLR 6-volt 
Silencer. o o 2:25 Humongous, but quiet 
Spark Arrestor.............. Approved 
Primary Kick’ 5:15 o REDE CES Yes 
Warranty Ss a ERES 90 days 
Parts Prices: 

Piston опу. ERR ES $16.20 
Rings:palr)- e Е $8.10 
Clutch cable... 0005 $4.70 
Cylinder... eR $89.70 
Shift lever) ИЛЕТ $5.60 
ВгаКе:рейа! 7.22259 m Ta $7.80 
Glutchlgver эзи E 


Continued on page 71 


DIRT BIKE 


“сз 


n——————————————————————— ————— Án 


А spoke wrench is a tool that you 
should have in your hand almost as 
often as a toothbrush. Depending on 
how well your nipples seat against 
your rims, you may find yourself 
tightening spokes after each race or 
even between motos. Maybe more 
often than that. For sure, you should 
be at least checking them after each 
moto, or few minutes of riding, if 
you know they have a tendency to 
loosen up. If you don't, your rims 
will turn into pretzels. 

Toothbrushes are all pretty much 
the same shape and size. Spoke 
wrenches aren't. If you're going to 
have a nipple-twister in your hand 
as often as you should, it's not only 
going to have to fit the nipples 
correctly and be hard enough to last, 
but it also has to feel comfortable in 
your hand. 

Da winnar(s)! Actually there are 
two. 

If you own more than a couple of 
bikes, especially if they are different 
brands — and no two nipples are 
alike — the Rowe Super Six is for 
you. As the name implies, itl fit six 
different sizes of nipples. The earliest 
models were .300-inch thick and 
good up to 150 inch-pounds. Soon 
after that, the current .350-inch- 
thick model came out, which is good 
up to 225 inch-pounds of torque. 
More than adequate. They feel nice 
in your mitt and, if you ever need it, 
they're both guaranteed and will be 
replaced on a two to one basis should 
breakage occur. All that and the 
price tag reads just around $2.95 to 
$3.25 depending on where. 

If you're a true nipple-twisting 
fanatic, one who knows nipples well 
and wants only the best, the only 
wrench for you is the custom-made 
Buchanan. With ап eight-inch, 
hardened tool steel, double-ended, 
custom-made, chrome-plated, truly 
genuine and authentic Buchanan's 
Frame Shop nipple-tweaker in your 
hand, you'll instantly look and feel 
like a veritable master. Each wrench 
is custom-made to your sample 
nipple for $5.50 plus postage. It's 
double-ended so that one end can fit 
your CZ and the other your spoked 
BMW auto wheels. Or, as in the case 
of the Elsinore, front and rear sizes. 
Or how about blimp spokes? 

And of course, we have a loser. It's 
the Tor Kit by Falcon. The purpose 
of this tool is to enable you to read 
the torque of each nipple and adjust 
them so that they're all the same. 
They say it'll only give a true reading 
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SPOKE WRENCHES 


Nipple Twisters 
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by the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


if the nipples are clean and free from 
corrosion and rust. Are yours? Are 
anyone's? Besides, no two nipples 
seat exactly the same against the 
rim. However, for assembling wheels 
from scratch, especially for road 
racing, this may well be the hot 
setup. For the dirt, it's not. 


Buchanan's Frame Shop 

629 E. Garvey Ave. 

Monterey Park, California 91754 
(213) 280-4003 


Rowe Products 

9015 E. Compton Blvd. 

Bellflower, California 90706 

(213) 531-8570 : © 
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When we redesigned the new 


WE 
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XL's, our minds were in the dirt. 


Youre starting to see them around already. Just 
introduced, but already catching on big. The new XL-350 
and XL-250 on/off-road bikes from Honda. 

You see them on campuses. Around campsites. And moving 
across some of the roughest country anywhere. With ease. 

Because while the XL's have always been known as excel- 
lent road bikes, some folks have had the notion that they 
weren't quite as noble in the dirt. So for 1976, we've added 
features designed to set that little matter straight. Once and 
for all. And in the process, the Honda XL’s may just have 
become the best dirt bikes in their category anywhere. 

For instance: There's a completely redesigned and 
improved frame that makes both XL’s feel lighter, easier to 
handle than ever before. And this same engineering innova- 
tion allows for a repositioned carburetor — in the center of the 
head, where it belongs, for better flow and a narrower, easier 
riding position. 

In fact, the whole bike is narrower. Something we know 
today's riders want. The tank, the front of the seat, and the 
frame itself. The cushioned steel footpegs have been lowered, 
too, and the revised steering geometry gives better straight- 
line stability and lets the front end track even more smoothly 
than ever through the corners. 

There's a rerouted exhaust system and up pipe, lighter 
and quieter, lots more convenient and with enhanced ground 
clearance. Just check the photo on the right. 

While we were making the bikes narrower, we made some 
things bigger, too. The fuel tanks on both are bigger. The 
steel skid plates are bigger. And the power... well, you'll 
just have to experience that for yourself. 

On the XL-350, a friend can experience it with you. New 
passenger footpegs and seat strap are standard. And the 
tough, color-molded plastic fenders help protect you from 
mud, slush or whatever your favorite goo happens to be. 

When it comes to riding through water, both XLs have an 
improved crankcase breather system which is designed to 
prevent any water from being drawn into the cylinder after 
blow-by gases are exhausted. A small item, maybe, but you'll 
appreciate not having to notice it. 

We've tried to leave no detail untouched. Where some- 
thing could be improved, we did it. Where it was already the 
best, we left it alone. | 
In fact, there are so many great features on these new 
bikes you'll just have to drop by your Honda dealer's to see 
them for yourself. He'll prove to you that, on occasion, it 
really pays off to have your mind in the dirt. 


First. For good reason. 
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New CR-type front shocks provide a full 7.1 inches 
of travel. 


D2: БМ 2 7 
Other features include a new muffler system for 
added quietness, along with a redesigned rear brake 
cable system. 


The XL frames have been redesigned for 1976 to 
provide improved steering geometry and a narrower 
riding position. The all-new up pipe (below) provides 
increased ground clearance so important in serious 
off-road riding. 
TER ad 
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BIG BOOTOUT 


Boring, but fully 
documented 


BOOT 


SURVEY 
SUMMARY 


by the Staff of DIRT BOOT 


The 1975 DIRT BIKE Readers’ 
Great Bootout is now history. Three 
lucky responders, their names picked 
at random, have received a pair of 
Full Bore boots. Coincidentally, all 
three had listed Full Bores as their 
next purchase. To all others, still 
running around in your old, run- 
down boots, thanks for taking the 
time to fill out the coupon. We did it 
because there just aren’t enough feet 
around to test boots; we let you do 
that. 

And now, in the great DIRT 
BIKE tradition of names named, 
winners, losers, no unspared expense 
and all that, here is how you voted. 
Remember in New Jersey, the 
number is Bigelow 9-6400. 

Appropriately enough, with no 
advance collusion, Full Bores 


-appeared on 25.7 percent of all 


ballots. Norsta:s (16 percent) and 
Hi-Points (15 percent) were the next 
most owned. 

About 18 percent of you have 
knobby soles; the rest are smoothies. 

In the all-important Would-You- 
Buy-These-Boots-Again category: 
Full Bore—89 percent said yes, 
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DeCoster 
Full Bore 


BREAK-IN 
Brief 


Excruciating 


Never Ending 


Hercules 
Hondaline 
dee 


Malcolm Smith 
Wheels of Man 


Top Gear 
U.S. Grand Prix 


Yamaha 


Acceptable 


AFTER BREAK-IN 
Seldom hurt 
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OK 


DURABILITY 
Up to 100 days 


100 to 200 days 


One year or more 


PROTECTION 
Excellent 


Acceptable 


BUY AGAIN? 
Yes 


SOLE 
MX 


Enduro mE Eî 


Hi-Point—85 percent, Munari—73 
percent, Malcolm Smith—71 
percent. Only three brands failed to 
garner at least a 50-percent 
affirmative vote: Yamaha, Wheels of 
Man and Top Gear. 

In the protection rating category 
it was no surprise who scored the 
greatest percentage of Excellent 
votes: 87 percent of the Heckel votes 
were for excellent. No wonder, you 
can kick down buildings with them. 
For conventional leather-type boots 
Munaris were rated excellent on 82 
percent of the ballots. Others 
receiving at least two out of three 
votes for excellent were Hi-Point— 
73 percent, Full Bore—68 percent 
and Yamaha 67 percent. 

Durability. The Alpine Star 
(Roger DeCoster) boots were the 
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front runners for surviving one year 
or longer. Full Bores were the second 
most durable. Results show most of 
you don’t get a year out of a pair of 
boots, though. 

Comfort after break-in. In the 
Yummy category the Malcolm Smith 
boots were the big winner with an 
89-percent vote. Munari was 
runner-up with 64 percent. Then: 
Hi-Point—63 percent, Top Gear— 
60 percent, Hercules—57 percent, 
Full Bore—56 percent, U.S. Grand 
Prix—53 percent. 

Break-In. Every Wheels of Man 
boot owner voted for the Brief 
category. Then came the DeCosters 
—83 percent, Malcolm Smith—78 
percent, U.S. Grand Prix—76 
percent, Heckel—72 percent, 
Kawasaki—71 percent and Hi-Point 
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and Hondaline—67 percent. Norstar 
topped the Excruciating category 
with a 26-percent vote. Top Gear, 
Yamaha and Munari all polled 17-18 
percent. Heckel was the “winner” in 
the Never Ending category with a 
14-percent vote. Maybe those 
owners don’t know you can heat up 
the plastic and reshape it for a better 
fit. 

One thing to remember. The 
percentages, in some instances, were 
based on a small number of replies. 
A small sample can distort results. 
What we're saying is, this wasn’t a 
scientifically selected sampling 
which can necessarily be extrapolat- 
ed to measure national sentiments. 
What it does show is the opinions of 
those of you who took the time and 
trouble to respond. © 
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We first saw the Husky Automatic 
back at the Six Days in Massachu- 
setts, and ever since 1973, we kept 
hearing rumors about a newer 
version of the bike. Granted the first 
one we saw and rode at the Six Days 
worked just fine, but with all its 
rough castings and other handmade 
parts, it was only a prototype. 
Obviously. Any prototype can be 
made to run — with enough tender 
loving care. 

The question was: Can they be 
put into production and still work as 
well, and for a reasonable amount of 
money? Further, the prototype at 
the Six Days was a little heavy, a 
little slow, and had only three speeds 
and needed a fourth. Could all this 
be put into the same bike? 

After having spent a day around 
the new Husqvarna 360 Automatic 
we are happy to report that the 
answer is yes. This bike is a winner. 
Ап expensive winner at 2400 bucks, 
but still a winner. 

А brief description is in order: The 
360 Auto is intended as a serious 
enduro and trailbike. It uses the — 
by now — regular motocross frame 
with the laydown suspension and the 
Girling gas shocks. The top end of 
the motor is also from the 360 MX, 
but from there on it's all new stuff. A 
completely new bottom end has 
been designed, and it's so small and 
so neat that you'd bet there wouldn't 
even be room for a regular two- 
speed gearbox. This motor is also 
very light and weighs within one kilo 
of the motocross version. 

And here is where the reason for 
the success lies: the combination of 
all the good qualities that has been 
built into one bike — a powerful 
engine with a wide powerband that 
is quiet enough to almost take on the 
street; super (for enduro) suspension 
front and rear; low weight (around 
100kg, the same as a 370 Suzook); 
narrow profile at the bottom and a 
four-speed automatic tranny. What 
more could you ask for? Twenty- 
four hundred dollars to buy one, of 
course. 

Here's how it works. Mounted on 
the left side of the crankshaft is a 
regular centrifugal clutch that cuts 
in at about 2500 rpm and starts to 
drive the bike forward. The 
mainshaft actually consists of three 
shafts mounted concentrically “over” 
each other with needle bearings in 
between. On the left side of each of 
these shafts is another centrifugal 
clutch. As the speed increases each of 
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SCOOP! 


What’s missing is why it’s neat 


Very narrow engine weighs only one 
kilogram more than the 360 CR. The 
lever on the lower part of the handlebar 
is used to disconnect the engine from 
the tranny andis for starts and warm-up 
revving only. New location for the 
sidestand works better than on the CRs 
and will be used by desert and enduro 
people. 


USK Y 


By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


these clutches kicks in and starts 
driving the bike through a higher set 


of gears. The lower gear, still 
engaged, now starts spinning on à 
freewheel built into the gear. The 
whole thing can be disassembled 
without taking the crankcase out of 
the frame; all the clutches come out 
from the left and the gears with the 
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fter all. In a straight drag all you 
have to do is hold it wide-open and 
wait for the gearbox to shift. And it 
does it beautifully — smooth and 
just at the right rpm. The same goes 
for downshifts. 

And now for the trick to riding it 
quick. On acceleration, there is no 
problem in making the upshifts 
right. But going into a turn or 
starting an uphill is where you have 
to learn how to use the brake pedal 
in order to make the tranny 
downshift to the gear you intend to 
use. Therefore, the question of using 
two rear brake pedals, one on each 
side, has been brought up at Husky. 
This has been used successfully 
during the testing, but it's not quite 
clear what the legal outcome might 
be. Because of the freewheels in each 
gear (except fourth, of course), there 
is no engine braking effect and the 
brake has to be used for all slowing. 
But at the same time, it is impossible 
to kill the engine because as soon as 
the engine speed drops under two 
grand, the main centrifugal clutch 
will cut out and the engine will be 
disconnected from the gearbox. Of 
course, when the bike is in gear, 
there is no slip or drag to rob any 
power, just a straight gear drive, like 
any other tranny. 


The Husky 360 Auto was three 
years in the making. There is no 
reason to believe that the 
dependability would be low after all 
that testing and racing. Top Swedish 
enduro rider Hans Hansson has won 

' — one of the toughest two-day events 
freewheels in them from the right. Riding the bike comes very naturally, in the world, the Novemberkasan, 

A big effort has been attempted to but it takes a couple of hours to learn (o years in a row, and has taken 


A А coordination between the brake pedal A 
make the bike quiet. The exhaust and the throttle to select the proper Gold in a number of European 


system now incorporates a built-in gear. Handling is superb, although we events during the last two years. 


Skyway silencer/spark arrestor, the felt the bike was setup with the This is really the bike of the future. 
intake system has a quieting baffle in Scere E little оо pintor DE No doubt. And with the MX exhaust 
г and the fins. all have rubber conditions к азудо куу зы pipe, we think that it will even make 
ocks between them. ` an excellent motocross bike. 
Riding the bike isn't that different Time will tell. © 
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Full Bore SK Metric Tools Skyway Silencers Sun Rims Webco Ancra Tie Downs Andres Bars Bardahl Bell Helmets Belstaff Riding Suits Carrera Goggles Full Bore 


Der Pe 9 TOP QUALITY ACCESSORIES 
ORM. S B AGERE сщ 
SHOPPING LIST HODAKA AND PENTON. аад 


~ 7] | Konis, no spring (pair)... .$68.00 
Н ў ee і 


үт 


ASK ABOUT: Bilsteins (pair) ......... $115.50 
*Torsten Hallman's Gas Girlings, no springs ........ 
Superlative Protective (pai) oi loe Lr S $85.00 
Clothing Telesco (pair) ........... $52.95 
*Hi-Point's Six-Day Springs for all shocks 50 Ibs. to 
tested-enduro goodies 140 Ibs. Priced from $3.50 to 


* Miura's Special Morsels for 515-00. State length and 
LEATHERS the Bultacophile poundage. 
Miura Red & Gold ....... $92.50 *Metzeler, Trelleborg, КЫЛУ 
Miura blu/gold, blk/gold .$89.95 Barum tires Жо 
Шаштпап ОР ыл...» $113.50 
Hallman Pomeroy ...... $117.50 


м. 


Petty Hex бире ЕГО 
Malcolm Smith Grips...... 
Red, Blue, Yellow, 


Hi-Point Leather Tool Bag with 
score card holder........ 


Thumbs Up Jersey with Bultaco 
on sleeve; Blue/Gold, Red/Gold, 
Black/Gold, Navy/White; S, M, 


HECKEL : VAM, ee 

BOOTS— а Los ee : aE HEE 

NEW ^ Preston Petty Headlight/Number = 
FROM Plate; white, yellow, silver $17.95 Torsten Hallman Quick Throttle; 
MIURA. Integral taillight fender ...$18.95 fits Bing and Amal carbs 
THE VERY All colors; also other PP fenders Н 

LATEST r р 30-38mm, very fast ....... $8.95 
IN LEG & TO ORDER: W е е E EERO te, 8. а аю, 9/9. 0; 9 2,79 
FOOT All orders will be sent C.O.D. unless prepaid in 


full including freight by check or money order. 
Total charges to your door: 
Cost of items ordered $ 
Illinois residents add 5% tax$ 
For freight & handling $ 
$ 


PROTECTION 


oU fii а сык Ж saree If C.O.D. add 
Total $ 
Black/Red Enduro ....... $85.00 (Canadians and Military please add $4.00 for 
Red/Yellow Trials ....... $55.00 shipping for boots, leathers & tires.) 


Prices subject to change. 


Magura dogleg levers.......... 
Clutch or brake: tens $8.95 


AERO-P.A. 

BOX 475 

McHENRY, ILL. 60050 
(815) 385-4661 

Please Send Me: 
Quantity 
Description 
Color 
Size 
ЕПЦЕВОГӨ ones eene Я Мате 


Hi-Point OR TE silat ДСИ $66.95 Address 
Specify MX or ISDT; sizes 6-13; City 


in half-sizes. ста 2 


E Ly! 
Hallman С.Р. Gloves ..... 
A.S.F. Rogue Gloves ....$24. 
Webco G.P. Gloves...... $13.95 


чзәзпиапл NB» SIIO 3utod-1H 840g пч sejBBoc) essed SUNS Bulply jjeisjeg sieujeH jeg 00qeM swiy UNS sıaouaj!S AeMAXS 51001 IJAN М5 PINJA 5103 әцоо!!5 sjeg jeuuey Aneg uoiseld SIO 3404 uoeiuqn] NBY 510 IUIOg-IH 


Webco Andres Bars Bardahl Bell Helmets Belstaff Riding Suits Carrera Goggles Full Bore Hi-Point Oils K&N Lubritech ‘Fork Oils Preston Petty Renthal Bars Silicone Fork Fluid SK Metric Tools Skyway Silencers Sun Rims Webco 


Ancra Tie Downs Bardahl Preston Petty Renthal Bars Silicone Fork Fluid SK Metric Tools Skyway Silencers Sun Rims Ancra Tie Downs Andres Bars Fork Oils 


RIDERS WRITE Continued from page 10 


knows that the other mount is a 
cherished appendix from that 
Mesozoic marvel, the Brontosaurus 
MX. The fourth mount was needed 
because the frame was a little 
flabby. The machine was finally 
discontinued after extensive 
campaigning. Strangely, the only 
place they worked well was in the 
mudholes. The Pterodactyls would 
fly by them on the straights and 
worse, the Tyrannosaurs ate them 
up in the corners. 
Phil Krauthoff 
Spyral Cycles 
Telluride, Colorado 


Thanks, 
needed that. 


Krauthoff, we really 


TEXAN DISCLAIMER 
After reading all those requests for 
Zimbazi tests, I just wanted you to 
know that not all of us Austinites are 
nuts! 
Jeff Johnson 


Austin, Texas 


MXA MIX-UP 
I read in Holbert Holquist's 
column in Motocross Action that 
only one person at DIRT BIKE owns 
a dirt bike! ; 
Ron Zeigler 
Talone, New Mexico 


Holquist reflects the MXA 
emphasis on entertainment, not 
facts. The facts are that we own T 
dirt machines at the moment, but 
George is presently without a CZ 
while waiting for a center-port mag. 
Maybe that’s how the rumor started. 

We aiso hear a rumor that Holbert 
Holquist is actually Don Jones, but 
we haven't been able to verify it. @ 


KX125 KAWASAKI 
AIR FORK KIT 


Kit fits ‘74, ‘75 and '75 KXs. Turn 
Install the kit, air 


key operation. 
the forks and ride! Send $5.00 to: 


LAMBERT INDUSTRIES, LTD. 


4408 S.E. 43rd 
Del City, Oklahoma 73115 
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FLAT OUT! 


A flat tire can happen anywhere, on a high speed run to 
ЕІ Arco in Baja. coming off the big jump on the MX 
course or during an observed section in the ISDT. Most 
of the time, tire locks will hold until you can patch the 
tube. Thats most of the time ... Then you have to 
loosen the locks, pop the bead, pull the tube, patch it, 
put it back on the rim, pump it back up, tighten the tire 
lock and replace the wheel. And hope that everything 
holds. Some of the really experienced riders and me- 
chanics started to look for better ways to keep a tire 
from slipping without using tire locks. A spot weld every 
8to 10 inches inside the bead of the rim worked. And it's 
easy to do if you're a certified welder and have access to 
a MIG welder and argon gas. (Remember, the rims are 
alloy!) A couple of riders have stolen a trick from the 
drag racers and have tried sheet metal screws through 
the rim into the tire bead, but the stress caused crack- 
ing. The manufacturing processes used to make rims 
are such that it’s impossible to build in "points or grips" 
on the inner edge of the rim. But, it is possible to drill 
shallow holes that will accept carbon steel drive pins 
that, in turn, will hold the tire in place without using tire 
locks. Now, before you start to take the М” drill to your 
rims, consider that the depth of the hole is measured in 
thousandths of an inch and too much muscle will give 
you a ventilated rim! There is a rim on the market now 
that has the drive pin holes pre-drilled to exacting 
specifications. It's cheaper than a course in welding or a 
bunch of rims with holes through the bead! 


THIS RIM WON'T LEAVE YOU FLAT 


Available for: 
Husqvarna 
Penton 

CZ 

Maico 
Kawasaki 
Suzuki 
Bultaco 
Honda 
Yamaha 
21" & 18" 
36/40 Hole 


at your dealer. 


Distributed by: 


Jeotstenstallinasr 


Torsten Hallman Racing, Inc., and Sun Metal Products have com- 
bined forces to produce and market the ultimate in competition 
motorcycle rims. Made in the USA, this rim has been tested by top 
MX riders and ISDT gold medal winners on the toughest courses 
in the country. It’s super-light and super-strong and it features 
carbon steel drive pins to hold the tire in position without tire 
locks. Tire changes are quick and easy. Taking the shoulderless 
rim concept one step further, these rims are made without the 
spoke dimples to eliminate even the smallest build-up of mud and 
goo. Look for the red, white and black Torsten Hallman/Sun box 


eL. 


West: 1490 Fayette Street, El Cajon, California 92020 714/449-6712 
East: 730 Birginal Drive, Bensonville, Illinois 60126 312/766-9232 


iron Horse 
6915 Alder Street Houston, Texas 77036 
(713) 665-4321 


Moto-cross Engineers 


Webco 


Вох 429 Venice, California 90291 
(213) 399-7724 


PO Box 861 Wilbraham, Mass.01095 (413) 596-6211 


Available now are these thick hand- 
crafted leather belts, custom lettered 
with up to 15 letters! Choose your own 
message; your name, car or bike make, 
club name, hobby, or anything else! 
Available in black or brown, all sizes. 


ay EAN dM A, 


Wow О о 
- 


CALIF. RES. ADD 6% TAX - 
9.98 each or 2 or more for only 8.98 each. 
(All orders add .50 shipping.) 


THE LEATHERWORKS 
Dept. DB P. O. Box 19040 
San Diego, California 92119 
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Youre First With 
Dirt Bike! 


That's right, you are Number One with our staff. We cover all the races 
you’re interested in — with dynamite color-action photos, we give you 
super product evaluations and how-to articles and generally keep Your ET 
in on the Dirt Scene. 


Make Dirt Bike a monthly habit at your house... DON'T 


MISS A SINGLE ISSUE! 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY ... 
12 issues only $9.00, 
24 issues only $17.00 


YOU CAN SAVE UP TO $7. 


ЕЕ“ Bu 


ДУЛ IRUK ur 


P.O. Box 317 Encino, California 91316 


All Canadian subscriptions add $1.00 for postage ~a 
and handling, other foreign subscriptions add $2.00. 


1917 — 24 issues [$9.00 — 12 issues [ ]$17 — 24 issues 


C] $9.00 — 12 issues 


Name Name 


Address Address 


City. City 


State 


State М м m ZID 


HONDA MR250 
Continued from page 60 


California; (213) 365-3172. The 
Moto-X Fox (Fox Shox), 520 
McGlincy Lane, Campbell, 


California 95008; (408) 371-1221. 
Number One Products, 8210 South 
Sorensen, Santa Fe Springs, 
California 90670; (213) 695-4119. 
Works Performance Products, 20970 
Knapp St., Chatsworth, California 
91311; (213) 998-1977. 

Out-of-the-crate jetting from 
Japan was originally 110 main, 140 
power. Our test bike was set up with 
102 main, 120 power. American 
Honda found that worked a lot 
better over here. 

Moto-X Fox also has gas Fox Forx 
(like Lackey’s) for Elsinores. 

The Suspenders we used were 
14% inches, with five inches of 
travel and 11%-inch 60-pound 
springs. Same setup Jeff Blix uses on 
his Baker CR250. Jeff thinks they’re 
great. Gil, from Works Performance, 
figured that stiffer preload ог 
12-inch springs would compensate 
for the extra bike weight. The 
Suspenders approach is heavy 
damping and light springs (60 


Gray Bronze Medal Replica Two Day 
Qualifier Bike, a heavily modified 1973 
CR250. Changes. Konis with coolers, 
shocks moved forward. Swingarm 
shortened 1% inches, frame and 
swingarm beefed up. Right footpeg 
welded to frame. Vesco 3.5-gallon tank. 
Skyway Super Silencer. Fun 'N Fast 
bash plate. S&W fork kit. Sherpa chain 
tensioner. Cheng Shin six-ply rear, 
four-ply front. J&L fork boots. K&N air 
filter. MT250 bottom end and piston. 
Ports raised. Since this picture was 
taken there have been additional 
add-ons: Petty headlight and fenders, 
Baker up-pipe and Petty bash plate. 
How does it compare to the production 
MR250? It’s gray and grungy instead of 
red and pretty, turns a bit better, 
accelerates harder. 


pounds forward mounted) used 
primarily just to hold the bike up. 
The damping does the work. 


SNORE SCORE 

It’s the best enduro Japan has 
built yet. While the MRI175 is a 
Super-Foofer, the MR250 is much 
more machine. Opinions varied on 
how close it is to other 250s we've 
ridden like Penton, Husky, Ossa and 
Bultaco. Some thought there was a 
gap, others felt it was right in there, 
maybe just missing a little more 
power and better suspension. It is 
cheaper, figures to be an easy, 
hassle-free maintainer. Set the 
suspension up the way you like it, 
bolt on a silencer and you're in 
business. No doubt more power is 
available for those who want it. 

It's the kind of bike you can go out 
and ride all day comfortably, put 
your  tie-and-jacket-buddy-who's- 
learning-how-to-ride on without 
having to worry too much about him 
destroying himself or the bike. Fine 
Cow Racer and Woods Whizzer. 
Even with full zoot shocks and a fork 
kit and silencer it still comes out 
cheaper than the European 
machinery. Unless you're figuring on 
going to the Six Days it's probably 
more than you'll ever need. And it's 
red, what more could you want? @ 


Circle Industries manuracturer or 
AIRCRAFT ALLOY ALUMINUM SPROCKETS 


Weight Watchers— 
25% lighter than standard bolt-ons 


These are the sprockets that the best riders in the 
world use—riders like Ivan Mauger, six times World 
Speedway Champion; Mike Bast, U.S. National 
and California Speedway Champion; Steve Bast, 
U.S. National and California Speedway Champion, 
and many others. 
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Sprocket and chain conversion kit 


A sprocket and chain kit to provide better wear and 
fewer problems for dirt and street bikes by converting 
street machines to heavy duty 60 chain and 

dirt bikes from 428 to 520 chain. 


Send $1.00 for our latest 32-page catalog. 


CIRCLE 
INDUSTRIES 


Dept. ОВ. 17901 Arenth Ave., City of Industry, CA. 91748 


(213) 965-1622 
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e COLORFUL 
e DURABLE 


MADE OF 100% 
PREMIUM COTTON 


әгә M-249 
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hoppers 
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- PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. Tank Shirt Colors: Orange, Yellow, "ig 


; ^ 4 P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 T-shirt Colors: white, Red, Yellow 
004) M-110! sizes: S – М – 1 – XL Sweatshirt Colors: Red, Yellow, Blue, White 


ч T-SHIRTS, $4.45 with emblem on front. $5.45 with emblem on both sides. 

- SWEATSHIRTS $5.95. TANK SHIRTS $3.95 with emblem on tront. $4.95 with 
- emblem on both sides. Nevada residents add sales tax. Add 50¢ per shirt for 

l postage and handling. 


[| 

[| 

! NAME 
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CITY 
STATE ZIP 
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DECOSTER 
WEINERT 
LACKEY 
SMITH 

(and many 
more of 
your favorite 
champions) 


THEY'RE ALL IN 
MOTOCROSS 


CHAMPIONS 
DOING THEIR THING! 


GET THIS $1.50 


ALL-CHAMPION dh 
COLLECTOR'S COPY postage 


and handling 


MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONS 
Р.О. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 D62 


Enclose $1.50 plus $.50 postage and 
handling for each copy ordered. 


Name 
Address. 
City. 


State рне mama ie APE = 


ШАТ IKIE 


PRINTING FAST 


KEEPING 
TOGETHER. 


HOW TO GO FAST 
Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 


Please send ——  copyties) of 
HOW TO GO FAST. Enclosed is 
$1.50 plus 50¢ postage and handling 
for each copy. 


Name. 

Address 

City. 

State uo ын зле ЛА iy 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
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BAJA RACERS Continued from page 28 
bike made the difference. 
Four-stroke or two-stroke, 
whatever your preference, both 
machines can be duplicated. АП it 
takes is money. After you ride bikes 
like these you realize that they're 
nice, but what's really trick about 
them is the guys who win on them. 


ADDRESSES: 


Dale's Modern Cycle 

225 E. Baseline 

San Bernardino, CA 92410 
(714) 884-6464 


Curnutt 

75992 Baseline 

29 Palms, CA 92277 
(714) 367-9179 


K&N 

Box 1329 

Riverside, CA 92502 
(714) 682-8813 


Circle Industries 
17901 Arenth Ave. 
Industry, CA 91748 
(213) 965-1622 


SUDCO (Mikuni distributor) 
1824 E. 22nd St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90058 
(213) 747-5173 


Don Vesco Products 
7936-C Lester Ave. 
Lemon Grove, CA 92045 
(714) 442-3338 


DG Performance Products 
5552 La Palma Avenue East 
Anaheim, CA 92806 

(714) 996-4430 


Terrycables 

Box 1321 

Hesperia, CA 92345 
(714) 244-3139 


Long Beach Honda 
5115 Atlantic 

Long Beach, CA 90805 
(213) 423-1433 


C&J Precision Products 
3873 S. Main 

Santa Ana, CA 92707 
(714) 540-7350 


Al Baker R&D 
15174 Raymer 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 
(213) 997-7055 


Dick’s Accessories 
Box 416 

1346 E. Ramsey 
Banning, CA 92220 
(714) 849-2113 


Interpart (Boge/ Mulholland) 
100 Oregon St. 

El Segundo, CA 90245 

(213) 322-0656 


its really 
What do you 


-.. hey, 
great! 


want to know about 


vans? 


e Super paint jobs 
° Cool custom 
interiors 
° Van Happenings 
• How-To's 


THEY’RE ALL THERE 
IN EVERY ISSUE OF 
RV VAN WORLD! 


M 


WHETHER YOU RIDE 
IN THE STREET OR 
OFF-ROAD, YOU'LL 
LIKE WHAT WE HAVE. 


dI MULT ро, Box 317, 
Encino, California 91316 
0 $9.00 -12 issues 
O $17.00 - 24 issues 


Enclose check or money order. Canadian 
subscriptions add $1, other foreign add $2 for 
postage and handling. D6-2 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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SPECTACULAR 


Black & white 
POSTERS 
17" х 22” 


4. Slidin’ Sideways 


Your face hand painted on 
the dial. Send black and white 
or color photo. 


MAKES A 
TERRIFIC 
GIFT, TOO! 


DIAL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Lau 


Have your caricature with your type of bike on a sturdy 
watch. Eight illustrations to choose from. 


A. 1 yr. service warranty. $19.95 


B. 17 jewel shock and water resistant. Gold tone case 

with stainless steel back. Two-year service warranty. $39.95 
C. 17 jewel self-winding, shock and water resistant. 

Silver tone case with stainless steel back. Two-year 


service warranty. $44.95 


HYDRON-COATED 


GOGGLES 


Now you can show 'em where 
the action is! Put your Dirt 
Bike or Motocross Stickie on 
your gas tank, helmet or any 
unusual place that will make 
you stand out. Both stickies 
are 3-5/8" x 2-7/8". Only a 
mere 25 cents each, 5 for a 
buck, 1,000 for $250, 10,000 
for ? 


New coating of Miracle 
Plastic Hydron prevents 
fogging. Adjustable strap- 
fits everyone. 

No. 70 $6.95 

No.90 $9.95 (wide angle) 


Tough durable binders for those 
dog-eared, priceless old back 
issues of Dirt Bike and Motocross 

3 Action Magazines. A rich finish wit 
the name of the magazine embossed in gold 
on the front and on the spine. 
ORDER YOURS TODAY .. DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS 
ACTION MAGAZINE BINDERS, very impressive on your 
desk or in your bookcase. Only $6.45 each 


FLYWHEEL PULLERS 
GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 


A flywheel puller - guaranteed for 
life - with a heat-treated center 
bolt. Order yours today and never 
be plagued with breakage again. 


LB 


.. Riders Special 


LONG WEARING 

PIGSKIN GLOVES 
_ Extruded rubber knuckle апа 
_ thumb protection. Seamless thumb 


& for comfort. Sandstone color. Sizes 


* small, 


medium, and 


X-large. 


NOW ONLY $ 6 95 


large 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION AND TO ENCLOSE CORRECT AMOUNT OF MONEY. Nevada residents add Sales Tax 


NAME. 
ADDRESS. 


CITY. 


POSTERS 
Г] $1.50 each plus 504 for postage and handling 
О $5.00 for -4- plus 50g for postage and handling 
BINDERS 0 PIGSKIN GLOVES Г] 
DDIRT BIKE Indicate quantity 
LIMOTOCROSS ACTION pair(s) and size(s) 
$6.45 plus $1.00 postage $6.95 plus 50g postage and handling 
for each binder ordered. for each pair ordered. 
GOGGLES [ ] 
0 #70 $6.95 
[Г] #90 (wide angle) $9.95 
$1.00 for postaae and handlina. 


STATE ZIP. 


STICKIES (0 254 each, 5 for a buck. 
D DIRT BIKE 
O MOTOCROSS ACTION 


WATCH [ Include Photo 
Indicate: Hair Color 
Name on Watch 


D) DESERT RACER 
OMX 


Eye Color 
Complexion 
О CHOPPER 
D DRAG RACER 
О ENDURO BIKE Û STREET BIKE 
D MINI BIKE D CAFE RACER 


Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch ordered. Be sure to 
indicate how many watches and the bike desired on the dial. 


A. $19.95 Watch (es) 
B. $39.95 à à wWatch(es) 
C. $44.95 Watch (es) 


FLYWHEEL PULLER $8.95 plus 50g postage and handling. 
Moderne Oc) t 
О Yamaha Puch 
O suzuki O DKW 
О Penton 


О Hodaka 
О Ossa 


О Husky 


OSachs 
Bultaco 


ROMERO Continued from page 37 transfer. Seventh in the trophy race shirt and shoes, he walks out onto 
of the machine. means no AMA points, either. the grid to wish Frank Gillespie 
He points to the throttle. “All I "Im gonna sell all this stuff and well. The stands seem to sway as the 
have to do is twist this. If I don’t get Harleys,” says Romero ashe pulls flag falls, sending the racers 
make some money tomorrow I'm in off his leathers in the pits. A crowd thundering into the first curve. Gene 
trouble, because I won't have any presses up against the fence to watch turns without a word, and walks . 
excuses. I just don't have my heart in him expose his blue-stained legs and back into the pits to gather up his 
that short-track." underwear. Pulling on his jeans, a gear. o 
David's eyes are glassy when he 
greets Gene at their hotel in Terre 
Haute. “I’ve lost four pounds since 
Wednesday," Aldana says, amazed. 
“Yeah,” reflects Romero, “five in a 
row's got to be some kind of record." 
At dinner, David, stil looking 
without success to "get mounted," 
stares blankly. A hopelessly spaced- 
out waitress destroys their orders, 
consistently bringing the wrong 
thing reorder after reorder. 
“ТП be early to bed tonight," vows 
Gene, feeling the effects of five long 


RIDING APPAREL 
FROM THE 
PROFESSIONALS 


| All leather апа 

; nylon/leather motocross 
pants - nylon jerseys - 

gold valcro riding belts - 

road riding pants 
and jackets - oe] Wa 


nights out. -— 
At 9:30 p.m. Gene and David B 9 

walk into the hotel bar. A singer is i 

playing the piano and bantering E | 

with the sparse audience. BILL WALTERS 
"Anybody in town for the LEATHERS, INC. 

motorcycle races?" asks the A 7359 Varna Avenue J | ) 

North Hollywood, СА 91605 


entertainer. 
David, still wobbling towards a 
seat, waves aimlessly. 
“There's s one," urges ER musician, 
UU MAE ; 


(213) 982-3738 


NEW FOR 1975 


THE BEST OF 
DIRT BIKE 


TESTS 


SPECIFICATIONS FOR ALL MODELS 


vox DIRS 


SPECIFICATION 
: S FOR ALL M qe 
pm ODELS 


in triumph. "You going out there 
tomorrow?" 

“Yeah,” says David. He sits down 
across a table from Gene, and waits 
for service. 


A MUST FOR ALL 


* ж ж 


“You think you could put some DIRT RIDING 
gray tape on those fork drain screws, 
Romero?" asks the wrinkled old ENTHUSIASTS! 
tech inspector insthe mornings nm. ee cr es ыш а. 

“Sure, pal,” answers Burrito with 1975 DIRT BIKE TESTS 
a snap. “Yeah, they've just been f А А 
falling out all over the racetrack P. O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 
lately.” 

Gene leads his heat for several 
laps, but ends up fifth. Fighting to 
make the Main through the Semi, 


Please send copy(ies) of THE BEST OF 
DIRT BIKE TESTS. Enclosed is $1.50 and D6-2 


50 cents postage and handling for each 
сору ordered. 


| ORDER YOUR 
| COPY TODAY! 


Romero leads lap after lap, holding | | Name 

Mert Lawwill and Kenny Roberts Address 

both at bay. Finally, Mert horse- Cit $1 50 

powers by. Gene’s second (ahead of a Zp : plus postage 


Roberts) isn't good enough for a 
FEBRUARY 1976 75 


MR. RIDER, we stock many hundreds of specialty 
items for Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki and Honda, 
plus Husqvarna, Maico, Penton, CZ, and all bikes. 
If we don't have it on the shelf we will get it fast. A 


*** 


new trick item, 
best. Call or write today. 


HALLMAN 
PRODUCTS 


TEAM JERSEYS: Husqvarna, Kawa- 
saki, Yamaha, Maico, Bultaco, Suzuki, 
in factory colors i 

EUROPA style jersey: Yamaha and 


HONDA style Red/White/Blue . 

TEAM LEATHERS: DeCoster, 
Pomeroy, Kawasaki, std. GP апа 
Yamaha. Order waist size 28” to 


TEAM CHEST PROTECTORS: Kaw, 
Honda, Husky, Maico, Suzuki and 
Yamaha. With factory logos .... $21.95 
JOFA SHOULDER PADS/CHEST 
PROTECTOR “New Style” 

ABH SHOULDER PADS/CHEST 
PROTECTOR 


*MX VISOR with FLIP SHIELD. $6. 95 
INTER-AM JERSEY: Blue, Yellow, 
Red, Green, great for personalizing; we 
will silk screen it 

Inter-Am Jerseys — Two Tone: 
Blu/Wt; Yel/Bl; Red/Yel; Red/Wt .. 


*New Hallman GP Leathers— Тһе 
Marty Smith Honda style: red, 
white, blue 


BELL HELMETS 


RT “Road & trail," white, orange, red, 


STAR white, orange 
STAR 120 white, orange 


JOFAMA 


Gloves: Sm, M, L, XL $19.95 
Shoulder pad/chest protector.$38.95 
Chest Protector w/bicep protectors, 
green or yellow 


NYLON MX PANTS 


MOTO-TECH super tough, light, 
| comfortable MX pants. Heavily padded 
with heavy duty zippers and have their 
| own belt. Seat and inner legs are lined 
' for heat protection. A really top value. 
Order waist size only. ADULTS 26" — 
28" — 30" —32" —34" —36" —38". 
BLACK WITH YELLOW STRIPE; Or 
BLUE WITH STRIPE Ё 


GOGGLES 


Carrerra 


| Combines the best of the two other most 
' popular goggles. 


BOOTS МХ ISDT 


IN STOCK. Specify. MX or ISDT and 
size. One width only available. Half sizes 


in stock. 
FULL BORE $68.95 
..$66.95 


$66.95 


Roger DeCoster— plated .. . $66.95 


. Call on us, we will do our 
THANK YOU. 


MIKUNI CARB KITS 


Ready to Install 


CR125 Honda —30mm 
CR250 Honda —36mm. 
XL250 Honda—32mm .. 
XL350 Honda —36mm 
CZ250—34mm.. 
CZ360—34mm.. 
CZ400—36mm. 

*XR75 Honda 


LEVI MX PANTS 


DYNAMITE Levi MX pants. Heavily 
padded. Order waist size only. Adults 
sizes 28" — 30” — 32" — 34” — 36" — 
38”. Children's 22" — 24" — 26" — 28". 
$18.95 pair 
$16.95 pair 


PARTS — INSTANT U.P.S. PARTS 
SERVICE *** WE CARE *** 
HUSQVARNA *** PENTON *** 
MAICO * * * HONDA * * * 


Latest items, all makes in stock 
FORK BOOTS for: 


Honda, Suz, Yam, Ceriani; red, yel, 


blk, blu (pair) 


FOAM FORK LEG PROTECTORS — 
Fit all bikes: Red, Blue, Yellow, Black , 
white, green 


GAS TANKS 
YZ—CR STYLE 


blue, white, red, yellow 
#911 YAM AII 250 up MX, YZ and Mono- 


#912 HONDA CR125 Elsinore style$36.95 
#913 HONDA CR250 Elsinore style$36.95 


all hardware included 


GAS SHOCKS 


#1012 GAS GIRLINGS 11.8", 12.8", 
13.5". Specify Soft, Medium or Hard 
GAS BILSTEINS 11.9", 


#1013 12. 9”, 


GAS CERIANI 11.9", 


(prices incl. springs; specify rate) 


GAS FORK KITS 


KITS for most Japanese bikes plus 
many others, converts to air forks, does 
not include dampening spindles, etc. 
Inexpensive yet maximum increase in 
handling. Specify year, make, model of 


POPPY GAS GORILLA fork kits incl. 
special dampening spindles & gas conv. 
Long travel for: YAM MX, YZ 

& MONOSHOCK Honda — Betor— 
Ceriani CZ, SUZUKI and 
Husqvarna 


POPPY GORILLA FORK KITS are also 
avail. Non-gas some incl. special SEW 

springs for longer travel & special 

dampening spindles Kaw KX. . . . $45.95 
and any kits avail. in gas 


POPPY MAICO 8" fork kit (not gas) 
For forks w/ext. springs. ... $28.95 
GAS FOX FORK KITS for HUSKY, 
MAICO +more. (FOX FORKS have up 
to 9" travel; used by LACKEY) ...$49.95 
1" EXTENDER KITS all bikes, 
specify model, etc. ........... $5.95 
Avail. for all popular MX bikes 


10th ANNIVERSARY 


HONDA OF PIQUA 


1500 S. MAIN ST., PIQUA, OHIO 45356 
TEL. (513) 773-8034 24 hr. RECORD-O-PHONE 


WORKS PIPES 


MOTO-TECH WORKS PIPES, the pipe with the 
bright colored tips. A very high quality pipe with a 
wide power band, yet more horsepower. Each 
pipe tuned to what each cycle requires for 
optimum performance. Race proven. The price is 
also less than most stock pipes. 


Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 


$L100/125 
XL100/125 
CR125 
MT125 
MR175 
XL250 
CR250 
CR250MI 
MT250 
XL350 

GT80 

Y280 
100MX A&B 
125MX ABB 
AT1/2/3 MX 


Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
or Enduro 


Yellow. 


Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow 
Yellow. 
Green 
Green 
Green 
Green 
Green 
Green 
White 


Y2125 

Y2125 Mono 
DT2/RT2 MX 
YZ250C Mono 
DT2/RT2 End 
DT3/RT3 MX 
TM100 


Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Yamaha 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Suzuki 
Kaw 
Kaw 
Kaw 
Kaw 
Kaw 
Kaw 
Maico 
Maico 
Maico 


250 Radial 
400 Radial White 
513 450 Radial D White 


(and many new models not listed) 


SWINGARMS 


U.S. SPORTS Mfg. ORIGINAL alumi- 
num swingarm. The answer to your 
handling problems. Strong non-flexing 
arms with forward or stock shock 
mounting positions. Guarantee incl. with 
arms. 
YAM 125/175 MX and YZ 
HONDA CR125 Elsinore 
HODAKA 125 
SUZUKI TM125 
SUZUKI RM125 
KAW KX125 
125/175 ARMS 2 position 
250 & UP ARMS 3 position . 
YAM All MX & End. 250cc | up 
HONDA CR250 Elsinore 
MAICO All 250 up 
CZ all 250 up 
SUZUKI 250 up 
HUSKY Exc. 125 
BULTACO all MX 
PENTON All MX 
CAN-AM Exc. 125 
KAW KX250 up 
* * *SPECIFY: MODEL & YEAR* * * 


WORKS SEAT KITS 


WORKS SEAT KITS incl. special cover, 
special hi-density foam, adhesive, easy 
instr. A softer higher seat, cuts fatigue, 
used by Int. champions. 


#609 MR175 Honda 


#610 CR125 ELSINORE 
#611 CR250 ELSINORE 
XR75 HONDA 

HUSKY exc. GP 

HUSKY '75 GP 

MAICO ALL 

PENTON exc. GP 

PENTON late GP 

OSSA PHANTOM 

HODAKA MX 

BULTACO MX 

YZ80 YAMAHA 

Non-Mono YAMAHA MX 

YAMAHA 125 MONO 

YAMAHA 250 MONO UP 

SUZUKI RM TM MX 

KAWASAKI ALL KX 

CZ ALL MX 

ALL $17.95 EXCEPT CZ AT $19.95. 


WHITE OPAQUE 
FENDERS 


SUZUKI 
TM100/125 frt. 
TM 100/125 rear 
RM-TM250/400 frt. 
RM- TM250/400 rear 
TS125/185 frt. 
TS125/185 rear 

MAICO 
Fr. to early '75 
rear to '75 
Еп. late ‘75 GP 
rear '75 GP 
GP R/H No. plate 
GP L/H No. plate 
CZ 

CZ all front 
CZ all rear 
CZ all mudguard 

HONDA 
All front Els. 
125 rear Els. 
250 rear Els. 

KAWASAKI 
KX125 front 
KX125 rear 
КХ250/450 frt. 
KX250/450 rear 
HUSQVARNA 

125 front 
250 frt. thru ‘74 
17576 GP 
250/360 GP frt. 
Rear to '73 % 
Rear all to '74 
Rear '75 GP 
Carb cover to '74 
Mudguard to ‘75 
Seat base to '74 

PENTON 
Front ALL 
Rear All MX 

BULTACO 
Front All MX 
Rear All MX 

YAMAHA 
Еп. МХ '73 on 
Rear MX '73 on 
MONO 125 rear 
MONO 250 up rear 


* * *PRICE* * * 


FORK SEALS - 


UNIVERSAL LEAK-PROOF FORK 
SEALS. Guaranteed not to leak for 
one year. FOR ALL BIKES/MODELS . 
lin stock) $12.95 kit 


G.P. FILTERS 


TWIN AIR G.P. FILTERS — In stock 
for: YAMAHA, SUZUKI, HONDA, CZ, 
HUSQVARNA, MAICO, KAWASAKI, 
OSSA, BULTACO, PENTON, 
MONTESA*. SPECIFY: MAKE, MODEL, 
YEAR. NEW! CAN-AM, AND MORE. 
FROM $3.95 ot $22.95. MOST INCLUDE 
FRAME/2 FOAMS, MONOSHOCK 2 
FRAMES/4 FOAMS. 


HOW TO ORDER 
Order sent C.O.D., cash or you may charge 
to BankAmericard or Master Charge. 
Personal checks add 12 days to delivery. 


How to figure total charges to your door: 


Cost of items ordered $= 
If C.O.D. add $ .85 
If Ohio resident add 472 96 Tax $. 
For freight and handling $ 
Total of Above $ 


MAIL ORDERS SAVE GAS AND SALES 
TAX (except Ohio). Prices subject to 
change. 


BITS & PIECES Continued from page 6 


Both the Class C National Series 
and the National Motocross Series 
have new points systems for 1976. 
The Class C Grand National Series 
will award points to the top 14 
finishers:  1st—20, | 2nd— 16, 
3rd—13, 4th—1l, 5th—10, with 
each lower position reduced by one 
point to 14th—1. National Motocross 
wil award points to the top 20 
finishers: 1st—25, 2nd—22, 3rd— 
90, 4—18, 5th—16, with each 
lower placing reduced by one point 
to 20th—1. 


жо ж ж 


Two more schools for motorcycle 


mechanics. Michigan Career 
Institute, 14486 Gratiot Ave., 
Detroit, Michigan 48205; (313) 


372-0404. International School of 
Motorcycles, Inc., 14427 S. Western 
Ave., Gardena, California 90249; 
(213) 532-0562. 


жож ж 


Husky has а production automatic 
cross-country enduro ready. We'll be 
testing one soon. 

Looks like the 76 CR125 will get 
the forward shock treatment plus 


some engine mods. Probably be 
another year before an RC Smith 
Replica appears. 

There’s an RM100 on the way if it 
isn’t in the showrooms already. 


жож * 


Get your rushes in first and second 
gear? You might be interested in a 
new monthly newspaper, Plonkers 
Press. It’s all observed trials. One 
year sub is $5, two years, $9. 
P.O. Box 10703, Kansas City, 
Missouri 64118. 


жож ж 


Not much to do with bikin’, but is 
science-optics-hobbies close enough? 
Edmund Scientific Company has a 
160-page mail-order catalog loaded 
with things like tools, magnets, 
sundials, solar panels and Dutch 
windmill plans. And to top it off, 
they’re located in South Jersey. 
Address is 300 Edscorp Building, 
Barrington, New Jersey 08007; (609) 
547-3488. o 


You're invited to submit worthwhile information 
or even socially unredeeming foof to be passed 
along to other DB readers. Please remember we 


need to receive specific date info at least three 
months early. Address your shards and splinters 
to Bits & Pieces, c/o DIRT BIKE. 


GREAT FAMILY FUN! 


THE WHOLE FAMILY CAN RIDE 
TOGETHER THROUGH THE PAGES 
OF THE FIRST-EVER DIRT BIKE 


SUPER-ACTION, ORIGINAL DRAWINGS 
FROM PHOTOS OF YOUR FAVORITE RIDERS! 


Great Gift Idea 


For All Dirt Enthusiasts! 
GET THOSE CRAYONS, COLORED PENCILS 


AND MARKERS READY.... 


ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


BUY ONE 
BUY TWO 
BUY A BUNCH 


plus $.50 postage and handling 


FEBRUARY 1976 


DIRT HIKE 


MAGAZINE 


Okay, you all know, 
that a bright colore 
vented DIRT BIKE «2 \ 


racing jersey isa 
desirable unit. You’ve 
seen Ake win the '72/ 
Trans- AMA 

one. You've seen .. 
John DeSoto 4 // 

wearing onein >W” 

the '73 Trans- AMA. 

But you couldn’t get 

one, could you? Well, 

nobody could. Those 

were special factory ۸ 
Prototypes. Now we have їпет 
Regular replicas, even bettg ; 
than the prototypes cause 

these have the reinforced. 


$14.95 + 50£ postage and handling. Please 
send me Racin’ Jersey (5) S M L XL 
Enclosed is $ check or money order 


OBLUE OYELLOW (RED 


DIRT BIKE RACIN' JERSEY 06:2 
Р.О. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nev. 89114 


DIRT BIKE COLORING BOOK 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Enclose $1.50 plus $.50 postage and handling 


Name 
Address 
City 


$1.50 


for each copy ordered. 


eee 


State Zip 


78 


Our 1975 all-new mail order catalog is 
the most complete catalog of parts, ac- 
cessories, performance equipment, tools 
and clothing for custom, street, com- 
petition and dirt bikes. The1975 mo- 
torcyclist’s catalog is just the very best 
mail order catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


€0e000000000000 
Please enclose $1.50 for postage 


and handling for APO, FPO and 
foreign countries. DB-2 


Name 
Address 
City 
Zip 


State 

5 515 N. Victory Blvd.. 
H Burbank, Calif. 91502 
"BUNW/ENIER (213)849-1295 


HOW TO WIN AT RACING-$5.00 

All the inside info on how to condition 
yourself to be a winner... and much 
more! 


DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE-S2:00 
Acomplete and detalled guide to all the 
equipment and accessories necessary to 
be ''in'' as a rider. 


The 
Exciting 
Specials 


You’ve Asked! 


For... 


DIRT BIKE SPECIALS P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Please check the publication you 
want to order and the quantity. Be 
sure to enclose the proper amount of 
money. Add 50 cents postage and 
handling for each copy ordered. 


NAME 


e 


TUNNELVISION from page 17 


8. Darrow (2-6-7-7-7) 
10. Ryhti (2-4-6-10) 


Under the FIM system only 23 
riders would have received points 
(and national ranking) for 1975. АП 
111 finishers were ranked with the 
proportional system. Perhaps 
Marland Whaley or Don Sweet 
really don't care if there is a National 
Number 67, but Curt Comer, Sr. 
most likely does. 

In any King-of-the-Hill endeavor 
you have to settle upon a method of 
keeping score, otherwise it's swords 
or pistols..By the time you read this 
the NATC will have decided 
whether they will continue with the 
proportional system for 1976. 
Alternatives suggested by dissidents 
(and there were many, particularly 
among the top riders): the 
proportional system limited to the 
top 20 or so finishers, straight FIM, 
or a variation of FIM, awarding 
points to 20 or more finishers. 

Whatever the decision, after 1975 
plonkers can add a new line to their 
bumper stickers: Trials riders do it 
standing up with  battery- 
operated calculators. 


ALL-NEW 
DIRT BIKE 


Filled with action-packed 
contest-winning photos. 


ALSO TIPS ON HOW TO 
TAKE MOTO PHOTOS 


postage and 
handling. 


DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


Enclose $2 plus $.50 postage and 
and handling for each copy ordered 
Name. рег 
Address. 

City. 

State 2. er Zip 


‘HORRENDOUS HIGHSIDES, 
GRACEFUL GET-OFFS, 
CLASSIC CRASHES, 


О CRASH AND BURN SPECIAL 


O MOTORCYCLE RIDER'S 
GUIDE 


C DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE 


photos in existence. 


NBD DRESS ш lior 7. = шл”: 


о Б = 


ЅТАТЕ ZIP. 


CRASH AND BURN SPECIAL-S1.50 
Astounding ! Gruesome! Bizarre! 100 
pages of the wildest pucker-power 


ENORMOUS ENDOS 


MARE. 
d m 


ARTFUL AUGERS & PERFECT PRATFALLS 


125cc TESTS-S1.50 

The hottest tests on the hottest bike trip 
around... Carabela, Hodaka, Penton, 
Suzuki and all the rest. 


MOTORCYCLE RIDER'S GUIDE 
Special all Honda Issue . . . complete with 
road tests, tune-up and specifications on 
all Honda models. 


CIEUUFARAM FOOFARAW-S1.49 
The Best of DIRT BIKE FOOF! 
[1125сс TESTS етед БЕШТУ MES ORE 


It's Great! 


LIMXA TRANS-AMA 
CHOW TO WIN AT RACING 


celo су a a a e ECC rd. 


MXA TRANS-AMA -$1.50 

The photo-action story of the Trans- 
AMA. All the excitement and thrills 
of the big races. 


DIRT BIKE 


You folks are going to have to shape 
up your act. How long did you expect us 
to give away five dollars in trade for a few 
words of advice scrawled on a scrap of 
paper? Now you're going to have to work 
for it. Now we expect a picture-perfect 
photograph illustrating your blow-mind 
idea. Maybe then you'll think whether or 
not it's a worthwhile idea. Maybe then 
we won't have to wade through all those 
demented ramblings. Get it together. 
Bust out your Instamatic, load it up with 
black and white, and be creative. If you 
do something trick that we don't, tell us. 
You'll be doing your part to help all your 
fellow riders, making five big ones, and 
best of all, you'll be famous. 


SWEATY PALMS? 

Heres an old trick making a 
comeback: taleum powder your 
hands before slipping them into your 
personalized high-zoot racer's hand 
wraps, one each. Keeps your hands 
dry, comfy and baby-soft. Don't use 
too much, though. Look what 
happened to Zeal's finger. А baby 
bit it off, honest. 


PENTON/KTM 
BREATH CONTROL 
The hot setup for track racing 
KTMs — not mud-runners — is 


more air. Easily done with your 
handy drill you borrowed from the 
handyman three doors down the 
street. 

Tom Morris, local Penton/K TM 
shoe, recommends this many holes in 
those places. 


FEBRUARY 1976 


SPARE SHIFTER 

For all owners of the new-side 
shifting Buls: when you take off the 
compound curved aluminum shifter 
and put on the steel Miura accessory, 
inner tube your old shifter to the 
rear frame for a spare. In the photo, 
the Frontera has a rear grab loop, 
but you don't need one to mount 
your spare shifter. The curve of the 
thing makes it perfect for placing 
anywhere back there. 


SLICKER 
THAN DEER GUTS ON A 
DOORKNOB 

Whoever brazed that hose bib on 
must have owned a Bultaco. It's 
presently in the hands of ace 
motocrosser John Hagar, who says: 
"Its the only way to pour juice. No 
bull." Could it be that it was once 
used for, of all things, water? It was 
found resting and rusting at Joe's 
Select Shoppe in North Hollywood, 
resting place for a million and one 
rare treasures. All you do is pop your 
cork, sling it up on your knee (foot 


on peg), and dial it on. That's not 
hot, it's burnin'. 

CAUTION: If you attempt to 
construct one of these yourself, 
please remember that gasoline is 
highly flammable and explosive 
when the fumes are in a closed 
container. Empty the can complete- 
ly, let it sit with the lid off, and blow 
out the fumes with compressed air 
when all the remaining gasoline has 
evaporated. Be cool. Gassit! 


GIANT 
GREAT BRITCH BITCHIN' 
PANTS PRAISIN' SURVEY 

Something else to do while waitin' 
for the next episode of "Space: 
1999." Enter our Lionize Your 
Leathers, Praise Your Pants Opinion 
Poll. 

Tell us about your leathers . . . or 
your padded denims or your nylons 
or your miracle fabric whatevers. 
Then we'll collate the results and 
pass it on back to you, making new 
friends and enemies among the 
one-leg-at-a-time manufacturers. Do 
it today. Mail to: Leathers Survey, 
DIRT BIKE Magazine, P.O. Box 
317, Encino, California 91316. 


Make of Pants. 
Style. 
MATERIAL: 

Û Leather 

О Nylon/ Leather 

D Nylon 

DJ Denim 

D Endura 

D Other. 
FIT AND COMFORT: 

D Good 

O Acceptable 

D Poor 
PROTECTION: 

О Excellent 

D Acceptable 

D Minimal 
DURABILITY: 

O Rugged 

DJ Acceptable 

О Not really 
Will you buy another pair? O Yes O No 
tf no, what will you buy? 
Comments. 


o crash 250 Husky / MAGAZINE 


Aug. 72 6-Speed 
Sand Riding Aug. 73 
Silencer 


Nov. 72 Shootout 


Trail Riding Apr. 74 
Sept. 73 Cylinder 
Dec. 72 Silencer Boring 


Husky 125 Shootout 


June 74 Oct. 74 beo. 


z Plastic 
Jan. 73 Oct. 73 Chain Lube 2 
н Penton Speaks Sprockets Riverbottom 
2-Stroke Oils Shootout Grand Prix Si 


July 74 Nov. 74 Shoulder Pad 


Feb.73 Nov. 73 s 
Jetting Trail Spring Rates 1975 Maico: Jan. 75 Shootout 
ТЕГУ Decoded The Best Yet PUCH 175 


ISDT 
Mar Jan. 74 


- How Pros Vibration- 


Maintain Bikes ing li 
proofing lights DIRT BIKE Magazine 


April 73 Feb. 74 Б. Ва 
i : ck ept. 06:2 
Kawasaki The Steel Issues Dept 


250 Test Wombat Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


May 73 Mar. 74 Circle issue desired. Enclose check or money order 
290 саца o The Art of for 75¢ per issue plus 25¢ per issue for postage and 
90100 Towing handling. For issues after October "74, enclose 


$1.00 plus 25é per issue 
June 73 
Block Passing NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY. 
STATE 


Enclose entire ad. 


1976 2207 77 


COLOR ACTION 


CALENDAR 


12 Full Color 

Action Photos 

...Map of AMA 

Region locations . . . 

Metric System Conversion Tables. 


The Calendar Dirt Enthusiasts wait for every year! 


DIRT BIKE CALENDAR ог 
IT’S BETTER P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


THAN EVER! Please send Dirt Bike Calendar(s). 


And we even remembered to 
include the %-inch hole for 
hanging. 


Enclose $1.50 plus 50 cents for postage and handling 
for each Calendar ordered. 


Name 


ONLY $1.50 | Address 
| City 


plus 50 cents postage 


80 


Stale Vide. Ano SE Eo yey a 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for 
$2.00. 25c each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Mini- 
mum $10.00. 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 
words. No invoicing; payment must accom- 
Pany orders, including firms on account with 
display advertising. No commissions, 
frequency rates or discounts. Ads accepted on 
the condition that advertiser agrees to refund 
readers’ money promptly if shipment is de- 
layed and reader requests refund, or if mer- 
chandise is returned (in good condition in 
reasonable period of time). Display style ads 
permitted іп classified section at display 
advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, Box 317, Encino, 
California 91316. 


CANADIAN MOTORCYCLISTS. Now 
you can obtain the latest cycle accessories 
conveniently by mail order without all the 
hassle and expense of customs, duty, etc. 
from CYCLE ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED. 
Your 100% Canadian dealer. Send $1 for 
our catalog of values today. Box 175, Port 
Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 3V7. 


3-RAIL MOTORCYCLE TRAILER. Amaz- 
ing new design, inexpensive and easy to 
build from scrap metal — no welding, bolt 
together. Plans, patterns only $5.95. Order 
yours today. Send check or money order to 
C. HIETT, Box 177-D2, Lakewood, CA 
90714. 


LEATHERS: new, wrong size, only $40. 
Leather sleeves: padded, new, $20. (209) 
897-3661. BUTLER, 13945 Academy, 
Kingsburg, CA 93631. 


ROKON RT340, purchased May 775, like 
brand-new, 600 careful miles. Street-legal. 
Best offer. (212) 489-4470 days or (212) 
988-8986 evenings. 


DIAMOND CHAIN. Discount prices. 428 
—$.11 per link; 520, 525, 530—$.14 per link. 
Send cashier's check or money order plus 
$1.50 postage and handling to: RICE'S 
CYCLE ACCESSORIES, Box 113, Blacks- 
burg, VA 24060. 


TWO-STROKE PORTING. Expert porting 
and polishing to your or our specs. 
Hundreds of satisfied customers— many 
AMA professionals. $50 and up per cylinder 
depending on work requested. Inquiries 
invited. Send cylinder, piston, carb and 
instructions, prepaid to MOTORCYCLE 
PERFORMANCE CENTER, INC., 6116 
Madison Ave., Berkeley, MO 63134; (314) 
524-7686. 
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BOGE A | GIRLING cas 570 
KONI 553 BILSTEINS78 


SPRINGS — $10.00 AND UP. WRITE OR PHONE 

PARTS UNLIMITED — 20316 COHASSETT NO. 12 

CANOGA PARK. CAL. 91306 — 1-213-887-1619 
SEND 50¢ FOR COMPLETE PRICE LIST 


HUSKY*MAICO *KAWASAKI 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


* Shipped Within 24 Hours* 
C.O.D. * MASTER CHARGE * BANKAMERICARD 


WEST 24364 San Fernando Rd. (805) 
CYCLES Newhall, CA 91321 255-1335 


Always Include Make, Model & Engine No. 


н @ Husqvarna Specialists 


& HARD 
e A to get 


Ses) PARTS 


Husqvarna 
e @ Hodaka 
e @ Montesa 
Mail order anywhere in the U.S. 
Send $1.00 for postpaid catalog. 
Mission Hills Motorcycles 
8730 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Sepulveda, California 91343 
(213) 785-4289 


FEBRUARY 1976 


IT’S REALLY ALL 
TOGETHER. 


. AND IT'S ALL IN 
THE FIRST-EVER 
THE BEST OF 

RV VAN WORLD! 


THE BEST OF RV VAN WORLD 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


$1.50 plus $.50 postage & handling enclosed 
for each copy ordered. 762 


IT'S DYNAMITE... 


YOU WON'T WANT 
TO MISS IT! 
Address. 


$1.50 е 


plus $.50 postage & 
handling State 


Name 


EXTENDED OFFER 
WHILE THEY LAST! 


HOW TO WIN «3 
AT RACING ($ 


Save 50%! 


ONLY $2.50 
REGULAR PRICE $5.00 


HOW TO WIN AT RACING o62 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Enclose $2.50 plus 50 cents for postage and handling 
for each copy ordered. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


What you'll probably be seeing next month in DIRT BIKE. 

Tests: Suzuki RM370, Bultaco 350 Sherpa T, and a pair of thumpers — the TT500 
g Yamaha and the CCM600 GP. 

Wheel-spinning reports on the Baja 1000, Isle of Man Six Days, Speedway Nationals, 
" Four-Stroke Motocross Nationals and Hopetown. Featuring: Gene (smile, this is a bust) 

Cannady, Al (why cheese, because it's gold) Baker, Mike (Fast) Bast, Gunnar and Rolf 
and the fall of the Czech empire. 

Street legality, in all its wonderfulness, real fax. 

Shape-up tips for the Ossa Super Pioneer. 

And further down the line, more tests taking shape: the new automatic 360 Husky 
Cross-Country, big bore and 175 off-road enduro shootouts, DT400/XL350 shootout, 
the 125 Penton and first test on the new YZ250. 

Watch for an upcoming special, DIRT BIKE's WRENCH MANUAL, on sale February 
10th. 


| DIRT TO COME 


MARCH ISSUE ON SALE FEBRUARY 10 


со 
EN 


Slower than a speeding CZ, but much 
more practical in the water is the new 
Kawasaki JS400 Jet Ski. George didn't 
even have to wear his shoulder pads, 
the wipeouts were so painless. There's 
a 400cc water-cooled engine that makes 
26 hp at 6000 rpm. Top speed is about 30 
mph, which is really moving on water. 
The Jet Ski weighs 243 dry. It has a 
pleasant habit of circling around its 
drowning pilot every time it spits him 
off, rather than running aground on the 
beach. It works best when run Wide 
Floatin’ Open. Retail price should be 
under $1200. After extensive testing, 
WATER BIKE Magazine has declared 
that the Jet Skiis the only 
engine-powered vehicle that should be 
allowed in the water. It’s asplashin’ 
gas. 


DIRT BIKE 


MOTI CROSS SHOOTOUT! EZ HUSKY MAICO COMPARISON 
(ELO WIN MOT EROS Sel MPROVETHE HANDLING QPXDUR DT 
QECTURD TERT. MZ #0 181. CHAMPIONSHIP GINE 


Got a section of wall that measures 17 x 22 inches? 
Any old wall will do. Now, here’s how to make that 
wall worth looking at. Hang up one or more of these 
far-out, blow-mind, trick action posters. The cost? 
It's right. Just $2.50 each (plus 25* postage and 
handling), $7.50 for any four posters that catch your 
eye (plus a half a buck for postage and handling). 
Or go all the way and do up an entire room — $14.00 
will get you all eight (of course that same 50* added 
for postage and handling). Order now — that empty 
wall can’t be that interesting to look at. 
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PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 062 


Р.О.Вох 14945 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


Enclosed is check or money order for $... 
Poster No. 1.0 20 3.0 4.0 5.0 6.0 7.0 8.0 
$ 2.50 ea. plus 25¢ postage 

$ 7.50 any four plus 50¢ postage 

$14.00 any eight plus 50¢ postage 


Name 


—————À' 
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| When you're roughriding it, 
| count on Hondaline™ apparel to give 
4 you protection, comfort and dura- 
| bility in riding gear. And a Hondaline 
| | enduro suit gives you all of that and 


style, too. Made from heavy, coated 
nylon fabric, the suit has features like 
snap and Velcro" pocket closures, 
_ а heavy-duty zipper front, and adjust- 
+ able Velcro bindings on the wrists 
, and legs for a sure fit. And there's 
Scotchlite™ trim on the reversible belt 
m. for safer night riding. The suit is resist- 
B ant to wind, water and scrapes you 
| might encounter in the rough. 

Great-looking, rugged Honda- 
line boots have reinforced toes and 
heels. Steel arch supports. Protective 
padding inside, thick cowhide outside, 
and a buckle over the inner-lace system 
for ankle support. For your hands, 
there are durable motocross gloves 
with natural curved fingers and pro- 
tective ribbing on the backs. And top 
yourself off with a tough, lightweight 
Hondaline helmet. 

So before your next jaunt in the 
outback, outfit yourself with Hondaline 
gear. The country's most widely dis- 

$ tributed riding apparel. And it's avail- 
MX able only at Honda dealer's. 


2 а | 
chure describing Hondaline арр; erican Hone Motor Co., Inc 


ow eae More riders are putting us on. 


Al 


